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The President’s Message
By: Jim Ashton,
Muskies, Inc. President
Email: president@
muskiesinc.org

With spring comes the opportunity
to get back on the water in more
accommodating weather. We have
reviewed last year’s season, talked
about it with chapter members and
friends all while we project how we
will approach this year’s effort to
accomplish what we pursue; a
strategy to insure the thrill of netting,
photographing and releasing what
we are all about, the muskie!
Spring brought the Muskies, Inc.
(MI) Board together for its annual
meeting in Schaumburg, IL
(Chicago). The Al Skaar Leadership
Training Seminar (Friday, April 6th)
focused on a review of MI’s
administrative operations in a lively
give and take session. In business this is commonly known as a SWOT
analysis; Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats. This forms the
foundation for the initial development of an operating strategy, reviewed
annually, insuring the corporation goes forward in an organized
structured manner benefiting the membership’s needs and MI’s future.
A summary of this activity will be shared with the membership by
sending it out to the chapters for review and most importantly input and
feedback. This is an important opportunity for the membership to have
a say in MI administration.
On Saturday, April 7th the Board waded into an agenda that included
a report by our executive accountant team highlighting various financial
aspects of MI’s operations including the impending filing of the IRS
reinstatement. Then came reports by all Vice Presidents on their
committee’s activities of the past year and a look forward. Senior
Regional Representative reports were given with their respective
Regional Representatives. Again, some lively debate. These reports
will be available on the MI website and/or in the meeting minutes by the
time you receive this issue of MUSKIE. Please take the initiative to
review the information and be informed as the Board is open to
suggestions from the membership at large.
We appreciated the attendance of guests and their questions and
observations. When needed, the Board holds elections for Vice
President’s; their term of office are two-year terms. Nominated and
elected to the Board and taking the Oath of Office are as follows:
Vice President-Internal Affairs: Jeff Micholic from Chapter 28,
previously a Region Representative for Region 2
Vice President-Youth: Lila Warren from Chapter 63, she will also
serve as a committee member for Fisheries
Vice President-Communications: Gary Quedenfeld from Chapter 39
Vice President-Corporate Secretary: Jim Fritz from Chapter 28
(appointed last Fall)

Vice President-Finance/Treasurer: John Hintze from Chapter 8
(previously elected at the March 27th Special Board Meeting).
Appointed to fill the vacancy left by Jeff Micholic as Region 2 Regional
Representative was Tyler Kennedy, President, Chapter 62, who will
need to be officially elected at the Region’s fall meeting.
Please join with me in welcoming these new Board members and
thanking them for volunteering to serve the membership. Continuing to
serve their term is Jim Moore continues as Vice President-Fisheries and
Research and Jim Evers continues as Vice President-Membership. Special
recognition to Fred Brogle for serving as Vice President-Internal Affairs
during 2017-18 and Patrick Krumenacker, Vice President-Communications
2017-18 who are retiring from the Board. The Board is grateful for their
service.
It is with great pleasure we can say we have a fully staffed Board that
has not been in place for some time. The Board extends it appreciation to
Bob Petzke (Membership) and wife Daelyn along with SRR Frank Walter
and wife Sally for working with the Hyatt Hotel staff and managing the
hospitality suite for the informal after-meeting gatherings. Additionally,
a sincere thanks to Lorin Nevling for acting as Parliamentarian for the
meeting.
As part of the President’s Report to the Board, I shared the following
words: “I’m honored to serve as MI’s President, thankful for the
involvement, commitment and support of each Board and Executive
committee member, Vice President’s, and committees as well as the
membership at large. I’m not in charge. We, as an administration of the
corporation, carry the load together and can continue to be successful in
greater ways as we collaborate, respecting one another’s opinions, and at
the end of the day, insure that we are managing and growing an
organization in an ethical manner that benefits the men, women and
families that make MI what it is, for what it represents and for whom we
work.”
I also want to thank Chapter 3, Chicagoland Muskie Hunters, for
inviting me to attend and represent the MI Board at their 50th Anniversary
Banquet. On behalf of the MI Board we look forward to continuing our
work in 2018-19 and the memberships support. Spring is here. So,
launch that boat and good luck!
- Jim Ashton FISH ON!
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Chapter 65 and the Utah Division of Wildlife of fish stocked continues to increase each year. No age
Muskies, Inc. Chapter 65 and the biologists from the
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources recently teamed
up to study the age and growth of one of the Mountain
West’s premier tiger muskie fisheries. The study is
taking place at Pineview Reservoir and 2017 marked
the first year of this three-year investigation. The goals
of the study are to describe the age, distribution, and
growth of tiger muskie and there is optimism the
methods used may also
lead to a precise
population estimate.
To conduct the study,
members of Chapter 65
were trained by biologists
to record the length of
each fish caught, remove
the first three rays from
Female tiger muskie fin ray
the right pelvic fin, note
sample 46 inches 11 years
old.
the sex of the fish, and
insert an anchor with a
unique
identification
number below the dorsal
fin. The study is off to a
great start. In 2017, the
two
organizations
collected fin ray samples
from nearly 100 fish and
tagged
over
120
Female tiger muskie fin ray
individuals. A majority
sample 30 inches and two
of the fish sampled were
years old.
caught by MI 65 members
during their normal
recreational fishing trips.
Pictures are of three fin
ray samples.
Early results from the
study indicate that
Pineview Reservoir has a
healthy population of
tiger muskie improving
Male tiger muskie fin ray
as the number and quality
sample 40 inches 6 years old.
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classes were missing from the population for those
years when fish were stocked and stocking events of
10,000 fish or more (regardless of size) were linked to
stronger year classes. The maximum age of fish
observed was 11 years and on average it takes six years
to produce a 40-inch tiger muskie at this reservoir.
While we are aware of no other studies of tiger muskie
age and growth, growth rates of this population
compare favorably to reports of muskellunge growth
from populations in Illinois, Virginia, and Wisconsin.
Future work will focus on collecting enough pelvic ray
samples to develop sex-specific growth curves and
continuing to tag and recapture fish in hopes of getting
a precise population estimate. The study is ongoing.
- Chris Penne, Chapter 65, Northern Region Assistant
Aquatics Program Manager Aquatic Biologist

2018 Hugh C. Becker Foundation Awards
Announcement
The Twin Cities Chapter of Muskies, Inc. and the
Hugh C. Becker Grant Committee are pleased to
announce the recipients of Grants for 2018. With these
awards, the total of awards issued since the beginning
of the program (in 2008) will be over $1,475,000.00
The order of funding dates for 2018, with amounts
totaling $105,000.00 are as follows:
- (Reissue of funds returned from the Michigan
Muskie Alliance for critical feed for the Wolf Lake
Hatchery; not included in 2018 total amount.)
February - $2,000.00
- To provide funds for adding a 10’ Talon Anchor for
the Minnesota DNR in Little Falls assessment project
through the St. Cloud Chapter #37 of Muskies, Inc.
March - $1,900.00
- To fund the Minnesota DNR Waterville Hatchery
with continuing new equipment for raising muskies.
March - $6,000.00
- To assist the Minnesota Muskie and Pike Alliance
(MMPA) for political lobbying efforts with the
Minnesota State Legislature.
March - $8,000.00

- To fund the Minnesota DNR Hatchery with new
equipment for the raising of muskies.
March - $8,500.00
- To provide the Minnesota DNR NE, NW, Central,
and South Regional Fisheries offices with muskie
“pit-tagging” equipment through the management of
the St. Paul Offices.
March - $7,200.00
- To continue to partially support the cooperative
Minnesota and Wisconsin DNR’s muskie research on
the St. Louis River to include the southern shore of
Lake Superior.
March - $6,000.00
- To partially fund muskellunge caught “Hooking
Mortality” research through the University of
Wisconsin/Stevens Point College of Natural
Resources.
March - $5,000.00
- To partially fund the expansion of the Genetics
study of the Leech Lake strain of muskellunge in
Wisconsin waters through the University of
Wisconsin/Stevens Point College of Natural
Resources.
March - $4,000.00
- To partially fund the collaborating study by Nebraska
(training biologist), Wisconsin, and South Dakota to
evaluate the post-stocking survival of muskellunge
fingerlings in four (4) eastern South Dakota lakes.
March - $5,500.00
- To support the Minnesota State High School Muskie
Fishing program through the North Metro Chapter 21
of Muskies, Inc.
April - $3,000.00
- To partially match funding of the Minnesota High
School Muskie Fishing sectional program through
the North Metro Chapter 21 of Muskies, Inc.
April - $1,000.00
- To support the Kinkaid Lake Clean-up program by
the Shawnee Muskie Hunters Chapter 28 of Muskies,
Inc.
April - $1,100.00.
- To fund part of the Metro Day Camps through
Fishing for Life (FFL) programs in the Twin Cities of
Minnesota.
April - $3,500.00
- To support the stocking research (survival) on Iowa
Great Lakes through the Iowa Great Lakes through
the Upper Great Lakes Chapter 29 of Muskies, Inc.
April - $5,000.00
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- To help fund the Turning Leaf Youth Program by
the Between the Lakes Chapter 20 of Muskies, Inc.
April - $2,000.00
- To continue to support the Minnesota DNR East
Metro Fisheries Offices in the telemetry study of the
Mississippi, St. Croix, and Minnesota Rivers with
replacement equipment.
April - $1,230.00
- To partially fund the Leech Lake Area Watershed
Foundation in their efforts to acquire shoreline land
in Miller Bay to protect critical spawning area habitat
for muskies.
April - $8,000.00
- To match funding of the Minnesota State High
School Muskie Fishing program through the Twin
Cities Chapter 1 of Muskies, Inc.
May - $2,500.00
- To provide funding for the Big Brothers and Big
Sisters and Family Fun Festival programs by the St.
Cloud Chapter 37 of Muskies, Inc.
May - $1,500.00
- To assist in funding muskie forage at the Linesville
Hatchery (PA) throughout the Three Rivers Chapter
16 of Muskies, Inc.
May - $1,500.00
- To continue the funding to Muskies Canada in their
restoration of muskellunge project at Lake Simcoe.
May - $5,000.00
- To support the Youth Conservation Alliance (YCA)
for their programs in Hayward, WI.
May - $5,000.00
- To assist the stocking efforts of Bill’s Musky Club
in central Wisconsin.
May - $4,550.00
- To help fund stocking muskies through the 12
Apostles Musky Club of Wisconsin.
May - $2,500.00
- To help fund stocking muskies through the
Consolidated Musky Club of Wisconsin
May - $3,000.00
- To fund stocking muskies through the Wisconsin
League of Musky Anglers (WILMA).
May - $2,000.00
- To fund stocking muskies through the Wausau Area
Chapter 62 of Muskies, Inc.
May - $600.00
- George Selcke

(MUSKIE News continued on page 6)
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Region 3’s First Annual Chapter Challenge
Muskies, Inc. Region 3’s First Annual Chapter
Challenge was held in Morehead, Kentucky at Cave
Run Lake on March 16 - 18, 2018. Competing for the
trophy were members from three chapters, and three
unaffiliated members, in teams of one and two. A total
of 34 members participated.
The event began
with a Friday evening
registration at the
local
community
center.
Regional
Representatives Bob
Group Photo
Sisson and David
Johnson
and
Tournament Director Mike Moschell were introduced
by Master of Ceremonies Tony Grant. Rules were
reviewed and teams introduced themselves. Each
participant received a Muskies, Inc. bait and a Tony
Grant rattle bait. Then, local guide Gregg Thomas gave
a presentation of current lake conditions and
recommended approaches, along with some exciting
video of recent catches.
Jim Moore later stated,
“I did just what Gregg
said to do, and it
worked!”
Two 41-inch beauties
were hooked and
released on Saturday,
Jim Moore and his winning fish.
along with about 16
short fish. One of the big girls came in on a rattle bait,
another was trolled up on a WV made Cullison Slab
bait; A 32-inch and a 30-inch muskie were netted and
released.
A delicious buffet
banquet was provided
by Pop’s BBQ. Vicepresident of Fisheries
and Research Jim
Moore gave a brief
update on several of
the projects with which
Second place winner, Brian Gamble
Muskies,
Inc.
is
involved.
Tom
Timmerman of the KY Department of Fish and Wildlife
gave a presentation about local muskie programs.
Then, Rod Middleton, manager of the local state
muskie fish hatchery, showed a Power Point presentation
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on the rearing and stocking process that raises our
favorite sport fish.
Sunday was sunny with blue skies. Several fish were
contacted before the 1 p.m. close, including one 33
incher. A total of 23 fish were caught. Final results
found a tie for first place between the team of Jim
Moore and Mike Moschell from Chapter 9 and the solo
team of Brian Gamble from Chapter 52.
In accordance with the rules, a coin was flipped to
determine the winner of the tie-breaker. Chapter 9 was
declared the winner. Jim Moore thus also won the Big
Fish trophy sponsored by Kentucky Mountain Muskie
Lodge and Guide Service, Mr. Gamble won the big fish
money pot and a second place plaque. Third place
honors went to the Chapter 41 team of Chris and Jerry
Stayer.
The
traveling
trophy (shown here)
and plaque awards
were made by
Chapter 52 member,
Mike Patrick, of the
local Frank Patrick
Customs.
Other
sponsors were Tony
Grant’s Mountain Muskie Lodge and Guide Service,
and Chapter 41 who provided up-front expense money
in anticipation of a reimbursement grant from Muskies,
Inc. The second annual Region 3 challenge tournament
will be scheduled for the same place and weekend next
year.
- Mike Moschell

Muskies, Inc. Hall of Fame Class of 2018
January 15, 2018 the doors of the Muskies, Inc. Hall
of Fame swung open to admit two additional members.
With 28 years of history, the hall is now represented by
75 members and 20 chapters.
VINCE TROTTA
After fishing for muskies in his native Pennsylvania,
Vince Trotta migrated to Minnesota in 1990 and
immediately joined the Twin Cities chapter. He became
actively involved in chapter activities almost
immediately.
During the lead-up to MI’s 40th Anniversary Vince
undertook a project to organize and catalog MI
documents and artifacts. His research located MI
founding members and his befriending of the Gil
Hamm family resulted in the gifting of the Hamm
family scrapbook to the Muskies, Inc. archive.

