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About the CoVeR
We kick off 2017 with 

this amazing release shot 
taken by Muskies, Inc. 
member and professional 
guide, Gregg thomas. 
the fish was caught by 
one of Gregg’s clients 
and was 52 inches long. 
he said it was the second 
in a four fish hour all in 
the middle of the 
moonrise window. the 
photo was taken with a 
GoPro camera mounted 
to a Selfie-Stick. Gregg takes some great shots 
while he’s out on the water. You can see those 
images on his Facebook page and Instagram 
account (@fishgreggthomas).

 - Sean

WouLD You LIKe to be oN the CoVeR? 
e-mail your photos to Sean at 

assistanteditor@muskiesinc.org.
Please include your name, chapter number and 

brief explanation of your submitted photo.

1 About the Cover, Sean Landsman
2 President’s Message, Carl Phillips
3 Index of Advertisers
4 MUSKIE News
6 Lunge Log, Dan Koniewicz
12 Figure 8, Sean Landsman
13 Photo Contest, Michael Winther
18 Member Photos, Michael Winther
28 MUSKIE Book Review
29 Chapter News and Views

14 Magnificent 7 Muskie Lures
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    Eric Poissant
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    Kevin Richards & Peter Levick
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     St. Lawrence River 
    Kevin Richards



Board of Directors
Executive Committee
President, Carl Phillips
Phone: 612-709-8066
Email: president@muskiesinc.org

VP Finance/Treasurer, 
Phone: 
Email: vp-finance@muskiesinc.org

VP Fisheries & Research, Jim Moore
Phone: 740-667-3571
Email: vp-research@muskiesinc.org 

VP Internal Affairs, Dan Koniewicz
Phone: 847-682-9238   
Email: vp-internal-affairs@muskiesinc.org

VP Membership & Marketing, James Ashton
Phone: 636-227-5248
Email: vp-membership@muskiesinc.org

VP Communications, Ron Teschner
Phone: 701-640-0544
Email: vp-communications@muskiesinc.org

VP Youth Activities, 
Phone: 
Email: vp-youth@muskiesinc.org

Corporate Secretary, Thomas Ardolf
Phone: 320-260-2262
Email: corporate-secretary@muskiesinc.org

Past-President, Jay Zahn
Email: past-president@muskiesinc.org
Senior Regional Representatives are also 

Executive Committee Members

Regional Representatives
Region 1 Term Expires
  *Curt Ellestad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2016
  Brian Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2017
  Mike Riha. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
Region 2
  *Jeff Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2017
  Greg Wells . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
  Robert Petzke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2019
Region 3
  *Jim Evers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2017  
   David Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
   Bob Sisson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2019
Region 4
 *Kimberly Cates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2017
  Earle Hammond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
  Frank A. Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2019
 * = Senior Regional Representative

First of all Happy New Year to you and to all your family and friends. I 
hope Santa left a 50 incher in everyone’s stocking. I got coal.

On the topic of coal in my stocking – I now know that at least one 
person reads this column. I received a very thoughtful response to my 
column from last month. Among other issues, this writer pointed out that 
the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge occupants who went to trial were 
found not guilty. Some chose to plead guilty, but others were found 
innocent. My point was, and still is, that public lands and waters should 
remain public.

Politics increasingly influences our passion. We have seen it in 
Minnesota and we will continue to see it across our range. I think we owe 
our members the knowledge to interact with their elected officials and 
regulators and we need to keep our members abreast of happenings that 
impact our passion.

The Muskies, Inc. Annual Board Meeting will be held March 4, 2017 at 
the Sheraton Doubletree Cranberry-Pittsburgh. There will also be the Al 
Skaar Leadership Session, a half-day meeting on Friday, March 3, 2017. 
All members are welcome to attend the ABM on Saturday. We are a 
volunteer organization and we are nothing without our volunteers. Please 
consider stepping up and helping your organization. Once again we really 
need you. MI has two (2) Vice President positions currently open and four 
(4) that need to be filled to complete a full Board. As with any chapter, a 
full Board is important to carry out the business of the organization and 
provide direction. If anyone is interested in filling one of these positions 
or would like to nominate someone for a position, please contact me, Carl 
Phillips at president@muskiesinc.org.

The following positions will need to be filled at the Annual Board 
Meeting:

• VP Finance/Treasurer
• VP Internal Affairs
• VP Communications
• VP Membership and Marketing
• Corporate Secretary

By: Carl Phillips, Muskies, Inc. President
Email: president@muskiesinc.org
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MUSKIE is published exclusively for the 
membership of Muskies, Inc. and subscriptions 
come with a paid membership. Muskies, Inc. is 
a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 
Membership classes and associated annual 
dues are listed on the form at the bottom  of 
page one. Copies of MUSKIE magazine are 
available at $3.00 each from the Muskies, Inc. 
Member Services. Contributors grant rights for 
M.I. to publish once in MUSKIE Magazine, 
both the print and on-line versions, including 

archives and on the M.I. website
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By now, you should have seen the 2017 calendar notice. This year we 
mailed the calendar to everyone who donated. We mailed notice to all 
others that the calendar was available. This is our only fund-raising 
activity at the national level. There are several very important projects we 
are undertaking. We are continuing with a Capacity Growth Consulting 
project that will strengthen our leadership capabilities and provide a 
template for the next 50 years. We have engaged outside counsel to 
represent MI before the IRS to get our filings done in a timely and correct 
manner. All of this takes money. Please help.

All in all, 2016 was a very good year for your organization. We have 
grown. We put on a tremendous three-day Symposium for the scientific 
and regulatory community and we celebrated our 50th anniversary. We 
thank you for doing your part. Pass along your outdoor heritage. While elk 
hunting this year we came across a hunter with his two young sons. It is 
so important that we do not become irrelevant with the young. Pass on 
your heritage.

Happy New Year and tight lines.

Persons interested in submitting reading content for  publication 
should contact the Editor at - managingeditor@muskiesinc.org

Persons interested in submitting photos for  publication should contact 
the Photo Editor at - pictures@muskiesinc.org

Contributors grant rights for MI to publish in MUSKIE Magazine (both 
the print and online versions - including archives), on the MI website, 

MI calendar, social media, and any advertising prints/videos.

Submissions to MUSKIE Magazine

www.muskiesinc.org
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Hugh C. Becker 2017 Foundation Awards
Initial Requisition Criteria for disbursing funds, 

subject to future amendments.
All requests are to be received between 1 November 

2016 and BY 31 January 2017. Address (do not e-mail) 
all requests to Hugh C. Becker Committee of Twin 
Cities Chapter of Muskies, Inc., c/o George Selcke, 
5217 Nolan Drive, Minnetonka, MN 55343-8996.

Format: Requests are not to be more than five (5) 
legibly typed pages, ORIGINAL and FIVE (5) copies, 
to include all the following criteria:

1) Name and address of the group, and a history of 
the group’s accomplished projects to date, if 
applicable.
2) Demonstrate need- how will this project benefit 
the muskellunge program(s) in area, region, or range 
(Canada included)
3) What is the project and what is purpose of project?
4) Where is this project taking place?
5) What is the duration of this project/start and finish 
dates?
6) What are the cost breakouts? Itemize equipment 
and labor, and provide quotes.
7) Who will be involved: the project team, project 
manager/coordinator, and applicable means of contact 
(phone numbers)
8) Submit “milestones” dates for progress reports and 
accountability.
9) Can the requesting group match funds from 
another source? Please list.

Other Considerations:
- Cap on any individual grant/fund will be $10,000; 
incrementally within year or over the course of years, 
unless the Grant Committee decides otherwise on 
any specific proposal
- Credit to the Hugh C. Becker Trust Foundation will 
be incurred in funding
- The Hugh C. Becker has priority rights to all press 
releases and publications
- If this project fails to reach its purpose, through 

false reporting, deceit, and/or other unprofessional 
acts, the requesting group may be responsible for 
restitution (committee determination) 
- NOTE: No indirect costs (overhead) will be 
awarded on research proposals

Addendum:
Like projects/activities that may qualify per the 

wishes and conditions of Hugh C. Becker include, but 
are not limited to:

• Muskie propagation by the Twin Cities Chapter #1, 
in their own ponds (?) with their own equipment
• Stocking, by either raising muskie fingerlings or 
purchasing fingerlings/ yearlings/adults for public 
use in designated waters
• Habitat protection and improvement
• Clean water (quality) protection and improvement
• Professional research by qualified personnel (not 
limited to Minnesota, but must include accountable 
data)
• Expansion of the present muskellunge range (special 
consideration for the Missouri river system in North/
South Dakota)
The Twin Cities Chapter #1 Committee will consider 

projects based on their respective merits per criteria 
above, and awards will be published in the Muskie 
magazine. The principles of Muskies, Inc., Youth, 
Research, and Fisheries are guidelines inclusive in 
qualifying and evaluating proposals. 

**** NOTE: Accountability reports, DNR letters, 
research papers, publications, University 
acknowledgements, and any other follow-up 
information for awards given in a particular year will 
be required before any individual or group is given 
consideration for future grants.