Vince prepared displays of
historic
photographs,
documents, and various
memorabilia for this 40th
Anniversary
Celebration.
Everything,
along
with
additional items obtained
during the next ten years,
would be preserved and used
again during the 50th
Anniversary Celebration in
Vince is all smiles when he’s
2016.
admitted into the MIHOF.
Vince became the primary
archivist for the Muskies, Inc.
collection for the next ten years
leading up to the 50th Anniversary.
Along with Juris Ozols, he established
the Muskies, Inc. History and
Archives Committee. As co-chair of
this committee he collected and
organized available historical
documents, including old newsletters
and magazines, as well many other
Vince is shown here
artifacts. For this ten-year period,
receiving his plaque from Vince provided storage for most of
member Denise.
this collection.
Helen Ness was the first female
member of Muskies, Inc., a member of the Hall of
Fame, a decorated WWII Lieutenant Colonel, and an
early proponent of muskie fishing. When Vince heard
that the Ness family was interested in disposing of two
of her mounts he pursued it. The result was the
honoring of Helen Ness at the Minnesota Veterans
Home along with one of her mounts. The long-standing
relationship of Chapter 1 and the Veterans Home exists
to this day.
Vince was also one of the primary photographers for
MI events during this ten-year period, providing a
photographic record of Twin Cities chapter activities
and serving as interviewer in numerous historical
videos produced by Juris Ozols. Once the MI calendar
project was launched, he provided much of the content
and pictures for the historical information provided
with that calendar.
Lastly, he spent time through the years on the chapter
board of directors and served a stint as field editor of
MUSKIE Magazine, authoring or contributing to
several articles.
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TERRIE DUBE’
The late Terrie DuBe’ could
best be described as a compact
bundle of endless energy. At
her passing, she had been a
Twin Cities Chapter member
for over 30 years and had been
involved in most chapter
activities during that time. She
Denise is shown here
was instrumental in the yearly
holding Terrie’s plaque
success of the chapters Veterans
admitting her into MIHOF.
Home opener and the Capable
Partners
outing,
which
provided fishing opportunities for handicapped
members.
Terrie was right there each fall, harvesting minnows
for the muskie fry raised each year in the chapter’s
ponds. She headed up the chapter’s ponds committee
for their winter picnic for several years, as well as
participated in the chapter annual highway cleanup.
Terrie served on the chapter board for many years and
held the offices of Treasurer and Vice President. She
received the chapter Muskie Award in 1997; an honor
befitting the chapter MVP for that year.
Terrie was part of the committee that produced the
Frank Schneider, Jr. Memorial Muskie Tournament for
many years and served as co-chair for two years, and as
chair for an additional four years.
In 1998 Terrie answered the call and became the
Muskies, Inc. Administrative Secretary. She served in
this position for seven years. During this time, Terrie
traveled the country recording the proceedings of the
MI annual meetings and handling the membership and
renewal processes that were less automated in those
years.
Terrie loved to fish also and was part of the chapter
team in the annual Chapter Challunge for many years.
Along with her partner she was part of the only allfemale team on the Professional Muskie Tournament
Trail (PMTT) for a number of years. After moving to
the Leech Lake area, she started her own guide service
and shared her love and knowledge of muskie fishing
with many clients.
Terrie lost her courageous battle with cancer in late
2017. This writer is lucky to count both Terrie and
Vince among his circle of friends. Welcome to the Hall.
Steve Budnik is MIHOF Chair and can be reached at: skbudnik@
centurytel.net and at 715-686-7852. Nominations for the Hall of
Fame are open at this time and close each year on November 30th.
Please contact Steve for a copy of the HOF criteria/qualifications
before submitting a nomination.
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In science, the signal-to-noise ratio is used to
describe the amount of background “noise”
relative to a desired signal or outcome. The greater
the noise, the harder it is to detect something.
And right now, it’s pretty noisy in
Minnesota. Again…
Once more, anti-muskie groups are
pushing misinformation on state legislators claiming favorites. I really enjoy seeing the breadth of muskie
muskie will destroy Minnesota (walleye and panfish) projects being undertaken by biologists and Muskies,
fisheries. Never mind the fact that the available science Inc. chapters alike. Pretty amazing that, since 2008
in no way, shape or form supports that assertion.
when the Becker grant was established, almost $1.5
And do you remember that scene in Jurassic Park, million dollars has been distributed! Take a look at
where the little kid uses his night vision binoculars to page 4 in this issue for a list of the projects funded in
look for the goat that was put into the T-Rex enclosure? 2018, which range from muskie stocking and restoration
Then he sees it’s missing and then the camera cuts to efforts to support for the Youth Conservation Alliance
and lake cleanups.
the T-Rex chowing down on said goat?
Good luck to everyone in 2018! And as always,
If you believe the opposition, a muskie is like that
T-Rex from Jurassic Park. Someone from the anti- remember two things: 1) practice catch-and-release and
muskie contingent actually went on record as saying 2) wear your sunscreen.
that stocking muskies would be like tossing “tigers [or
T-Rexes] into a pen of goats”.
- Sean Landsman, Assitant Editor
Impressive hyperbole, and attention grabbing for
sure, but hardly the truth.
What I find disturbing about such a
legislative action is that it undermines
the duties of the DNR and is based on
fear, not fact. It’s a shame we have to
fight this disinformation repeatedly.
Lots of energy expelled fighting a
“Rip-N-Lips” Muskie Extravanza
frustrating amount of misinformation
We offer some of the best trophy muskie waters on
and fear-mongering. Seems to me a
Lake of the Woods – Stevens, Stony and
better use of the opposition’s time
Sabaskong Bay
would be spent figuring out how to
• Remote Island Camp (boat-in)
catch more walleye, not blaming
• All-inclusive American Plan • Housekeeping cabins
another fish and stoking fear among
• Free guided tour with map of muskie hotspots
walleye anglers. But, I guess that’s
• Professional guide with 21 years lake experience
Write or Phone:
• Specializing in personal service
just me…
We will donate
1-807-484-2930
5% of your fishing
In (much) more positive news, the
U.S. residents call Toll-Free 1-866-894-0674
package to the muski
issue of MUSKIE where we announce
e
Box 126, Nestor Falls, Ontario P0X1K0
club of your choice!
the recipients of the Hugh C. Becker
e-mail: info@youngswildernesscamp.com
Ask for details
Foundation grants is one of my
www.youngswildernesscamp.com
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Name:
Job:
Service:

Charlie Bolton
Blank Specialist
10 Years

LEARN MORE AT STCROIXRODS.COM

www.muskiesinc.org
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FEBRUARY 2018 LUNKER OF THE MONTH:
From Chapter 18, Proctor, WV is Bernie Klug who
caught this nice 47 incher for the Lunker of the Month.
Bernie was fishing Piedmont Lake and was working a
shoreline that basically had no structure other than a
slight break line to follow. It was a calm morning and
the fish struck in the first hour of fishing. Water temp
was close to 42 degrees and he was using one of his
own baits that he makes called the Klug-O, in a black
and silver, jerk-bait lure. Bernie was fishing this area of
the lake as it is a time and place to pattern for fish
preparing to spawn.

Greetings Muskie Anglers:
This is our first log report for 2018 and the accounting
below may be sparse, but that is the norm for this time
of year. Some fish were caught, mainly out east and to
the south. This will change as we progress through the
summer and fall. I thought I would give you some
totals on last year. Many people had low counts while
some had their best records; it was a goofy year to say
the least. Last year we had 12,529 fish registered and
there were 293 that hit the 50-inch mark or longer with
58 inches being our longest. So really, when it comes
to numbers we had a fantastic year.
JANUARY 2018 LUNKER OF THE MONTH: Our
first big fish starting the year comes from Edward
Lawton of Blacksburg, VA, Chapter 9. Ed was out on
the New River the last day of January by himself and
was casting on a drift down stream and trolling on the
upside. Using a Bluegill Super Shad he raised this fish
and turned the boat around and started his troll back
when he hooked the fish. Under cloudy skies and calm
winds the fish came around 4:00 p.m. The muskie was
a 46 incher and a good way to start the year. Good way
to start the season Ed!
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MEN’S TOP 25: Jason Heilman from Ford City, PA
Chapter 16 got his first fish of the season but took some
effort. His launch site on the Allegany River had an ice
jam so he used his little plastic Coleman Jon Boat with
an electric trolling motor. The water was about fourfeet high and he just went out to drift some live bait in
some of his favorite areas. Using some big creek chubs
Jason was working a slight eddy area and about an hour
and a half into his outing he caught a nice 43 incher. He
was fishing by himself and with the small boat could
only get a picture with the fish in the net.

MEN’S DIVISION:
Stephen Howell from
Morgantown,
WV
(Chapter 9) has a little
bit of a head start with
13 fish caught already.
When I interviewed
Stephen on March 9th
he said he say the day
before he had a four fish
day. That is great for this
time of year. As I noticed
in last year’s log the
same seems to be
coming through, as river
fish seem to be a ticket
out east this time of year.
Stephen is mainly fishing the Monongahela River and
most of his fish have come from jigging a Bondi Bait.
He is fishing river drops and current tails where the
water is 10 to 20 feet deep. The rivers at this time of
year coincide to the spring spawn migration.

It is not unusual to have a low fish count at this time
of year. For this article the log was closed on March 9,
2018, and there were no fish registered in the following
divisions:
Women’s Top 25, Women’s Division, Women’s
Masters, Junior Top 25, Junior Division, Fly Top 25,
and Fly Division.
Just a final note to the log readers, for the last year I
have featured the Lunge Log and I have thoroughly
enjoyed bringing the divisional storylines to you. I
have learned much about muskie fishing across the
nation; doing the work of Jim Bunch has been a
rewarding task. At our April 2018 board meeting I will
be changing positions within Muskies, Inc. I need to
take my retirement and with that, I need to say goodbye to the Log and want to thank you for your support.
Your new Log administrator will be Kevin Richards, a
name known to many of you. Please welcome Kevin
as your new log Lunge Log Administrator and please
give him your support.
Good Luck & Good Fish’n,
- Fred E.sox Brogle

MEN’S MASTERS DIVISION: Bob D. Marshall
from Bowerston, OH (Chapter 19) has a place on the
Leesville Lake and is faced with high water this time of
year. Bob is another angler who could not get his boat
in the water but had an itch to fish, so he used his
canoe. Paddling up not far from the house Bob was
throwing a “bass” chartreuse Rattle Trap in about two
to three feet of water. It was a sunny morning with a
front coming in, water temps close to 40 when he got
this nice 41 incher.
HYBRID DIVISION: Our first and only tiger, so far
this season, was caught by Danny Kurttila from
Wyoming who is a non-affiliate member with
Muskies, Inc. Danny got the 30 incher on Lake
Cameahwait and was jigging an orange Rapala in 15
feet of water. Danny was unavailable for a storyline
and photo.

www.muskiesinc.org

2018 MUSKIE Deadlines
Issue

July/August
September/October
November/December
January/February (2019)
March/April (2019)
May/June (2019)

Deadline Date

May 20th
July 20th
September 20th
November 20th
January 20th, 2019
March 20th
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Lunge Log Tables

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Rank / Member Name
Jeramiah Wilmoth
Bernie Klug
Edward T. Lawton
Anthony Ashby
Jason Heilman
Bernie Klug
Taylor Wetzel
Kevin Butts
Gary Wendell
Ben Klug
Stephen Howell
Stephen Howell
Bob D. Marshall
Charles R. Carpenter
Stephen Howell
Nicholas Weesies
Anthony Ashby
Timothy A Smith
Edward T. Lawton
Edward T. Lawton
Shan Horsley
Nicholas Weesies
Nick Adams
Stephen Howell
Stephen Howell

Chapter
63
18
9
9
16
18
9
3
63
18
9
9
19
9
9
17
9
19
9
9
52
17
52
9
9

Men's Top 25 (as of March 9, 2018)
Length
Date Caught
Lake
47.75
47.00
46.00
43.00
43.00
43.00
42.50
42.50
42.00
42.00
42.00
41.25
41.00
41.00
41.00
40.80
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
39.80
39.50
39.00
39.00

3/4/18
2/26/18
1/31/18
1/31/18
2/10/18
2/28/18
1/22/18
2/15/18
2/6/18
2/28/18
3/5/18
2/1/18
2/28/18
2/28/18
3/8/18
2/10/18
1/31/18
2/20/18
2/22/18
2/22/18
3/4/18
2/9/18
1/28/18
1/22/18
3/8/18

Kanawha River
Piedmont Lake
New River
Potomac River
Allegheny River
Piedmont Lake
Monongahela River
Kaskaskia River
New River
Piedmont Lake
Monongahela River
Monongahela River
Leesville Reservoir
NF Hughes River
Monongahela River
Melton Hill Lake
Potomac River
Piedmont
New River
New River
Cave Run Reservoir
Melton Hill Lake
Cave Run Reservoir
Monongahela River
Monongahela River

County

Kanawha
Guernsey
Montgomery
Berkeley
Armstrong
Guernsey
Monongalia
Shelby
Fayette
Guernsey
Monongalia
Monongalia
Carroll
Ritchie
Monongalia
Knox
Berkeley
Belmont
Montgomery
Montgomery
Rowan
Knox
Rowan
Monongalia
Monongalia

State

WV
OH
VA
WV
PA
OH
WV
IL
WV
OH
WV
WV
OH
WV
WV
TN
WV
OH
VA
VA
KY
TN
KY
WV
WV

Lure

Homemade Glide Bait
Klug-o
Shad Rap
Hot Tail Glider
Chub
Klug-o
Bondy Bait
Homemade
Shallow Invader
Klug-o
Bondy Bait
Bondy Bait
Rattle Trap
Crane Bait
Bondy Bait
Shallow Invader
Hot Tail Glider
Rat-L-Trap Crank
Bucher Shallow Raider
Baby Depth Raider
Custom-made Bucktail
Shallow Invader
Bulldawg
Bondy Bait
Bondy Bait

Men's Division (as of March 9, 2018)
Rank / Member Name Chapter
City
State
Muskies Caught Points Total
1 Stephen Howell
9
Morgantown
WV
13
147
2 Taylor Wetzel
9
Sistersville
WV
5
55
3 Anthony Ashby
9
Martinsburg
WV
3
42
4 Bernie Klug
18
Proctor
WV
2
38
5 Nicholas Weesies
17
Bolingbrook
IL
3
37
6 Willard Ferrell
9
Fairmont
WV
3
30
7 Ben Klug
18
Moundsville
WV
3
29
8 Gary Wendell
63
Charleston
WV
3
27
9 Robert Edward Thaxton
63
Charleston
WV
2
25
10 Jeramiah Wilmoth
63
Ivydale
WV
1
22
11 John R. Marks
41
Zanesville
OH
2
18
12 Jason Heilman
16
Ford City
PA
1
17
13 Kevin Butts
3
Chicago
IL
1
17
14 Nick Adams
52
Vanceburg
KY
1
14
15 Timothy A. Smith
19
Rogers
OH
1
14
16 Shan Horsley
52
Tollesboro
KY
1
14
17 Michael F. Zicafoose
9
Fairmont
WV
1
12
18 Michael DiGuiseppe
50
Spring City
PA
1
12
19 Andy Reynolds
49
Monon
IN
1
12
20 Michael Kopp
50
Easton
PA
1
11
21 Frank Porupski
16
New Salem
PA
1
11
22 Will Tolerton
19
Paris
OH
1
8
23 Thomas E. Welter
52
Lawrenceburg
IN
1
7
24 Clinton Fought
63
Elizabeth
WV
1
5
25 Matthew Ross
63
Elizabeth
WV
1
4
26 Ryan Metheney
63
Spencer
WV
1
4
27 Randy Huizenga
11
East Moline
IL
1
4

Average Length
37
37
40
45
38
36
36
35
38
48
35
43
43
40
40
40
38
38
38
37
37
34
33
31
30
30
30

Average Length
40
37
41
35
31
30

Rank / Member Name
1 Edward T Lawton
2 Charles R Carpenter
3 Bob D Marshall
4 Rick Swain
5 Walter Krause
6 Danny Kurttila

Chapter
9
9
19
42
28
0

Men's Masters Division (as of March 9, 2018)
City
State
Muskies Caught Points Total
Blacksburg
VA
5
71
Harrisville
WV
2
22
Bowerston
OH
1
15
Upland
IN
1
9
Collinsville
IL
1
5
Riverton
WY
1
4

Rank / Member Name
1 Danny Kurttila

Chapter
0

Hybrid Division (as of March 9, 2018)
Length
Date Caught
Lake
County
30.25
2/9/2018 Lake Cameahwait Fremont
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State
Lure
WY Rapala Jig

Muskies, Inc. 10-year Partnership with
Fittante Replicas Benefits Members!
- Kevin Richards, Lunge Log Administrator

The 2018 Members Only Fishing Contest (MOFC) marks the 10th year of our partnership with Joe Fittante
to provide replicas to the M.I. members who entered the longest muskies into the MOFC, via the Lunge Log.
Special thanks to Joe for his willingness to trade his beautiful replicas for advertising in MUSKIE.
The replica/advertising partnership began way back in 2000 when our long-time Lunge Log Administrator, Jim
Bunch, started the first partnership with Lax Reproductions.
Under these partnerships Muskies, Inc. has been able to award three replicas almost every year. They go to the
longest qualifying released muskies by a Junior member, by a woman (Women’s and Women’s Master’s Divisions
combined), and by a man (Men’s and Men’s Master’s Divisions combined). That’s how the amazing Jimmy
Bunch set things up.
Jim Bunch retired from his Lunge Log duties three years ago; he died last year about this time. Jim’s vision
and leadership left us set-up pretty well on how the Lunge Log, MOFC, and replica partnership should operate.
However, we faltered a bit on maintaining his level of communication about the replica program. This short
article is meant to get all of us up to date on the replica program and recent winners.
2016 and 2017 Junior Replica Winners - The members may be young but their muskies were not!
2016 Junior Winner is Charles Carlson (left). His big
brother Jack helped him hold this 56.5 inch St. Lawrence
fatty for the photos. The boys were 10 and 12 when Charles
caught this whopper. Here’s part of Charlie’s story about
fighting his huge muskie. “I was fishing with my grandpa,
Mark Carlson, my guide Mike Lazarus, and my brother Jack.
I was scared that the muskie might get off the hook and I
thought I was going to fall off the boat.” Oh, by the way, 10
years earlier their Uncle Luke won the Junior Division with
a 56-incher. I think we all might agree that “grandpa”, Mark
Carlson, is a pretty good guy to fish with!
Special recognition to John Lamont who had the second
longest muskie by a Junior in 2016 with a 53.5-incher from
Cass Lake!
2017 Junior Winner is Marlena Shoffner Marzo. Lani
was 10 years old when she landed this 54-incher while
fishing Lake St. Clair with her step-dad Mike, mom
Sandra, and brother Mason. Lani told us about the
experience. “My muscles were burning a lot and I
was really struggling, my mom asked me if I needed
help, I said NO! This is the longest muskie EVER
in my step-dad’s boat; bigger than any muskie my
brother Mason has caught.” Mason shouldn’t feel too
bad; he had the second longest muskie by a Junior last
year at 52.5 inches!
(Article continued on page 14)
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May / June 2018 .....MUSKIE 13

2016 and 2017 Women’s Replica Winners - three happy ladies!
Three ladies? Two years? Here’s the scoop. It isn’t possible to bring you up-to-date on the 2016 and 2017
Women’s replica winners without mentioning our 2015 winner. Silvia Spitzer had the longest release by a lady
in 2015 (56-inch), 2016 (56-inch), and 2017 (55-inch); all from the St. Lawrence. Congrats! Silvia decided
that one huge replica was enough so she turned down the 2016 and
2017 replicas and allowed us to give them to the next ladies on the
big fish list. Not only was this a great act of generosity, it gave us an
idea. Going forward, no member can win more than one replica in
any division. If the longest release is by a member who has already
won a replica it will go to the next person on the list. So the only
way a member can get two replicas is to win the Junior Division and
one of the adult divisions (the youngsters from the Carlson and Marzo
families have a real shot at this). Silvia liked that I’m calling this
change The Spitzer Rule.
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2016 Women’s Winner - Samantha Gerou is the winner of a Fittante
replica for having the second longest muskie by a woman in 2016. Sam landed her 55.75 incher while fishing the
Elk Chain in Michigan. Great muskie Samantha!
2017 Women’s Winner - Tera Castillo is the winner of a Fittante replica for having the second longest muskie by a
woman in 2017. Tera landed her 54-inch muskie while fishing Green Bay last August. Way to go Tera!
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2016 and 2017 Men’s Replica Winners – historic catches!
We need to put this into historical perspective. From the start of Lunge Log record-keeping in 1970 through the
end of 1989 there were no muskies 57 inches or longer entered into the Lunge Log – ZERO in our first 20 years.
From 1990 through 2015 there were 25 muskies 57 inches or longer entered – that’s 25 in 26 years. In 2016 and
2017 there were SEVEN of these magnum muskies entered into our
Lunge Log – yikes!

caiden

2016 Men’s Winners - four members entered 57-inch muskies into the
Lunge Log in 2016 to create an unprecedented 4-way tie. They were
Caiden Ramsell (Lake Vermilion, MN); Lyle Lesetmoe (Lake Bimidji,
MN); Will Wright (St. Lawrence River, QB); and Chad Lapa (St.
Lawrence River, NY). The MOFC rules called for a coin-toss to break
ties. The winner of the coin toss was Chad Lapa, but as I mentioned
previously, communication was a bit sketchy, especially with the 2016
winners. By the time M.I. contacted Chad he had already had a replica
made by Lax Reproductions and then he caught the longest muskie for
2017, wow! We worked out a deal with Joe Fittante and all four guys
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who caught these 2016 monsters; each will get a gift
certificate from Fittante Replicas for approximately
one-fourth the value of a big muskie replica which
they can use on any future Fittante replica.

Klaus

Will

2017 Men’s Winner is Chad Lapa. Chad got this
hefty 58-inch muskie from the St. Lawrence River
in October 2017. He not only gets the replica
from Joe Fittante, but the honor of having the 10th
longest muskie ever entered into our Lunge Log.
Not bad, tenth out of nearly 400,000 muskies!
We can’t end this story without
congratulating the other two men who
also released mammoth muskies in
2017. Both came from the St. Lawrence.
Gabriel Rosplock entered a 57.25 incher
and Zach Baker had a 57 incher. Way to
go guys!

Chad

lyle
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Mayfly Hatches,

Tapping into the Food Chain
- Adam Glinkman

Mayfly and other insect hatches are often thought of
in a very negative manner by summertime fishermen
who fail to produce good results when these forage
abundances occur. Common thought is that fish
gorge themselves on the heavy presence of insects
and become too “full” to eat any more. It is true that
crappies, bluegills, yellow perch, largemouth bass,
smallmouth bass, walleyes, brown trout, and brook
trout will feed heavily on emerging larvae and adult
mayflies, especially the large and abundant Hexagenia
types of summer, and they often do become less active
for a short time after the brief frenzy of the hatch is
over, but during the actual hatch, some of the best
fishing of the summer can be had for all species by
using tactics that adjust to food chain shifts caused by
these massive yet brief lower link forage introductions.
In many cases, when the time is right, this will allow
fishermen to tap into the food chain and experience
some of the best action of the season. The keys to this
success are understanding insect hatches (which are
extremely complex), understanding the changes they
create in aquatic food chains, and understanding and
implementing successful tactics that take advantage of
the shifts in gamefish feeding behaviors during these
times
Mayflies usually live in annual life cycles of which the
larval or nymph stage is the majority of that time and
the adult stage is very short (usually 1-2 days).
There are many different types of mayflies and
many different types will make up different
populations with their own separate life cycles
in any one lake, reservoir, river, or stream. Also,
there may be different populations of the same
type within the same water that are on different
life cycle schedules (and therefore emerge at
different times throughout the summer).
When swarms of mayflies are seen above the
water flying every which way, this a mating
swarm of the most adult form of mayflies that are
called “spinners”. Shortly after mating, females
drop their eggs into the water while flying just
above the surface or after landing on the surface.
The eggs settle to the bottom and incubate usually
from a few days to a few months depending on
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water temperature, other conditions, and the specific
species. Once hatched, larvae (nymphs) live near the
bottom under rocks or within decaying vegetation and
feed on decaying vegetation or other organic material.
The nymph stage usually lasts several months to almost
a full year. Just before the nymph molts into the dun
(essentially the first adult stage), it swims to the surface
where it rests while the dun emerges from the “shell” of
the nymph, which then becomes nothing but an empty
husk floating on the surface, of which thousands can
be seen collected by the wind after a hatch. This is
when the feeding frenzies begin as panfish, bass, trout,
minnows, chubs, ciscoes, and even walleyes feed on
nymphs as they near the surface and rest on it. The
frenzy continues as the duns must rest motionless on
the surface unable to fly away until their wings dry
(which can take a few minutes to a few hours depending
on conditions). This frenzy can be seen in vast areas
across the surface of lakes as the water appears to boil
from fish eating helpless duns before their wings can
dry. Once a dun’s wings dry, it flies from the surface
and usually lands in trees near the shore of the lake or
river where thousands can often be seen covering trees.
From here the duns molt a second time (mayflies are
of the few insects that molt twice) and turn into the
sexually mature spinners. The husks from this stage are
often seen plastered in huge numbers to lakeside trees

and buildings. The sexually mature spinners mate, the
females lay their eggs, the spinners die, and the cycle
is complete. When the females land on the surface to
deposit their eggs, another frenzy occurs, but it is not
usually as intense as the emergent frenzy. However,
it is usually easily found because it often takes place
directly below the swarms of spinners that are easily
seen often from a great distance away. Often in the
past, these swarms have been so large and dense over
the Great Lakes that they have been detected by doppler
radar. Heavy swarms of mayflies are also indicative of
a healthy waterbody and surrounding watershed. The
declining intensity of mayfly hatches over the last 1530 years is likely due to the increased use of pesticides.
When gamefish are in a mayfly based feeding frenzy,
they typically are very near the surface near weed edges
or over the main basin of the lake. It really depends on
where the nymphs are emerging from as they usually
swim almost straight up when they do. Unfortunately,
the nymph’s habitat can vary greatly so it is necessary
to rely on visual clues as to where these frenzies are
occurring. Though once prime areas are found on
certain water bodies, they are definitely usual suspects
in years to come.
During the frenzy, depending on species present in
the lake or river, panfish, chubs, ciscoes, large minnow
species, bass, trout, and/or walleyes will be feeding
heavily in the top two feet of the water column on rising
nymphs, newly emerged duns, and/or female spinners
laying eggs. Depending on species present, muskies,
northern pike, large walleye, large bass, and/or large
trout will be in the immediate vicinity feeding heavily
on the smaller fish that are largely distracted by their
own feeding and are, therefore, very vulnerable and
attractive to larger predatory fish.
Traditionally, the lack of fishing success during mayfly
hatches is experienced by those who continue to fish in
the wrong areas with the wrong tactics. For example,
jigging or rigging for walleyes near the bottom in 20
feet of water or fishing deep for crappies and bluegills
near deep weed edges. While these tactics may be
very effective soon after a hatch, during the frenzy of a
hatch, the most active gamefish will be where the bugs
are, and it will be obvious. Ignoring nature’s cues will
lead to failure, paying attention will lead to success.
Once a mayfly based feeding frenzy is found, many
presentations will be effective for different species as
long as they are made in the top 2-3 feet of the water
column, including the surface. Match the hatch stuff is
fun and fly fishermen can have a ball with dun and nymph
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patterns,
but a 2 inch
soft plastic
( e v e n
vaguely
resembling
a nymph)
on a jig
h e a d
An emergent, adult mayfly.
(Image
via Creative Commons 0 license)
underneath
a
small
float will likely produce just as well. A leech or a half
crawler underneath a float will also work. For larger
fish, I like to work my way up the food chain with lures
such as Zara Spooks, Husky Jerks, and X Raps; but
those are just three examples on a long list of lures that
will work. For muskies, any shallow running muskie
lure will work. Picking a lure based on confidence and
familiarity is usually the best bet.
In lakes, unless there is a lot of wind, there is usually
little current, so the frenzy based around rising nymphs
and drying duns usually stays in the area above the
bottom the nymphs rose from. In rivers, current carries
the nymphs as they rise from the bottom. It carries the
(Article continued on page 18)
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duns further yet as their wings dry. Therefore, the hatch can be more dispersed. In larger rivers with smaller
hatches, it can disperse to the point that not much of a frenzy (if any at all) occurs. In smaller rivers with large
hatches however, the whole water comes alive. Smaller fish come out to feed with reckless abandon and larger
fish take full advantage of their distracted nature. Again, lures that match insects will take good amounts of fish
and big ones too, but I think for the best chance at large gamefish and the largest fish of all in any water, imitating
the distracted feeding smaller fish is best. For instance, many people who fly fish for trout love the mayfly hatch,
and while it is true that trout can become very focused on a particular forage abundance, I think the biggest trout
can often be caught on large minnow plugs (or something similar).
What lures or baits are chosen and how they are fished is not nearly as important as being in the right place at
the right time and making sure presentations stay in the right part of the water column. Don’t let a mayfly hatch
ruin an outing or even an entire vacation. The most successful fishermen are those that know how and are willing
to adapt to any given set of circumstances. The mayfly hatch is no exception.

Mayflies are well known for
synchronous emergence.
Sometimes, unusually high
numbers emerge simultaneously
and can appear on Doppler
radar as pop-up thunderstorms,
such as this emergence event
that occurred near La Crosse,
Wisconsin in May 2010. (Image via
Wikimedia Commons)

“...build better baits...”