- George Selcke

Beast of the East, October 14/15, 2016
1st Place Team: River Sharkin’ Mike Marisa & Mark 
Thomas 34” & 17”
2nd Place Team: Flywheel Erick McClellan & Josh 
McDunn 50.5”
3rd Place Team: Gutted Muppet Jake Villwock, Phil 
Smeal & Corey Siple 42”
1st Place Big Fish: Erick McClellan 50.5”
2nd Place Big Fish: Corey Siple 42”
3rd Place Big Fish: Mark Thomas 34”
October 14th and 15th found fly anglers from eight 

states and one Canadian province plying the waters of 
the Allegheny River in Pennsylvania for the 2nd 
Annual Beast of the East Musky Fly Fishing Challenge.  
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Hosted by the Nittany 
Valley Muskie 
Alliance, Muskies, 
Inc. Chapter 64, this 
two-day tournament 
covers Kinzua 
Reservoir, Tionesta 
Lake and the upper 
Allegheny River.  

This year team 
River Sharkin’ 
repeated as 

champions.  Mike Marisa and Mark Thomas boated 
34” and 17” specimens to win the team division.  Mark’s 34” 
fish was good enough to earn him 3rd place in the big fish 
competition, and a Fishpond fishing pack.  Second place team 
Flywheel, consisting of teammates Erick McClellan and Josh 
McDunn, took big fish honors with Erick’s 50.5” catch.  
Erick won a Redington Predator 10 wt fly rod. Third place 
went to Jake Villwock, Corey Siple and Phil Smeal of team 
Gutted Muppet.  Corey scored a 42” fish on day 1 that gave 
him second place in the big fish contest and third place in the 
team competition.  Corey received a Sage reel for his big 
catch.

A total of 58 anglers competed in this year’s event, and while fishing was slow, teams reported seeing a lot of 
fish.  Erick’s 50.5” is the largest muskie caught in any of the big three muskie fly fishing tournaments, ever.  

The Beast of the East is the premier muskie fly fishing tournament in the country.  All proceeds of the event 
are used for muskellunge conservation projects in Pennsylvania.

- Patrick Krumenacker
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www.redwinglodge.net
Family owned and operated for 50 years

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FIRST LIVE CAM IN MORSON!

Over

14,000 Muskies

Released

•	Ultra-modern	one,	two,	three,	or	four	bedroom	cabins
•	All	cabins	have	AIR	CONDITIONING!
•	Housekeeping	or	camping
•	Floating	docks,	electricity	for	charging	batteries,	Lund	Boats	with	swivel	
seats	and	depth	finders,	Honda	motors	with	electric	start

•	Dining	room	with	food	and	liquor	available	for	registered	guests	only

Call or write for data on musky catches:

1	(888)	488-5601	or	(807)	488-5601
Red	Wing	Lodge,	Box	1008,	Baudette,	MN	56623

The	convenience	of	a	drive-in	camp	with	the	privacy	you	would	expect	on	an	island.

On	Sabaskong	Bay
Ten-time	Muskies,	Inc.,

Chapter	Challunge	Headquarters
1983,	1986,	1993,	1997,	2003,	2004,	

2011,	2012,	2014,	2016

DATES EVENT	NAME	&	WEBSITE LOCATION CITY STATE PHONE

Chicago	Muskie	Expo
www.muskieexpo.com
Ohio	Musky	Show

www.ohiomuskyshow.com
Southern	Wisconsin	Musky	Expo

www.southernwisconsinmuskyexpo.com
Milwaukee	Muskie	Expo
www.muskieexpo.com

Rockford	Illinois	Fishing	Show
www.rockfordboatshow.com
Wisconsin	Fishing	Expo
www.wifishngexpo.com
Wisconsin	Musky	Expo
www.wimuskyexpo.com

Western	Pennsylvania	Muskie	Max
www.muskiemax.com	
Minnesota	Muskie	Expo

www.minnesotamuskieexpo.com

Jan.	27‐29 Waukesha	Co.	Expo	Center Waukesha WI (715)	403‐0692

(608)	445‐4645WIWest	BendWashington	Co.	Fair	Park

SPORT SHOW LOCATOR
Calendar of upcoming events in 2017

Pheasant	Run St.	Charles IL (608)	445‐4645Jan.	6‐8

Feb.	10‐12

Jan.	20‐21 Makoy	Event	Center Hilliard OH

Indoor	Sports	Center

(262)	644‐7940WIMadisonExhibition	Hall	at	the	Alliant	
Center

PA (724)	494‐0774

(815)	997‐1744ILRockford

(606)	776‐6567
(606)	776‐6729

Feb.	17‐19

Feb.	24‐27

Mar.	3‐5

Mar.	10‐12

Mar.	4‐5

(715)	403‐0692WIWausauCentral	WI	Conv.	Center

Concordia	University (763)	786‐6031MNSt.	Paul

DoubleTree	by	Hilton Mars



As I sit down to write this edition of the Lunge Log the 
season is starting to come to a close.  Here, in the northern 
part of the country, the temps are dropping and ice is 
not far behind.  It looks like catches and entries are up 
about 2% this year.  At the time of this issue, Muskies, Inc. 
members had entered 13,468 muskies into the log.  The 
catch database continues to grow.    