Lure Parts Online, Inc., 580 North Street, Springfield, IL 62704
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Photo
Contest
By: Michael Winther
Photo Editor
pictures@muskiesinc.org

Cole Silcox (Chapter 65) released this beautiful Utah muskie, and the image is well
framed by the mountains and water, while being set off by nearby rocks and plants.
When you’ve got a nice fish in the net, take a few seconds to set up your shot before
pulling it out for a quick measurement and photo. Consider what will be in the background
behind you and use it to help tell the story of your catch - a certain piece of rock or water
(or even a mountain) will help you remember the time and place of that nice catch. On
the other hand, if you want to be able to share your catch without letting others know just
exactly where your secret spot is located, maybe face the other way to help hide some of
the details. Either way, consider your background for better pictures!
Congratulations on a great muskie and a prize-winning photograph, Cole. We’ll have a
prize heading your way soon!
And if you’re interested in being a featured sponsor, please contact Michael Winther
at: pictures@muskiesinc.org, or Kevin Richards at: advertising@muskiesinc.org and
mention the Photo Contest.

www.muskiesinc.org
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Broman
- Mark

Like many, I come from a long line of muskie
fishermen, beginning with my great-grandfather Louie
Bromann who, along with his brother Al in 1926,
purchased a large parcel of land for $600 in Oneida
County, Wisconsin. Much of this land bordered Birch
Lake. The family tree shows that Louie was born in
1866. This puts him at the ripe old age of 62 in the
photo – at a time prior to interstate highways, outboard
Louis H.
Bromann
displaying
his lunker
caught in
1928.

motors, and anything resembling a modern fishing reel.
He caught this one while row-trolling a sucker minnow
with a bamboo pole. I turned 62 this year and thought
that maybe, through some sort of cosmic symmetry or
purely for the sake of tradition, this would be a good
year for me as well.
I’ve been fishing muskie for over 30 years and have
been told by many that catching a 50 incher on an inland
lake is all but impossible. Certainly, statistics bear out
the fact that it is very rare. Up until this year, the lion’s
share of my muskie fishing has been spent floating on
the Manitowish Chain in Vilas County, Wisconsin,
casting relentlessly where some disappointed, skeptical
dissenters have speculated that “there are no 50 inchers
in the Manitowish waters.” This is simply not true.
Fishing for me began with bass and I loved it. It was
always “catch and eat.” Cleaning dozens of them at a
time and then frying fresh fish for the whole crew, and
lots of laughs all day long. The first muskie that I ever
caught was on a large “Jitterbug” surface lure, netted
while standing between my father and my young son.
It was quite a thrill. That changed everything. The big
thrill, as we all know, is what keeps us returning back
time and time again to muskie waters.
After dinner, Louie would like to row, in a long heavy
wooden boat, the entire lake shoreline while dragging
live bait in search of a big hit. Last July I was also fishing
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solo when I caught a nice 35 incher; it was one heck
of a fight. At one point I dropped the net into the lake
and somehow retrieving it with one hand while holding
the fish. It was a loud chaotic battle and I must have
been quite a sight. Eventually I managed to net him (or
her), got the hooks out, measured and then released the
fish safely back into the depths. And I thought, “What
fun this is!” With some kind of good karma going on,
being the same age as Louie was in 1928, surprised
with a large splash near the shoreline, battling the beast,
hauling him in, and all the familiar and frantic things
that go along with muskie fishing.
Of course, hooking into a 50 incher is something
altogether more daunting. You can take the adjective
‘chaotic’ and just double it. Last August 29th there were
six of us in three boats and it was a “Top 10” day on the
waters: lots of blue sky, very little wind, and virtually
no shadows. Maybe not the best day for fishing, but I’m
doing what I like best – fishing with a pal, away from
work, enjoying a cigar, floating in the great Northwoods,
living the dream. Mid-afternoon my buddy Jim Erdman
and I were boating through a long no-wake zone when
my son Charlie called from Chicago. He wanted to
know where we were going to fish, and I told him:
Island Lake. He asked me about the water temperature
(which was 68 degrees) and some other particulars and
for some reason, re-directs me to a different lake on the
chain and what type of lure to throw! Well, if there is
one thing I’ve learned after all these years of angling
it’s this: listen to the other guy if he has any kind of
hunch. Don’t question it and don’t ignore it. For me
anyway, this has often worked out very well.
So, against my prior judgment, which was based
on pure guesswork, I deferred to my son’s empirical
fishing savvy and we wound up in 14 feet of water on
one of the lakes on the chain far from where we had
intended to go. I put a black/orange rubber lure on the
line, and on the second “pull” of the second cast the fish
hit the lure hard.
“I got one!”
“You do?” my buddy Jim asked in disbelief.
“Get the net!!”
“Really?”
“It’s a big one!” and, (after first seeing it) “OH MY
GOD!”
After the ensuing fight (and very difficult net job) was
finally over, you know the drill: put on the gloves,
get him out of the net, get the hooks out, measure him,
lift him up for pictures, then release the muskie. Later,
Jim and I both agreed how surreal the whole process

seemed, because neither of us had ever seen a muskie this
big before. Time passed in slow-motion. The experience
was brand new.
Holding this fish up horizontally, I really could have used
three hands, but I did my best, with forearms still shaking.
One boat passed and upon seeing this monster, whooped out
congratulations. Shortly after, a pontoon passed by while I
was still holding up the muskie for a second picture, and the
four people on that boat said nothing- they just stood and
applauded.
Here’s what I learned:
A Wisconsin muskie measuring 50.5 inches
1) You can catch big muskie on ‘bluebird’ days.
caught by the author.
2) I now retain the family ‘championship muskie belt’ that
I had to relinquish to my son in 2015, after he caught a 49-incher not far from Birch Lake.
3) I have also changed my ‘favorite month’ for muskie fishing.
4) Celebratory shots of whiskey in the boat are a special thing, but they have absolutely no effect on you with a
half-pint of adrenaline coursing through your veins.
5) Good luck falling asleep the night you bring in your first big trophy. Figure about an hour for that.
6) We had no means of weighing this 50 incher but based on length and girth he (she) figured to be 34 pounds.
7) Yes, work is overrated; tight lines are not.
8) Always tip the net man.
Doing a little more research later on, we estimated this muskie to be 19 to 20 years of age. He was a fighter,
but in my opinion you will get every bit if not more of a fight from a muskie in the 42-47 inch range, depending
on any number of factors. It’s a debatable topic and many muskie anglers will definitively give you many varied
opinions about that. But let’s face it, you are going to have your hands full no matter what, once you hook into
one of them.
Thank you, Dad. Thanks, Charlie. Thanks, Jim. Thanks, Louie. I finally got that 50 incher and you guys are all
part of it. So yes, it was well worth waiting for. I suppose it was my turn, and yes, it’s a big thrill for sure.
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Bob Busche (Chapter 33) with a fine
example of Esox masquinongy.

Kara Anderson
with a great picture of a
Nebraska muskie on its
way back to the deeps.

Hilary and Todd
Schulz (Northwoods)
were fishing in the National
Championship
Muskie
Open when Hilary tied into
this nice one.

Tom Maki (Chapter 39) got up early to
catch this Canadian flag reflection on Eagle
Lake.

During the annual
“Border
War”
between
Illinois
(Chapter 28) and
Missouri (Chapter 5),
Kyle
Hilger
caught this nice
Kinkaid Lake muskie
which happened to be
the largest of the day.
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MEMBERS PHOTOS

The drive up to Green Bay paid off for Nichole
Mesnard-Hoaglin (Chicagoland) in a big way.

All
first
muskies
are
remarkable,
but
Sean
Bergsma’s friend caught
one that was especially
interesting.

Mike Moschell’s
camera helped keep
him busy while guide
Mike
Lopresti
was busy in a different
way... shoveling snow
out of the boat in
Kentucky!

Fits the biggest casting and trolling baits up to 14”
Supernaturals, Pounder Bulldawgs, Cannon Balls, and More!

A070 Musky Fat Boy

NEW

Phone: 1-800-US-BUILT

www.muskiesinc.org

•Holds up to 30 baits
•Fifteen 3.5" x 3.5" compartments
•54 variable depth hook slots
•Zippered storage pockets
•Front tool pockets
•Dimensions: 18 ¾” L x 11 ½” W x 15
www.lakewoodproducts.com

info@lakewoodproducts.com

(Text continued on page 28)
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World’s FATTEST Muskies?
Saint John River
National Muskie Challunge
Saturday, October 13, 2018

Join us in Fredericton, New Brunswick for the
launch of an incredible new Muskie fishery.
The Saint John River is quickly becoming one of
North America’s hottest Muskie destinations.
These fish are FAT. Girth / Length ratio is often
greater than 50%.
Get in on the action at Muskies Canada’s first
ever National Outing.
47.75” x 24.5” = 51% Girth/Length Ratio

To Register: WWW.MUSKIESNB.CA
Accommodations: www.riversidefredericton.com
1-800.561-5111

“The Fattest Muskie I have Ever Seen”

- Angelo Viola, Co-host of Fish’n Canada Television Show

We started hearing rumors about muskies on the Saint John River in New Brunswick, Canada. According to a few
hardcore anglers from those parts, muskies were really coming on the last few years and the fish were extraordinary.
They were 10-15% heavier than a similar length fish anywhere else in Canada. The fishery was catching on. So off we
went.
It took us a half a day to get our first fish and about another three hours to get a second fish to the boat. These were
30-34 inch fish but really fat. They really were extraordinary fish. That was it for the first day.
The second day we bagged a beautiful, beautiful muskie. It was 46 inches long and it was the fattest muskie that I
have ever seen. The color on these muskies can only be described as vibrant. They were fantastic.
This fishery is a wonderful opportunity for anybody that wants to break new ground. In terms of muskie fishing, it
is the new frontier. There’s no other place in Canada where muskies are so young and new, and these were young fish.
You could tell. That was really exciting. It has tremendous potential.
I’m predicting that in five years, if the Ministry of Natural Resources leaves it be, this river is going to be one of the
top 10 muskie waters in Canada - it’s just that good. There’s so much there, and of course the bottom line is they’ve
got more food available than just about any other system I’ve ever been on. It’s a quality food base high in protein,
oily, fatty, that’s why they are so fat. That’s why they are such a girthy fish because every time they chomp down on
something it’s chock full of the high nutrients that they can really thrive on.
There’s an event coming up October 13, 2018 on the Saint John River that should draw some real top notch muskie
fanatics. If we get enough real honest-to-goodness intelligent muskie fishing pressure on that system I think the
catches may shock the angling world. There are already reported catches of 50-inchers in that water.
The October 13, 2018 event may be THE WORLD’S FATTEST MUSKIE CHALLENGE. You won’t get the longest
fish, but you might get the fattest. They’re even thinking of a new metric for determining size which is the ratio of
girth to length. In a lot of cases it’s over 50%.
I recommend fishing this event. The experience of going to Canada’s East coast, and experiencing New Brunswick
hospitality, kinship, small communities and being able to catch muskies, what a great bonus!
Note that Muskies, Inc. members will get the same discounted registration rate as Muskies Canada members.
Angelo Viola is one of Canada’s most recognized and respected outdoor enthusiasts. He has the “best job in the
world” as the co-host of the Fish’n Canada Show as well as the Outdoor Journal Radio Show.
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ATTENTION
CHAPTER
CONTACTS:

News

Chapter

&

Views

No. Chapter - President Name: Contact Information

Please make sure
your chapter address
and phone number
is correct on this page
AND on the M.I. website.
Whenever you update
chapter information on
the website, please send an
email to the Editor so we can
keep this page current. Thanks!

01..... Twin Cities - Jim Doyle: 952-920-9818 // tcmi.president@gmail.com
02..... Fargo-Moorhead - Ted Scharl: 701-237-4801
03..... Chicagoland Muskie Hunters - Greg Denny: 847-331-0400 // dennygreg@gmail.com
04..... Titletown/Packerland - Dave Rott: 920-327-2730 // rottdave56@gmail.com
05..... Pomme De Terre - George Donner: 816-678-1623 // george@missourimuskies.org
06..... First Wisconsin - John Imm: 715-839-7089 // info@firstwimuskiesinc.org
07..... South Side Muskie Hawks - __________ : 773-617-9685
08..... Capital City - Winston Hopkins: 608-577-3184 // Winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
09..... West Virginia - Jim Moore : 740-667-3571 // jfmoor@windstream.net
10..... Heartland - Ryan Wilcke: 641-430-6961 // rlwilcke@gmail.com
11..... Mississippi Valley - Sonny Stephens: 309-797-1803 // MIMV11@aol.com
12..... Headwaters - Bill Jacobs: 715-891-5574 // promusky@live.com
13..... Hayward Lakes - Mike Persson: 715-634-4543
14..... South of the Border - Len Szulc: 815-385-9026 // muskyteer@aol.com
15..... Star of the North - Cliff Arola: 218-966-8220 // xlmusky@yahoo.com
16..... Three Rivers - Joel Morrow: 724-859-3386 // jlmo422@hotmail.com
17..... Quad County - Duane Landmeier: 815-695-1494 // dlandmeier@frontier.com
18..... Hopedale - Charlie Alexander: photochas65@yahoo.com
19..... Akron-Canton Muskie Maniacs - Bob McCloud: 330-221-7617 // rmccloud@neo.rr.com
20..... Between the Lakes - Damion Nevers: 920-207-4635 // dnevers1@gmail.com
21..... North Metro - Dan Mruz: President@nmmuskies.com
22..... New Jersey - Cal Huntzinger : 908-319-2205
23..... Cleveland - Sherm Champlin : 330 219 7964
24..... Brainerd Lakes - Jim Kath: 218-821-3669
26..... Central Wisconsin - John Carlson: 715-339-3635 // rossport@pctcnet.net
28..... Shawnee Muskie Hunters - Jim Beaty: 618-971-7806 // jbeaty@certapro.com
29..... Upper Great Plains - __________ : 712-362-2501
30..... God’s Country - Bob Nontelle: 608-799-4030 // bobnontelle@yahoo.com
32..... Flatlanders - Dick Cholke: 815-222-1062 // cholke@mchsi.com
33..... Lake Superior - Curt Ellestad: 218-390-8888 // Curt.ellestad@jamarcompany.us
35..... Milwaukee - Brian Mirek: 414-807-4122 // brimirek@gmail.com
37..... St. Cloud - Paul Amberg: 320-309-1617 // paul@venturecustomrods.com
38..... Alexandria-Vikingland - Katee Campion: 320-293-7910 // campz22@aol.com
39..... Fox River Valley - Steve Kroll: 312-320-6721 // stevekrollcpa@sbcglobal.net
41..... Central Ohio - Bob Sisson: 614-207-1018 // BobSisson919@gmail.com
42..... Hoosier Muskie Hunters - TJ Henriksen: 317-626-6901 // muskieclassic@yahoo.com
46..... Bemidji/Cass Lake - Chris Thury: 612-590-9785 // cthury@midco.net
47..... Michigan Muskie Alliance - Nick Day: // nick@afpspecialties.com
49..... Webster Lake Musky Club - John Dobry: 219-743-4131 // trowel007@yahoo.com
50..... Penn-Jersey - Tom Sabia: 610-585-1038 // bushwacker542@comcast.net
52..... Daniel Boone - Chris Haley: 606-759-7610 // chaley1@windstream.net
53..... Huskerland Muskie Hunters - Matt Tesarek: 402-676-1019 // mtesarek@gmail.com
54..... Southern Crossroads - Dean Peterson: 507-345-8701 // dapeters@hickorytech.net
55..... Mid-Iowa Muskies - Dave Halverson: 515-299-0867 // dave.halverson82@gmail.com
57..... NW TIGER PAC - Michael Floyd: 253-833-1318 // rainbowjigs@aol.com
58..... Lake St. Clair Muskies, Inc. - Charles Legarski: 586-873-9154 // cklegarski@comcast.net
59..... New Mexico Muskies, Inc. - John Gantzer: john_gantzer@msn.com
61..... Northwoods Chapter - Pete Stoltman: 715-356-9758 // pstoltman@northwoodsmuskies.com
62..... Wausau Area Chapter - Tyler Kennedy: 715-498-2016 // tylerckennedy1982@yahoo.com
63..... South Central West Virginia - Jake Flint : 304-364-8878 // muskymessiahlures@yahoo.com
64..... Nittany Valley Musky Alliance - Patrick Krumenacker: 814-421-6502 // nvmainc@gmail.com
65..... Mountain West Muskie - Kim Wagner: 801-540-5602 // K2muskie@gmail.com
69..... New York Muskies - James Reynolds: 585-670-0422
70..... Central New York - Trevor Thieme: 315-571-4046 // cnymuskies@gmail.com
76..... Virginia Chapter - Danny Kesler: 540- 309-1269
90..... Prairieland Muskies -__________ : 507-381-5439

Red Star
indicates a
NEW chapter.
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Chicagoland Muskie Hunters

President – Greg Denny
www.facebook.com/chicagolandmuskiehunters
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM,
North Branch Pizza & Burger, Co.
4520 W. Lake Ave., Glenview, IL

Muskies, Inc. Region 3’s First Annual Chapter Challenge was
held in Morehead, Kentucky at Cave Run lake on March 16th
through the 18th. Competing for the title were members from three
chapters and three unaffiliated members in teams of one and two. A
total of 34 members participated.
The event began with a Friday evening registration at the local community center. Regional Representatives, Bob Sisson and
David Johnson, and Tournament Director, Mike Moschell, were
introduced by Master of Ceremonies, Tony Grant. Rules were reviewed and teams introduced themselves. Then, local guide Gregg
Thomas gave a presentation of current lake conditions and recommended approaches, along with some exciting videos of recent
catches. Jim Moore later stated, “I did just what Gregg said to do,
and it worked!”
About a dozen short fish were contacted on Saturday, along with
two 41-inch beauties. One came on a rattle bait, and another trolled
up on a WV-made slab bait. A 32-inch and a 30-inch were also
netted. Lake conditions had improved considerably from several
weeks ago, when lake levels topped 15 feet over summer pool.
The water was cloudy to stained, within three feet of summer pool
with the dam steadily pulling water. Water temps were in the midto-upper 40’s, and the air temp go up to 50 degrees when the sun
finally broke through.
Sunday was sunny with blue skies. Several fish were contacted before the 1 p.m. close, including one 33 incher. Final results
found a tie for first place between the team of Jim Moore and Mike
Moschell from Chapter 9 and the solo team of Brian Gamble from
Chapter 52. In accordance with the rules, a coin was flipped, and
Chapter 9 was declared the winner. Jim Moore thus won the Big
Fish trophy sponsored by Kentucky Mountain Muskie Lodge and
Guide Service. Mr. Gamble won the big fish money pot and a second-place plaque. Third place honors went to the Chapter 41 team
of Chris and Jerry Stayer.
The traveling trophy and plaque awards were made by Muskies,
Inc. member Mike Patrick of local Frank Patrick Customs. Other
sponsors were Tony Grant and his Mountain Muskie Lodge and
Guide Service, Chapter 41, and a grant from Muskies, Inc. The
second annual Region 3 challenge tournament will be scheduled
for the same place and weekend next year.
- Mike Moschell
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Titletown/Packerland

Dave Rott - President
rottdave56@gmail.com
Meetings held the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 7 p.m.,

at the Green Bay Yacht Club, 100 Bay Beach Road, Green Bay, WI.
Follow us on Facebook at Titletown Muskies, Inc. Chapter 4

The ice on Green Bay has finally decided to go on vacation.
Titletown has muskie fever, and is lined up for another year of
catching giant Green Bay muskie.
With the beginning of a new year, Chapter 4 said farewell to a
few club officers. Bob Volm stepped down as Titletown’s Chapter
President. The club could not be more appreciative of the work
and effort Bob put into continually growing and supporting the
Green Bay Watershed. With the change of hands, we are optimistic
the club will continue to grow and bring forth new ideas to make
the Green Bay the number one muskie fishery in the world. We
welcome long time club member Dave Rott as our new President.
In March, we held our annual banquet with a record attendance
of 220 plus. Chapter 4 is very grateful for the support it received
from its members, community, and sponsors. The money raised
will continue the growth of our fishery and promote youth anglers
into muskie fishing.
At our March monthly meeting, we welcomed a University of
Wisconsin - Stevens Point graduate student to talk about the Telemetry Study they are working on with Green Bay. The study
is part of a project UWSP is conducting to find out more about
muskie spawning behaviors and habitats. They have already pit
tagged 20 muskies, and will start tracking these muskies this
spring. This will help Green Bay with future habitat projects and
natural reproduction goals.
In 2018, Titletown Chapter 4 will also be starting a fishing
league that was brought up by the late Jordan Olsen. This league
will be something that will carry on the passion that Jordan had
for the sport.
Titletown Chapter 4 wishes all the other clubs a safe and exciting 2018 muskie season.
- Chase Clover, Secretary

First place winners were awarded the traveling
trophy and these plaques.
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Pomme de Terre

President - George Donner
816-678-1623 // george@missourimuskies.org
www.missourimuskies.org
Meets: Various days-Call for schedule

There will be meets on various days, see the website calendar
for details.
Springtime comes none too soon to the lower Midwest where
no closed season allows early fishing and some surprising catches.
March proved a good month. March 10th opened the on-the-water
season with the annual Border War outing; Chapter 5 (Pomme de
Terre) verses Chapter 28 (Shawnee Muskie Hunters of southern
Illinois). As usual, Shawnee were gracious hosts with the event
this year on Lake Kinkaid with water temps in the mid-to-upper
forty-degree levels. 18 teams fished for the traveling trophy, seven
from Pomme de Terre; however, only one team boated fish. Other
fish were seen, a few missed, but the team of Randy and Kyle Higler won the day with four fish measuring 16-inches, 23.5-inches,
33.5-inches, with the big fish of 40.5-inches falling to Kyle Hilger.
Enjoy the new rod and reel, Kyle. The food, as it always is, was
stupendous with VP Larry Owens grilling the steaks to compli-

CHAPTER
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First Wisconsin

President - John Imm
715-839-7089 // info@firstwimuskiesinc.org
www.firstwimuskiesinc.org
Meets 1st Monday of the month. Check website for location and time as it alternates.

6

If you are feeling like us, the wallets have lightened after expo
season, and the warmer weather and melting snow have fueled the
want to be on the water. It’s the final stretch to make sure all gears
are lubed, boats are tuned, lines are wound tight, and hooks are
sharpened. With all of the extra knowledge we’ve gained from the
recent seminars and presentations, this year will be more productive than the last, right?
A few things have happened over the winter and we are looking
forward to a great year. Here are a few things we have been up to:
- Planning is underway for our 42nd Annual Catch and Release
Tournament. We are looking forward to another great year.
- Over the winter, we had a very generous donation given to us.
We also had a request to help support one of the local youth fishing teams around the same time. We decided it was a great way
to help support local sport fishing, as well as continue to support

www.muskiesinc.org

youth programs. We used
the donation to purchase
fishing gear for the Rice
Lake High School Fishing Team.
On another high note for
our Chapter this year, we
had two members set the
bar for successful fishing
this year! Brian Wright and
Fisher Smith both took 3rd
at the National level in their
respective divisions. Their
smiles in this photo tells it
all!
Don’t forget out Annual
Tournament is September
14-16, 2018. Fees before September 1st, will be as follows:
- Single $50 (after $55)
- Husband/Wife $70 (after $80)
- Juniors $20 (after $20)
For more information, please visit our website at www.firstwimuskies.org.
We’ll keep opening the advent calendar doors until opener is
here. Have a great opener; hope to see you on the water!
- Travis “Bub” Sharer

CHAPTER

ment the baked potatoes, salad, bread, and cookies. The following
day it snowed several inches.
Fish were also moving on Pomme de Terre with a March 15th
report of a 33-inch muskie caught on a rattletrap while largemouth
bass (over 20-inches) hit well on jerk-baits and slow spinners.
Walleye were also caught on jerk-baits along shallows with access
to deep water.
The First Annual Fred Wehrli Memorial Tournament was held
on April 21st at Pomme de Terre to memorialize Fred’s 33 years as
Chapter Treasurer. Several scholarship funds will also be awarded
to worthy college-bound students from Fred’s part of Kansas. The
final results will follow in the next issue.
April 27th and 28th, 2018 saw several members travel north for
the Detroit River Walleye Trip. This is the first such outing for the
Chapter. We hope to get further details, and future trips together,
for all to enjoy.
The annual Muskie Mayhem Outing and meeting will be on the
19th of May. Members will guide our newest members on Pomme
de Terre, feed them well, and send them home with a good case of
muskie fever. The following day will be Leg One of the King of
the Lake Tournament, a title no one seized last year. Leg Two falls
on September 23rd, the day after Guide for a Day; and Leg Three
will follow on November 3rd. The angler with the most fish/points
will then earn the title King of the Lake on Pomme de Terre.
June will arrive much too quickly with water temps on the rise.
The grand outing of June is growing each year. The Northern Missouri Muskie Trail will take place June 2nd on Hazel Creek Lake,
and on Henry Sever Lake June 3rd. This is a fun event! This is
an important outing, too! The Missouri Department of Conservation uses hours fished and fish caught as two primary statistics for
stocking and management. The MDC has already eliminated four
program lakes due to lack of usage. Members throughout the state
are encouraged to fish these lakes, and this outing is a good way
to share the experience. Note that these two lakes are easy drives
from southern Iowa and northwestern Illinois, and we welcome
any angler to join us. These are good smaller lakes with large fish.
See you dockside.
- Todd Hardin

9

West Virginia

President: Jim Moore
www.westvirginiamuskiesinc.org
Meets: No definite schedule-call

Attendance was down at our Annual Business Meeting and Dinner in Harrisville (WV) on March 10th, 2018. The meeting began
with a minute of silence in memory of Jim Feaster, a longtime
Chapter member. Mr. Feaster was one of our first members and an
inductee into our WV Chapter Hall of Fame. His health and advanced age prevented his participation in recent Chapter activities,
but his involvement was critical during our formative years, and
for many years thereafter.
Secretary John Kaltenecker summarized the minutes of the 2017
Meeting, and Treasurer Darlene Kelley gave the Financial Report.
Jim Moore explained the 2018 Budget, which was discussed in
detail and approved at our Fall Membership Meeting.
Mike Moschell gave the Regional Representatives Report. The
National Board and the Region 3 Group are attempting to make
the organization more democratic. Mike is chairman of a Regional
Chapter Challenge Tournament at Cave Run Lake in KY to be held
on March 17th and 18th.
President Moore updated us on Chapter Projects and DNR activities. Chautauqua strain muskies are again being stocked in some
native waters, such as Tygart River, Stonecoal, and Stonewall
Jackson Reservoir. All muskies put into Stonewall Jackson will be
pit tagged. The Chautauqua fish seem to be better suited and grow
larger than the WV strain in those places.
The Kanawha River Tagging and Tracking Study has ended. No
proposals for regulation changes are being made at this time. DNR
(Text continued on page 28)
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Headwaters

President - Bill Jacobs
715-891-5574 // promusky@live.com
www.headwatersmuskies.com
Meets the first Wednesday of every month @ 7:00 p.m. at Eagle River Inn

Our chapter held elections in December and all officers were
re-elected as follows:
Chapter President, Bill Jacobs; Chapter Vice President, Andy
Hendrickson; Chapter Secretary, Scott Samuels; Chapter Treasurer, Glenn Matula.
The Headwaters chapter had a booth at the Milwaukee and
Wausau Muskie Expos. Thanks to Bill and Bob Jacobs and Scott
Samuels for manning the booths.
Our 40th Annual Awards Banquet was a huge success. Over 100
people attended the banquet held at the Whitetail Inn, St. Germain,
WI. Awards were presented in our Members Only Fishing Contest
are as follows:
Big Fish: Men’s: Jim Korducki, 55.75-inches; Women’s: Pattie
Miller, 48-inches; Junior’s: Alex Pellowski, 48-inches.
Most points winners: Men’s: Jesse Karau; Men’s Masters:
Tony Piantek; Men’s Hall of Fame: Charles Schauer.
Most points winners: Women’s: Magie Duley; Women’s Mas28 MUSKIE..... May / June 2018

ters: Barb Neddo; Women’s Hall of Fame: Pattie Miller.
Most points winners: Junior’s: Adam Piantek; Junior’s Hall of
Fame: JJ Albee.
Mr. & Mrs. Muskie Award: Jerry and Margie Hollnagel.
The President’s Award: Joe Koschnik.
Dale Peterson was presented our Sponsors Award. Our first ever
“Poacher of the Year Award” went to Jeff Miller. Seems he caught
the 53-inch fish that his wife Pattie had follow all the way to the
boat, but her bait had a weed on it, so Jeff stuck his bait down there
and caught the fish. Our free fish replicates from Lax Taxidermy
and the Headwaters Chapter went to Jim Korducki, Linda Jacobs,
and Adam Piantek. Our chapter also received a ‘Thank You’ plaque
from the Boundary Waters Musky Club for our continued support
of their club’s projects.
The next big thing is our 38th Annual Spring Classic Musky
Tournament June 9th and 10th on the Eagle River Chain of Lakes.
For more information, visit our website www.headwatersmuskies.
com or call tournament director, Scott Samuels, at (715) 547-3340
or e-mail scott6915@hotmail.com.
Time for muskie shows, cleaning reels, sharpening hooks, and
making those plans for muskie fishing vacations.
- Dale Peterson

CHAPTER

asks that we report undersized muskies from previously stocked
waters to help them determine if natural reproduction is occurring.
Apple Grove Hatchery improvements have been completed.
Some work remains to be done at Palestine, mostly repairs to the
reservoir.
Jim Moore explained a Delayed Mortality Research Project proposal in the muskies southern range. Water temperature in these
states can reach much higher levels than in the north, resulting in
increased stress to released fish. Jim supports such a study, and
believes he can secure some funding from Muskies, Inc.
2018 Tournament Schedule:
March 24th and 25th: Spring Mail-In with Jim Moore as chair.
May 5th and 6th: Odie Cutlip Memorial, Stonewall Jackson with
Darlene Kelley as chair.
June 16th: Ohio Lakes, Salt Fork with Lisa Tenney as chair.
June 17th: Piedmont.
October 20th: Woodrum Lake with Chris Metz as chair.
November 3rd and 4th: Fall Mail-In with Paul Amick as chair.
Election of Officers for two-year terms:
Chapter President, Jim Moore; Chapter Vice President, Charlie
Carpenter; Chapter Treasurer, Darlene Kelley; Secretary, John
Kaltenecker; Chris Burnette and Jay Dotson were elected to
one-year terms on the Executive Committee; and Nick Gibson
has one-year left on a two-year term.
Thanks to Mac Smith who set up a Facebook Page for our Chapter. Jim Moore encouraged members to post muskie related information.
We enjoyed a dinner of soup beans, corn bread, rolls, vegetable
and chicken noodle soups, and salads. We are grateful to David
and Glenna Kaltenecker, Sharon Crane, Darlene Kelley, and Irma
Jones for preparation of the meal.
After dinner, Jeff Hansbarger, fish biologist, presented the WV
DNR report. Next came the Awards Presentations. We had more
members receiving plaques from the National Contest than ever
before. The meeting finished with our lure auction and raffles.
- John Kaltenecker, Chapter Secretary
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Hayward Lakes

President - Mike Perrson
715-634-4543
www.muskiesinc-hayward.org

Saturday, March 3rd was our Annual Awards Banquet. Our club
has two women who both had excellent catches this year. Claudette Kersten placed first in our Women’s Division with 32 fish and
430 points. She also placed second in the Women’s International
Division. Vickie Shumway placed second in our Women’s Division with 30 fish and 417 points. She also had the largest release
by any club member with a 52.5 from Vermilion. In the Women’s
International Division, Vickie placed third, and her 52.5 tied for
fifth in the Women’s Division. Congratulations, ladies.
Our calendar of events is shown below, remember to check our
website for updates.
May 1st (Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.): General Meeting. Guest speaker will be a local DNR biologist, who will review the results of last
year’s pit tag recaptures and what has been learned. The meeting
will be at Flat Creek Restaurant.*
June 5th (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.): Business Meeting. At 7:00,
there will be a General Meeting; speaker to be announced. The
meeting will be held at Flat Creek Restaurant.*
July 22nd (Sunday at 6:30 p.m.): Fishing Outing and Picnic.
Fish during the day, if you like, and meet at 6:30 p.m. at Mike
and Deanna’s house for food and beverages provided by the club.
Bring family, friends, or prospective club members. RSVP to Mike
at (715) 634-4543.
August 5th (Sunday at 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.): Annual Kids Fishing
Day. Club members guide youngsters on Tiger Cat Flowage and
other nearby lakes. Shore lunch at noon with prizes for kids. All
club members and friends are encouraged to help as guides and
cooks. Event to be held at Black Iron Bar and Grill, 10 miles east
of Hayward on Highway 77 East. For more information, call Mike
Persson at (715) 634-4543.
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and a possible award winner. Register your release forms online
at the Muskies, Inc. website (www.muskiesinc.org) or send paper
forms to Hayward Lakes Muskies, Inc. P. O. Box 609 Hayward,
WI 54843.
- Mike Persson

CHAPTER

September 4th (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.): Business Meeting to
prepare for the tournament. At 7:00 p.m., there will be a General
Meeting with the guest speaker to be announced. Meeting is at Flat
Creek Restaurant.*
October 5th, 6th, and 7th (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday): 41st
Annual Fall Tournament with a Saturday night raffle and the Sunday awards ceremony at the Flat Creek Inn and Suites: Hwy. 27,
half a mile south of Hayward. For more information, call Mike
Persson at (715) 634-4543 or visit our website.
November 13th (Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.): General Meeting with
election of officers and lure swap. Bring your old lures, extras, or
other miscellaneous fishing items to buy, sell, or trade. Meeting is
at Flat Creek Restaurant.*
December 2nd (Sunday): Annual Christmas Party, location to
be announced.
January 8th, 2019 (Tuesday at 7 p.m.): Business Meeting to plan
2019 projects, activities, and budget. All board members are asked
to attend. All interested members are welcome. The meeting will
be at Flat Creek Restaurant.*
Fishing Outings will be held every other Wednesday during
summer, schedule set in May. Check the website for updates.
NOTE: For more information, call Mike Persson at (715) 6344543 or visit our club’s website www.muskiesinc-hayward.org.
*Flat Creek Restaurant is in Flat Creek Inn and Suites: Hwy. 27,
half a mile south of Hayward, WI.
Reminder: register your muskie catches with Hayward Lakes
Chapter of Muskies, Inc. and be a part of the muskie fishing spirit
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South of the Border
President - Len Szulc
815-385-9026
muskyteer@aol.com

On February 21st, 2018, the meeting was called to order by
Lenny Szulc, Chapter President, at 7:40 p.m. There were eleven
members present including two first time attendees. The meeting
minutes for December 2017 and January 2018 were distributed to
all Chapter Board members. In lieu of a guest speaker, the club
watched two fishing DVDs.
The fist DVD was a tongue in cheek comedy starring Lenny. This
video titled “Lenny’s, I Got to Get My Big Muskie” was filmed,
edited, and narrated by Muskies, Inc. member Bill Nuyttens. Also
featured in this video were several NBC news commentators.
The second DVD was Greg Thomas’s “Spring Muskies! Early
Season Ideas.” This was a very informative DVD hitting the topics of beefing up “bass” lipless crank baits for muskies, different
(Text continued on page 30)
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Three Rivers

President: Joel Morrow
724-859-3386 // jlmo422@hotmail.com
www.muskiesinc.org/chapter16
www.facebook.com/threeriversmuskiesincorg
nd
Meets 2 Monday 7:30 PM, Northside Sportsmans
Club, Wexford, PA.

We just finished up with our 2018 awards and fundraising banquet. We had a great turnout this year and lots of great prizes. From
all of us at Three Rivers, we would like to thank everyone that attended the banquet and made it successful.
We had our booth set up at the Musky Max in Moon Township;
we managed to sign up around 10 new members and renew over 15
memberships. Thanks to everyone who stopped by and said hello,
signed up, or renewed their memberships.
Our first tournament of the year will be held at Pymatuning Lake
on May 19th and 20th. This will be a big fish tournament, not a
points tournament. We will have more updates on times and location of signup closer to the date. Please keep an eye on our website
or social media platforms for updates.
A few of our members recently held lure raffles on Facebook
pages to raise money for our annual minnow fund; we would like
to thank everyone that donated lures or took chances at the raffles.
We have raised a significant amount of our minnow fund before
the end of March. We plan to do one more later in the season and
already have a few baits lined up. We’re planning to let everyone
take a shot at these lures, even if you don’t have Facebook. Stay
tuned for more details.
Once again, I have resolved some of the wrong email addresses
listed on the Muskies, Inc. roster, but still have a handful of emails
that bounce back. If you feel you are one of those affected (not
receiving our monthly updates, schedule of events, basic club info,
etc.), please contact me at jlmo422@Hotmail.com or (724) 8593386. This is our main line of information to membership, and we
try to reach everyone we can.
We would also like to thank our sponsors and lure makers of the
club. Next time you’re out, don’t forget to take a look at their lures
or services: Wiley Lures, Legend Lures, Leo Lures, Mtailz lures,
Grandma lures, Muddy Creek Guide Service, Allegheny Guide
Service, Boss Shad, Hammer Lures, and Baker Baits.
- Good Fishing, Joel Morrow
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Akron-Canton

President - Bob McCloud
Meets 3rd Tuesday of every month @ 7 p.m. at
McCall’s Restaurant and Banquet Hall - 130 Faircrest St. SW Canton, OH
44706
FACEBOOK: Muskies Inc. - Chapter 19 Akron/Canton Muskie Maniacs

19

The Muskie Maniacs had their Annual Lure Auction on February 17th. We had a great time at this event, and raised money for
our club. Everyone was able to take some new lures home to see
if they can catch some fish on them. Dean Herrick was, again, our
auctioneer and, as always, made this event a lot of fun.
The next event for our club will be our Annual Awards Banquet
that will be on April 24th. We are looking forward to this event,
and hope to win some prizes and take home some awards.
On April 7th and 8th, we are hosting our first tournament of the
season at Piedmont Lake. Everyone is excited to finally get out on
the water after this harsh winter. We have had snow in April, but
hopefully we will have a decent weekend for this tournament.
Our next tournament of the season will be at Leesville Lake on
May 19th and 20th. May is a good time to get some early spring
fish.
Everyone is invited to come fish with us for our Annual Chapter
Challenge on June 2nd and 3rd. Come camp with us for the weekend. This event is a lot of fun, and we hope to see a lot of clubs
join in on the fun.
I will have the results of our Awards Banquet and our April Piedmont tournament in our next article.
- Kevin Proffitt
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structure hot spots for spring, most effective lure presentation, and
trolling shallow (10-15 feet) water using short lines. Greg concludes by emphasizing Right Rod, Right Reel, and Right Setup.
For new business, an Executive Board meeting has been scheduled for March 7th, 2018. Time and location will be determined.
The next Chapter meeting will be held on March 21st, 2018. It
is unlikely that we will have our annual lure swap this year due
to poor member attendance. A representative from the IDNR will
be our guest speaker at the April 18th, 2018 chapter meeting. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
South of the Border meets on the third Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.
in the months of January, February, March, April, November, and
December. These meeting are held at the Moose Lodge, Rt. 173 in
Antioch, IL. The Chapter meets the third Wednesday of the month
in May, June, July, August, and September at Menton’s Dock, in
Antioch, IL. During these months, we fish from 4:30 PM until
dark.
- Walt Paulson, Secretary

21

North Metro

President - Dan Mruz // www.nmmuskies.com
Meets 3rd Wednesday at
2401 Northdale Blvd Coon Rapids, MN 55433 from 7-9pm
www.facebook.com/North-Metro-Muskies-Inc

North Metro Chapter 21 wants to thank all of the contributors
that made our 2018 banquet very successful. Jason Hammernick,
Matt Seifert, AJ Wiesner, Andrew Slette, John Hoyer, and Ryan
McMahon are all guides that donated a day of guided fishing.
Thanks to all of them. Ed Tausk of Vermilion Dam Lodge donated
a Larry Ramsell Fall Muskie Outing and Dawn Bogdan at Timbuktu Marina donated a week stay on Lake Vermilion. B.M. Musky
Lures donated a trolling bait. If you are on Lake Vermilion, or see
one of the guides that donated, tell them thank you. We use the
money gathered at our banquets to improve muskie fishing locally
around Minnesota and Western Wisconsin.
Speaking of Western Wisconsin, come join us at our June Jam
Tournament on June 16th and 17th held in Western Wisconsin.
Bone, Deer, Wapogasset, Apple River Flowage, Cedar, Round,
Bear Trap, and Blake are the tournament waters with headquarters
at Wilkins Resort on Bone Lake. For more information, go to nmmuskies.com and click on the Tournaments tab.
By the time you read this, the MN Muskie Expo will have come
and gone. If you didn’t get a chance to make the expo but still wish
to join the North Metro Chapter of MI, please sign up online and
come to one of our meetings, which are held at the Coon Rapids
VFW the third Tuesday of the month. Visit our web page at www.
nmmuskies.com to find information about upcoming events.
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Join us for the North Metro Picnic on Tuesday, May 15th at 5
p.m. at Bald Eagle Lake Regional Park. Free food, good comrades,
and plenty of muskie talk, some of which will actually be true.
Many thanks to the Hugh Becker Foundation for sponsorship of
the Minnesota State HS Muskie Tournament and the North Metro
Section of that tournament. Without the generous backing of this
group, the Minnesota High School Muskie Tournament would not
happen. Any 2018 8th through 12th graders are encouraged to register for this tournament. For more information, go to nmmuskies.
com and click on the High School Tournament tab. Registrations
are due by May 18.
The North Metro Muskie League Night starts on May 29th on
the St. Croix river or Deer Lake, WI since MN muskie fishing will
still be closed. Come join us. New members can get a ride with
guys who have been doing this for a number of years. Check out
more information at nmmuskies.com under the League Night tab
for more dates and locations.
- Mike Riha, Chapter VP
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New Jersey
908-319-2205
www.mi22.com

Meetings the last Tuesday of each month (September through May).
Summer meetings will be held on the water. Check our website for details.
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Well folks, it was a long winter with plenty of late winter storms,
even after ice out. January saw the start of our Sportsman Show
season. Edison, Ramsey’s, Suffern, and concluding at the Pequest
Trout Hatchery. February 17th had us gathering at the Hackettstown Hatchery for our Annual Cabin Fever Banquet. Great food
and a walk-through tour of the hatchery was enjoyed by all who
attended.
Special shout out to the following Chapter 22 members: Marlena Shoffner-Marzo took first place in Junior’s Top 25 with a 54inch. Mason Shoffner-Marzo came in second place in the same
division with a 52.5-inch. Brian Toia scored April Lunker of the
Month with a 51-inch. Adam Hoepler nailed them on the fly, finishing second in the Fly Division, including the two biggest on the
fly, which were a 48-inch and 49-inch.
Musky School for 2018 is sold out, as always. We are looking
forward to a great 2018 season on the water. Be safe, have fun, and
let’s see lots of tight lines and smiles.
- Cal Huntzinger, Chapter 22 President
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Brainerd Lakes

President - Jim Kath
www.brainerdmuskies.com
Meets 2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM, Old Water Fall Inn Brainerd, MN

It’s go time in Minnesota! Open water is here, and the season
begins yet again. A few weeks of chasing crappies and walleyes
to make sure the boat is all systems go, and then the serious fishing begins. The BLC is all set for another great year of events and
comradery, both on and off the water.
A big part of our chapter and our future are the youngsters of our

www.muskiesinc.org

members and the greater community. We make a focused effort to
get our youth involved in fishing and the outdoor life. For 2018,
we will be hosting or supporting four youth events: Outdoor Youth
Expo, Brainerd Parks and Recreation Fishing Clinic, BLC Youth
Night, and the MN High School Muskie Tournament. The excitement and appreciation the kids display at these events is genuine
and remind us all why we do what we do.
Don’t forget to get your entry in sooner rather than later for the
Muskie Shootout tournament coming up on October 13th and 14th
on Leech Lake, especially if you want to leave the dock early in
the pack. First day departures are based on when your entry fee is
received, so don’t wait until the last minute, unless you don’t mind
seeing the competition sitting on your spots.
Information on these and other chapter events and news can be
found on our newly renovated website at www.brainerdmuskies.
com. Updates on current political activity can be found here, as
well, and on our Facebook page. This year is going to be pivotal
for the future of muskies in the state, and we can use all the support
we can get. Stay informed and share your thoughts with our politicians if you want the quality of muskie fishing we enjoy today to
continue.
What are your expectations and plans for the coming season? On
a personal level, I intend to look at things from different perspectives and remind myself to be curious.
How did I come to this enlightenment? My day job deals with
development and improvement of people and process. Many of
the principles learned in life are applicable to areas beyond that for
which you may hear them initially referenced. As I listen to various authors excitedly sharing their philosophies and step methods
to success, I often, for a moment, think about how it could be applied to other interests outside the corporate world: muskie fishing
in particular. When it comes to having all the answers, there is no
greater reality slap than muskie fishing.
One of the concepts I read about the other day touches on this
subject: thinking you know more than you do. This can make you
stop questioning, which, in turn, causes you to stop learning. A
personal rule I have likely thrown out before is “never tell someone how to fish.” As soon as those words of wisdom leave your
mouth, your intended student will immediately prove you wrong
with their own words, “got one!” A better and less all-knowing
response, and only if they ask, would be “this is how I do it, your
results may vary.”
Back to the point: never stop being curious about what you do
and learn from the input others provide, directly or indirectly. Don’t
be the guy that answers definitively and immediately because he
has a “pretty good read” on the matter. Such behavior makes you
stop questioning and ignore viewpoints others may have. You may
even stop questioning yourself, which, for me, would be bad. I
question myself constantly on the water. What presentation? What
lure? What if we tried deeper/shallower? Why didn’t we try ___?
Allow yourself to be curious this season. Cast that spot from
shallow to deep. Launch your boat at 1:00 a.m. to fish moonrise at
2 a.m., in November, during a raging winter storm, to catch a personal and chapter best Mille Lacs Lake monster (true story from
our chapter last year). New possibilities.
See you on the water.
- Brett Sande, Chapter Representative
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God’s Country Muskies

President - Bob Nontelle
608-799-4030 // bobnontelle@yahoo.com
www.lacrossemuskies.com
Meets 7:00pm every 4th Tuesday, American Legion Hall,
Market and 6th, in LaCrosse.

Monthly meetings are the fourth Tuesday of the month. Check
our Facebook page for locations and times. Meetings generally
start at 7 p.m. Anyone interested in more information or joining
our chapter of Muskies, Inc. are welcome to come to the meetings
and meet the members.
Things we do are supporting area projects in the LaCrosse area
and assisting the DNR in stocking with manpower, buying Pit Tags
and buying Tag Readers for their research. Fish are tagged when
caught at our outings, whenever possible. Our Clubs was instrumental in introducing muskie to area Lake Neschonec, as well as
adding a kiosk to a landing there, to name just a few. We’re open
to suggestions on new waters to stock muskie in.
In chapter news, another successful Fundraiser/Banquet occurred on March 10th. There was good food and good fun. Many
thanks to those who volunteered their time working the tables,
raffle, setting up, and during clean up. A big thanks to all those
members who made the contacts to obtain donations and transport
the items. None of this would be possible without the Donors and
Sponsors, to whom we are grateful.
The Steve Wiltinger Memorial Outing will take place on June
14th through the 17th. The Outing Chair will be Leif Tolloken on
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Presdient - Jim Beaty
618-971-7806 // jbeaty@certapro.com
www.shawneemuskiehunters.org

We only have about one-and-a-half months left before our waters here on Kinkaid get steamy hot. The fishing has been good
all spring on Kinkaid, and this month should be very good with
the summer peak approaching. Our club activities are also winding down for the summer. We only have three events scheduled
in these next two months, and I hope to see you at some of the
remaining outings.
On May 5th and 6th, we will be holding our Spring Guide for the
Day outings. This is one of the largest money makers of the year,
and we need guides to take clients out for the day. We have a large
list of people that have signed up for this event, with a lot of return
client’s eager to spend the day fishing for muskies. If you can help
out by being a guide, please call Walt Krause or Jim Beaty. We will
have the Bunk House rented free of charge for the volunteers for
Friday and Saturday night.
On June 2nd, we will be holding our Kids Day on Lake Murphysboro. Volunteers are needed to help out with this youth event.
We will have the Bunk House rented for Friday night for the volunteers. Contact Walt Krause if you can help out.
On June 9th and 10th, we will have our Banner Marsh outing.
Contact Jim Beaty if you want more information.
I think that is it for this issue.
I’m in the other blue Lund.
- Walt Krause
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Lake Holcombe, with headquarters at Big Swede’s. Camping Sites
will be available at the Chippewa County Pine Point Campground
on Lake Holcombe.
Our July Outing will be on July 13th through the 15th at M.K.’s
Rustic Inn Resort/Campground. It will be chaired by our Chapter
President, Bob Nontelle, and campsites will be made available.
The Chapter Picnic will be July 24th at Lake Neshonec,
Swathout Park Shelter.
As of this writing, a third outing is in the planning. Suggestions
are welcome. Information will be posted when and if the Outing
is finalized.
Fall Cleanup will have been completed in April by this posting. There will be a Fall Cleanup on our section of Hwy. 35 near
Desoto, probably in October.
We’re looking forward to a productive and, more importantly,
enjoyable 2018 Muskie Season. It’s our hope to meet new members who will make their mark and have fun getting to know them.
Enjoy the spring fishing, and we’ll see you at the chapter meetings, outings, and out on the water!
- Prairie Bob
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Flatlanders

President - Dick Cholke
www.flatlanderschapter.com
Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of the month 7:00 PM
VFW Hall, 2018 Windsor Rd. Loves Park, IL

The Flatlanders are back
on the water. We are looking forward to a season
of good fishing and great
outings. We celebrated
the 2017 season with our
annual awards banquet in
March. First place awards
are as follows:
Jack Pertz took home the first place
Men’s Division, Jack
award for the Men’s Division.
Pertz; Women’s Division,
Mary Lou Pertz; Junior
Division, Jack Carlson;
Men’s Masters, Greg
Lehmann tied with Dave
Jack; Women’s Master
Division, Becky Oestrich;
and Men’s Masters 400
Division, Mark Carlson.
Other awards included:
Greg Lehmann tied
with Travis Brady for the
Mary Lour Pertz took home the first place
Illinois Longest Release
award for the Women’s Division.
at 42-inches, Mark Carlson for the Longest Release with a 54-inch, and Dave Jack for the
Outings Contest.
We welcomed new members in 2017, and hope additional anglers will join us in 2018.
The Flatlander schedule of outings has been updated to:
April 28th: Lake McMaster near Galesburg, IL.
May 19th: Lake Waubesa with lunch at the Green Lantern.
July 14th through the 21st: Lake of the Woods Ontario, Canada.
September 29th: Swan Lake near Portage, WI.
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Milwaukee

President - Brian Mirek
www.milwaukeemuskiesinc.com
www.facebook.com/milwaukeemuskiesinc
Meets 4th Tuesday January-May, September-November @ 6 p.m. Board
meeting; 7:30 p.m. General Meeting - Machine Shed Restaurant Pewaukee
N14 W24145 Tower Place (I-94 & WIS 164 Exit 294), Pewaukee, WI 53072

The Milwaukee Chapter of Muskies, Inc. would like to thank
Team Rhino Outdoors for their generous contribution to stocking
our local fisheries; our chapter received a donation of $600 that
will go entirely to stocking muskies. Thank you, TRO!
We will once again take on the Quad County Chapter from Illinois in a Chapter Challenge on opening weekend (May 5th and
6th) on Pewaukee Lake, at Smokey’s Musky Shop. If you’d like to
fish this event, please contact Bob Petzke at robertpetzke@yahoo.
com or (262) 442-6260.
The 2018 Pewaukee Classic, our annual fundraising/trophy
tournament with raffles, will once again be Saturday, May 12th.
Pewaukee, Okauchee, Oconomowoc and LaBelle Lakes will be
included. Check-In will be at Nettesheim Park in Pewaukee, while
the banquet will once again be held at Sussex Bowl. Pewaukee
Classic Flyers are available online at our website.
The 2018 Larry Kleeba Challenge date is still TBD (June 15-17
tentatively) but Pelican Lake will be the destination, hosted by Between the Lakes Chapter. The Larry Kleeba Challenge is an annual
muskie challenge of all the MI chapters in Wisconsin. We were
the 1st place team when we hosted in 2016 and took 2nd place at
the Northwoods Chapter event in 2017. We’re looking forward to
putting on another competitive showing at the 2018 event. If you
have interest in representing MCMI at this event, please contact
Bob Petzke at robertpetzke@yahoo.com or (262) 442-6260.
The Milwaukee Chapter’s Big Brother’s Big Sister’s Outing will
take place on a date to-be-determined in June at Smokey’s Muskie
Shop on Pewaukee Lake. Members will take “littles” and “bigs”
out on pontoons for some panfishing. More details will come as
the event approaches, and volunteers are welcome. If you have
any questions, please contact Geoff Verges at vegas492@yahoo.
com or (262) 442-8496.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 25th as members take
veterans out on Pewaukee Lake for a morning of muskie fishing,
followed by a luncheon at Smokey’s Muskie Shop. More details to
come on this event as we get closer. Any questions, contact Craig
Ader at muskyader@hotmail.com or 920-379-0927.
For the past two years, we had very successful fundraising efforts selling tickets for the Alliance Ranger Boat Raffle at Germanfest on the Summerfest Grounds in late July. It was such a
great success, that we’re going to do it again this year (July 27th
- 29th at Germanfest). All the volunteers last year had very positive
feedback on volunteering for the event, and the three hour shifts
absolutely flew by for everyone. So, mark your calendar for this

event, as it’s a great way to give your volunteer time towards raising money for our stocking efforts. If you’d like to help out with
the Alliance Boat Raffle, contact Brian Mirek at brimirek@gmail.
com or (414) 807-4122.
The 2018 Eagle River National Championship Open is the
Musky Clubs Alliance of Wisconsin big fundraising/trophy tournament held in Eagle River, WI. It takes place August 17th - 19th
in Eagle River; we are a member of the Alliance. The drawing for
the Ranger Boat Raffle is held at this event, as well as a drawing
for all registered tournament contestants for another Ranger boat.
This is a great event for anglers of all skill level.
Lastly, the 2018 Fall Championship Open tournament will take
place on a date in September that is soon to be scheduled. Details
will be up online.
Upcoming Events:
Saturday, May 5th and Sunday May 6th: Quad County Chapter
Challenge
Saturday, May 12th: Pewaukee Classic
Friday, July 27th - Sunday, July 29th: MCMI Ranger Boat Raffle
at Germanfest
Saturday, August 25th: Veteran’s Outing
- Ben Sieren
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October 11th though the14th: Lake Namekogon with the Wormsoakers.
In addition, there will be informal trips to Madison Chain and
other local lakes organized in the fall for the sucker bite, depending on which lake has been moving fish.
We encourage anyone to join us for our meetings and events.
Participating in an outing is the best way to get to know our great
group of anglers.
Get on the water and get on the board.
- Dick Cholke
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St. Cloud

President - Paul Amberg
www.stcloudmuskies.com
www.facebook.com/StCloudMuskiesInc
Meets: 3rd Tuesday 7:30 PM, American Legion Post 428,
17 2nd Ave. N, Waite Park, MN.

Let’s all give South Dakota a round of applause for doing the
right thing and protecting the most amazing and valuable fish in
our waters: the muskie. South Dakota anglers have been pushing
for a 50-inch possession limit. After the Game Fish and Parks reviewed the public support, it went back and forth on the table, and
they decided that 100% catch-and-release is the way to go. We
couldn’t agree more. Minnesota is, again, under attack from an
ignorant and selfish group of anti-science and anti-local-economy
muskie haters. They are proposing a halt on our current muskie
stocking program, and ultimately any muskie protection at all. We
must all be diligent and proactive as we fight for the greater good
of our lakes and rivers. We stand in high confidence that this garbage will get shut down, but it is a sobering reminder of the battle
we face here in Minnesota.
In February, we were fortunate enough to have Gregg Thomas
as our speaker. The subject had everything to do with jigging giant
muskies in open water. Guess what I’m doing this year? Yeah, he
told us everything we need to know, and then some, about jigging
the basin for the big ones. Look for baitfish, equipment, lures, and
conditions to be aware of while jigging muskies. I would say there
is a time and a place for everyone to apply this method. Gregg is
a fantastic speaker, a great teacher, and a master at his craft. We
would definitely recommend having Gregg as a speaker in your
own chapter, or at least seeing him when you have a chance.
March’s monthly meeting was just a couple days ago, and, as
I’m writing this, I’m still feeling the energy and comradery from
within that room. It was March 20th, the third Tuesday, of course.
We started with our board meeting at 6 p.m. and already noticed
some new faces and interest in our agenda. As time went on, the
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Fox River Valley

President -Steve Kroll
312-320-6721
www.frvmuskie.com
Meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of the month (All months except June,
July, and August) at the Schaumburg Golf Club in Schaumburg, IL

Greeting from FRV Muskies. As I write this article, the weather
is starting to get nicer in northern Illinois, we are getting ready for
the upcoming fishing season, and our club is in final preparations
for our annual awards and fundraising dinner. The event will be
held on March 24th at Chanlder’s Chophouse in Schaumburg, Illinois. We have prizes and merchandise to fit everyone’s tastes. For
fisherman, we have tackle, guide trips, and resort packages. For
non-fisherman, we have sporting events and memorabilia, entertainment and restaurant gift cards, electronics, artwork, and more!
This is one of our most important events of the year, and all funds
raised help make everything we do possible.
Our next chapter meeting on Wednesday, April 11th will feature
guide Rick Albers. Rick founded Essox Assault Tackle Company
about eight years ago and bought Chaos Tackle Company a few
years later. The quality and workmanship that goes into his rods
and baits is top notch. Many premier guides use his equipment.
Donations of $5 per person at the door are appreciated, and dinner is available from the menu. Updates on FRV outings, events,
and member fishing reports begin at 7:00p.m. The speaker usually begins around 7:30 p.m. All meeting are open to the public at
Chandler’s Chophouse in Schaumburg, Illinois, so grab a friend
and come on out to see this awesome muskie presentation.
Finally, as a reminder, FRV’s Spring Challunge on the Chain
Tournament is going to be held on the Fox Chain on Saturday, May
23rd. Information and registration forms for the tournament are
available at all chapter meetings, or you can go to our website to
register your team. As always, the best way for you to stay current
with FRV activities and plans for 2018 is to check our Facebook
page or visit our website at www.frvmuskie.com.
- Joe Erkenswick
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room continued to fill with our members and even more new faces!
Our board meeting was as smooth as can be as we rolled right
into our Awards Dinner. The club provided pizza for everyone, and
Nate Rose presented all receiving members with their hard earned
plaque. Congratulations to everyone who participated in our annual chapter contest and came out to share with us on awards night.
If you have not yet attended George’s Minnesota Expo, I highly
recommend it. For three days, muskie junkies from across the region get together and watch seminars, fix reels, buy everything
you can imagine, network with guides, see the latest and greatest,
and make memories with friends and family. Kids can make and
paint lures, fish in a real pond, and probably get some great deals
out on the floor, as well. It’s fun for the whole family and becomes
an instant tradition.
Opener is just around the corner, so if you are new to the area
or even just looking for tips and a fishing partner, do look us up
on Facebook or at our meetings. Make sure your reel is serviced,
your hooks are sharp, and that safety is always #1. Have the best
season, and God bless.
- Eric Poissant

41

Central Ohio

President - Bob Sissonl
614-207-1018 // BobSisson919@gmail.com
www.centralohiomuskies.wixsite.com/centralohiomuskies
Meets second Tuesday of every month at PJ’s Pizza
571 West Cherry St. Sunbury, OH 43074
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We’re almost through this nasty winter in Central Ohio, and
springtime is showing through the snowstorms we are still having
on the first day of spring. Chapter 41 had its annual awards banquet and the annual club lure auction to benefit the minnow fund.
Nearly $2,000 were raised, and a good time was had by all attendees at the auction. Thurman Adair, our auctioneer extraordinaire,
was there to do the honors, with the assistance of Dan Brooks, who
brought his impressive lure trading expertise to the event.
The club awards for 2017 included these talented fishermen and
women in the following categories:
Men’s: Ron Fisher, first place; Roger Scott, second place; and
Robert Smart, third place. Women’s: Mary Arndt, first place;
Margaret Pauling, second place; and Dawn Scott, third place.
Master’s: Elmer Heyob Jr., first place; Steve Ault, second
place; and Mark Pauling,
third place. Junior’s:
Luke Ault, first place, and
Andrew Berger, second
place.
Tournament winners:
Nite Bite: Bill Lambert
with a 45.5-inch, John
Fisher and Ron Fisher
with a 41.5-inch, Russ
Ron Fisher accepted his first place plaque
Dodridge and Bill Lamfor the Men’s Division.
bert with a 40-inch, 36inch, and 35-inch.
Fall Shoot Out: Elmer
Heyob Jr. with a 41 and
39-inch.
Club Tournament Champion: Bill Lambert with
187 points.
The Buckeye award for
most Ohio muskies: Elmer Heyob Jr. with 58
fish.
Mary Arndt accepted his first place plaque for
Largest Ohio Muskie
the Women’s Division.
Award: Steve Ault
with a 48.25-inch from
Alum Creek Reservoir.
Largest Chapter Release:
Roger Scott with a 53-inch
from LSC.
Congratulations to our
club champions and all the
runners-up.
In a follow-up to our situation with the events concerning the newly consoliElmer Heyob Jr. accepted his first place
dated Ohio State Division
plaque for Men’s Masters.
of Parks and Watercraft,
the new administration,

CHAPTER

ties on our website at http://www.websterlakemuskyclub.org/ and
our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ wlmc49/.
Sharp hooks and tight lines, fellas!
- Fred Dobry
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NW TIGER PAC

President - Michael Floyd
www.nwtigermuskies.com
For Facebook, type in the following in the search bar:
www.facebook.com/Muskies-Inc-Chapter-57-NW-TIGER-PAC
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Webster Lake Musky Club

President - John Dobry
www.websterlakemuskyclub.org
FACEBOOK SEARCH BAR - Webster Lake Musky Club

The hunt is finally back on. Hope everyone is enjoying a great
start to the 2018 fishing season. The Webster Lake Musky Club’s
event calendar for 2018 is well underway. We wrapped up winter
with the Tinley Park Fishing and Outdoor Show on February 10th
and 11th, and the annual Cabela’s fishing show was on March 10th
and 11th. We also held several bait raffles on Facebook that were
successful in raising funds to support our local muskie fisheries.
Thanks to everyone who participated in the raffles and supported
us at the various shows.
April is one of the busiest months for the club. We held the 17th
annual Ice Out Challunge, sponsored by Musky Kombat Tackle;
the Spring Trophy Hunt, sponsored by Musky Tackle Online; and
our annual Spring Guide for a Day event. We will share results
from each of those events in the next issue.
For May, many members of the club will be participating in the
2018 Indiana Muskie Classic, organized by Chapter #42 Hoosier
Muskie Hunters, on May 18th through the 20th, 2018. More information about the event can be found at https://www.facebook.
com/events/18486900187837 70/. It is always one of the best attended and well-organized fishing tournaments you will find in the
Midwest.
On the tournament front, we are very excited to see the announcement of this year’s Professional Musky Tournament Trail
(PMTT) Championship will be held on our club’s home waters.
More information about the PMTT can be found at http://www.
promusky.com/home. html.
Lastly, Webster Lake Musky Club will again be hosting an outing to Lake St. Clair on June 9th and 10th. If interested in participating in the outing, email us at wlmc49@gmail.com.
You can find the latest information about our events and activi-
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It’s now mid-March (as of this writing) with not a ton to report on. However, we do have a couple of tiger muskies on the
books already. A couple of days that got into the 70s have gotten
things stirring at Lake Tapps where the water level is still too low
to launch a boat, but that wasn’t about to stop Mike Floyd and
Jesse French who each caught a nice Tiger while fishing from the
bank. Way to go fellas.
By the time you are reading this, our 2018 tournament season
should be under way with the first event being at the aforementioned Lake Tapps. Looking forward to a great year on the water.
See you at the ramp!
- Miles McDonald
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after assurances to the
contrary, slashed the
grants for fishing and
hunting clubs in half,
with no warning or consultation. This sparked
considerable outrage, not
only at the cuts, but also
in the manner in which it
was
done. The Division
Luke Ault accepted his first place plaque
previously had stated that
for the Juniors Division.
they would not make any
cuts, nor do it without consulting
the parties involved. Happily, the grants were just recently reinstated with the help of former
Division of Wildlife Chief Ray Petering and his crew who worked
with un-named state officials in the capitol to get the decision reversed and restore the full monies for club grants. Ohio sportsmen
and women have to work with the current officials in the Division
for any administration, but when the trust in a working relationship
is destroyed intentionally or without concern, it may be difficult to
ever get it back. Let’s hope there are brighter days on the horizon
for outdoor sportsmen in the Buckeye state going forward.
- Dan Collins
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Lake St. Clair Muskies, Inc.
President - Charles Legarski
www.lscmi.com
facebook.com/lscmi58

Calling all anglers. Mark your calendars for the second Annual
Bondy Bait Musky Slam to be held July 27th through 29th, 2018
on Lake St. Clair. Last year’s event was a huge success. We had
38 anglers from three different states who managed to land an impressive 47 muskies. This year’s event promises to be even bigger.
Call up your buddies, put together a team, and come on out and
join us. This is the premier catch and release casting tournament
on Lake St. Clair. Please check out our ad in the magazine for
details, or you can find more information about the tournament
on our website at www.LSCMI.com or on Facebook at facebook.
com/ bondybaitmuskyslam. If you enjoy tournament fishing and
the opportunity to test your skills in competition, then this is the
event for you. Hope to see you there.
- Adam Penzenstadler, LSCMI Secretary
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Regional News

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS, CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES AND ALL MEMBERS:

Currently the organization is getting ready for the Annual “Board Meeting” and we have a lot to cover this year. Once again, I need to express
to our chapters to keep an open door with your Regional Representatives. Make sure they have your chapter’s current contact information.
In 2017, we upgraded the Regional structure, filling all Regional Representative positions. I cannot express strongly enough the importance
of this link between the MI Board and the Chapters. Twelve volunteer members fill the role of communicating with nearly 60 chapters and
over 6,000 members. It is a difficult job at times and they need your help and cooperation. If you have questions, if you have projects, or
information you would like to advance to the Board, these representatives are your go-to-people. Most everything advances through them and
disseminates back through them.
I offer a word of caution about the organization and want all chapters to know that I personally have worked ten years, at various times, with
the Board and the current one has been the best, most transparent and problem-solving group I have had the privilege to work with. Yes, we are
not done; a lot is left on our plate including the repair of our non-for-profit status. All board members are doing their level best to get this boat
to track true and straight. It has not been an easy task, but progress is made daily. Rumor control is an area of continuing concern and why you
need to receive your information from an informed source via the Regional Representatives.
Finally, keep your connections with your Regional Representatives and be present at your Fall Regional Meeting. Last year some of our
Regions did not have a good turnout and we need to see that improve this year. It is the duty of your Chapter Representative to be present at
that meeting. If the CR cannot make the meeting the President should attend or the President can appoint a designee. No matter what, your
Chapter needs to be represented. We make your representation easy with face-to-face meeting and go-to-meetings options.
Meeting dates are posted below and if you have any questions, contact your Regional Representative. As time moves along your Regional
Agenda will be issued. Save the date and see you there.
- Fred E.sox Brogle
Regional Meeting notices:
Region 1 is tentatively scheduling their Fall Regional meeting for October 6th in the Brainerd, MN area.
Region 2 will meet on Saturday, March 2nd at the Wausau Sport show and again Region 2 will also host their annual Fall Meeting on
October 15th at 7:00 pm this will be a Go-to-Meeting.
Region 3 will host their annual Fall Meeting on November 5th and this will also be a Go-to-Meeting.
Region 4 will host their fall meeting October 27th in Springfield, IL at 8:30 am. We will continue to update all meeting information as it
becomes available.
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Mountain West Muskie

President - Kim Wagner
801-540-5602 // K2muskie@gmail.com
www.muskiesinc.org/chapter65
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Greetings from Chapter 65 Mountain West Muskie. Our
Chapter 65’s Cole Silcox with a Joe’s
A member of Chapter 65 is
Chapter gives a very hearty welcome to newest members’
Valley tiger muskie.
shown
here
mixing
muskie
milt
Dakota George, Erin Howard, Chris Sager, and Brad Wahlin.
with NP eggs.
The chapter also wants to say a big thank you to muskie bait
makers Andrew Hulbert (Andrew’s Muskie Baits) and Cullen
Veiders (Muskie Candies) for baits they made for Chapter 65. Our
Chapter can’t wait to have a member get a picture of their baits
being chewed on by a Utah tiger.
Kay Moore, chapter secretary, received a very nice plaque from
Muskies, Inc for winning the 2017 International Lunge Log Division for Hybrid Longest Release. Kay, along with Kim Wagner,
Chapter President, also received awards for placing in the top 10
for the Lunge Log Women’s Division. Congrats to them both.
Chapter 65’s Kristen Horrocks with a nice Pineview
Robert Strickland, Chapter Community Service Representative,
tiger muskie.
spearheaded a clothing and food drive supporting a local organization: Open Doors. Thank you, Robert, along with all the folks who
New York Muskies
donated clothing and food to help others less fortunate in the local
President - James Reynolds
585-670-0422
community.
www.nymusky.com
Chapter members recently assisted the Utah DWR at the Lee
Meets every 3rd Monday of the month at 7 PM
@ the Moose Lodge, 5375 W. Henrietta Road, Henrietta NY
Kay Hatchery in Salt Lake City during the annual spawning effort.
Members observed and assisted in stripping northern pike eggs
Since the last news article our club has been very busy between
and collecting milt from pure muskies. Biologists answered all
kinds of member questions, from determining milt fertility to plac- promoting our club on conservation issues. We were able to work
ing water softener salt in holding tanks helping reduce stress and with our brother Chapter 70 on designing informational signs to
balance electrolytes in fish being handled. Exciting times watch- post up on Otisco Lake regarding tiger muskie. The signs include
ing DWR biologists working on the next generation of Utah tiger information such as: season dates, size limit, and proper handling
which should help bring awareness to anglers fishing that lake so
muskies that will be eventually be stocked in Utah reservoirs.
With the ice coming off most Utah waters, the chapter is excited we continue to protect these fish.
We have also signed five new members to the club in the past
and gearing up for the 2018 season. Joe Weisner, Chapter Vice
President, along with other experienced members, will be host- month by networking through social media and getting people into
ing several mini lake side seminars for members throughout the the meetings so that way they can see first-hand what we are all
season, answering member questions, and helping members learn about.
We have been advertising our tournaments on Conesus and
techniques, types of baits, effective ways to work baits, types of
equipment, fly fishing, etc. This will be a great time for members Chautauqua Lakes through social media, newspapers, flyers and
radio station appearances. We were able to get Zach Baker on
new to tiger muskie fishing to learn from experienced anglers.
Finally, the chapter will be having member events beginning in ESPN radio this month to advertise for the club and our tournaMay that will be a great time for chapter members. In closing, ments which will allow us to get more exposure as a club and posfrom chapter 65 sibly sign up new members. As always, Zach Baker did a great job
to all Muskies, doing those things for us.
We also have named our member of the year which is Mike
Inc.
chapters
and their mem- Breen. Mike has been a huge part in our club from volunteering
bers, all the best his time to helping the club and is a crucial part in our tournament
in 2018 on and success. Congrats Mike and thank you for everything you do for
off the water. the club; it is greatly appreciated.
We have also been following a serious conservation issue very
Be safe and,
above all, have closely as it pertains to Chautauqua Lake. There is a proposed
fun making new herbicide application on the lake which could greatly affect the
fishery. We have been provided with detailed information from
memories.
- Kim Wagner Captain Larry Jones, Mike Sperry, and John Jablonski III from the
Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy. These gentlemen have done
a fantastic job on keeping us up-to-date with what is going on and
Chapter 65’s Erin Howard with another,
fighting to stop this from happening. You guys are doing a terrific
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Joe’s Valley tiger muskie.
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job and keep up the good work.
In the least, we have been very busy in the off season and want to thank all of our members for the help they have offered. For more
information about the club please like our Facebook page at New York Muskies, Inc. - Chapter 69 or you can visit our club page on Lake
Ontario United at Muskies, Inc. Chapter 69 - Lake Ontario United - Lake Ontario’s Largest Fishing & Hunting Community - New York
and Ontario Canada. If there are any other questions please email us directly at NYMUSKY69@yahoo.com. Again thank you to all of
our members and we look forward to moving this club forward!
- Clint Nicholson
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Central New York

President: Trevor Thieme
www.facebook.com/MuskiesIncCentralNewYork
Meetings: second Friday of the month (winter months).
Location: Bass Pro Shops, Utica, NY at 6:30 p.m.)

Chapter 70
President, Trevor
Thieme, holding a
muskie.

Let the new season begin! Chapter 70 will be hosting our first
Muskie Tournament located at Onondaga Lake on May 19th. The
Tournament/Launch Site will be at Onondaga Lake Park in Liverpool, NY. Our June 2nd, 2018 Tournament is at Waneta Lake,
which will be at the DEC Launch between Lamoka and Waneta Lakes. The Otisco Lake Campgrounds will be
the site for our August 4th, 2018 Tournament. Registration for all tournaments will be from 6 to 7 a.m. with the
tournament going from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cookout and awards will take place at the conclusion of the tournament. Our remaining tournament will be at the Fulton Chain Lakes (site TBD) on September 29th, 2018. Please note: these are all open tournaments. All anglers are
invited to attend as it is our hope to encourage participation in Muskie Fishing and Muskies, Inc.
NOTE: In an effort to engage members, our meeting dates and locations are changing at different times. If you are interested in attending our meetings, please check our Facebook page or our website for the location, date, and time of our meetings, or call us before
attending.
We have a new website: www.cnymuskies.org. A huge thanks to our Chapter President, Trevor Thieme, for creating this website.
Check out Trevor in this photo with his muskie.
With a new season, we hope all our members have a great season of muskie fishing. For those members that have yet to catch their
first muskie, I am confident our veteran members will step up to the plate and give you a chance at your first muskie. If you’re looking
for someone to fish with, let me know, and I will take you out personally, or we can get you hooked up with someone else if I’m not
available.
We had a great turn out for the Syracuse Sportsman’s Show and, as a result, netted two new members with an interest in muskie fishing. A special thanks to John Lints and Bill Lints, who gave a presentation on fishing for, and the safe handling of, muskies. The presentation was well attended with a conservative estimate of 17 attendees. By the time of this writing, we will have participated in the Big
East Outdoor Show scheduled for March 23rd through the 25th.
Our Chapter has made great inroads in reaching out to NYS DEC, and we have begun to promote the management and stocking of
muskies. Although no concrete progress has been made at this time (the government is slow, but does act), our outreach to them has
resulted in a positive exchange of ideas giving us hope for the future. We are confident NYS DEC will become a vital asset in achieving
our goals and continuing the growth of Muskie fisheries throughout NYS.
Our club has received multiple donations from members and businesses: thanks to Brian Liebelt for donating a custom muskie rod!
Thanks also go out to Bill Knapp for securing donations from Phantom and Bagley. A special thanks go out to Chapter 69, who graciously donated funds to our new chapter. Thank you to anyone else who has donated that I may have missed, and please point it out to
me so I can mend the fences in the next issue.
Tight lines and sharp hooks.
- Karl Price, Secretary
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