In September I had the privilege of being a guide at 
the Muskies, Inc./ YCA youth Muskie Hunt in Hayward 
Wisconsin.  This is truly a classy event that is coordinated 
by Muskies, Inc.’s, Kevin Bushnick.  This year many of the 
first time youth anglers were given free MI memberships that were sponsored by individual chapters and by 
the Muskies, Inc. Membership and Marketing Committee.  This is a great tool for getting new youth members 
involved in the sport and for them to become familiar with Muskies, Inc.  I am glad to report some of the new 
MI members did catch their first muskies, which they entered in the Lunge Log.  Congratulations to Ryan 
David and Nate Kulak for their first muskie catches and their first entities into the Lunge Log. 

At dinner a few nights ago, a few 
members and I were talking about 
how the size and numbers of the 
upper-end fish are increasing.  About 
a decade ago the Lunge Log would 
see only one fish of 56 inches or better 
entered.  So far this year we have 
eight fish entered over 56 inches and 
four of those entries are 57 inches.  
Congratulations to members William 
Wright, Lyle Lesetmoe, Chad Lapa 
and Caiden Ramsell on catching 
those 57 inch monsters.  I hope to 
have more details about these fish in 
the next issue.  

Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Charles Carlson 32 56.50 8/4/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Blue Water Bait
2 John Lamont 39 53.50 6/6/2016 Cass Beltrami MN Plastic ‐ Not Specified
3 Ryan Baratta 3 51.50 7/26/2016 Lac Seul Ontario ON Fat Bastarrd
4 Elijah Woods III 1 50.50 7/17/2016 Minnetonka Hennepin MN Ghost Tail VII
5 Connor Suliin 33 50.50 8/27/2016 St. Louis River St. Louis MN Grandma Crank
6 Kara Young 16 50.25 5/30/2016 Chautauqua Chautauqua NY Wiley Crank
7 Marlena Shoffner Marzo 22 50.00 7/16/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Woodie
8 Russell Hill 33 50.00 10/20/2016 St. Louis River St. Louis MN Sucker, Quick Set
9 Mason Shoffner Marzo 22 49.75 7/25/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Ziggy
10 Luke Hopkins 28 49.50 10/23/2016 Green Bay Brown WI Super Shad Rap
11 Mason Shoffner Marzo 22 49.00 7/20/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Boss Shad
12 Cade Busche 33 48.50 8/16/2016 St. Louis River St. Louis MN Shallow Invader
13 Max Lehman 21 48.50 11/5/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Krave Jr
14 Sean Scheuers 12 48.25 7/7/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Fat Bastarrd
15 Jamison Young 24 48.25 8/26/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Wades Wobbler
16 Ben Sieren 35 48.25 9/18/2016 Pewaukee Waukesha WI Spanky Fireball
17 Mason Shoffner Marzo 22 48.00 7/5/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Baker
18 Marlena Shoffner Marzo 22 48.00 7/7/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Ziggy
19 Luke Ault 41 48.00 7/14/2016 Clear Fork Reservoir Richland OH Amma Bamma
20 Mason Shoffner Marzo 22 48.00 7/30/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Boss Shad
21 Rebecca Smith 24 48.00 8/19/2016 Leech Lake Cass MN Drifter Crank
22 Lauren Amberg 37 48.00 10/13/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Jake
23 Adam Piantek 12 47.25 7/1/2016 Eagle Lake Ontario ON Homemade Surface
24 Lauren Amberg 37 47.25 10/10/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Jake
25 Allison Sisson 41 47.00 6/11/2016 Alum Creek Delaware OH Alley Cat

Juniors Top 25 for 2016 (As of 9/27/16)
 Rank / Member
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Nate Kulak with 
his first muskie 

(32 inches) caught 
during the 2016 
MI/YCA Youth 
Muskie Hunt.

Ryan David (left) also with his first muskie during the 
Youth Muskie Hunt.
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Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Joe Weisner 65 52.00 8/14/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Custom‐made Bucktail
2 Chris Thury 46 51.00 11/5/2016 Lac Seul Ontario ON Mattlock
3 Harlan Fierstine 24 49.00 7/15/2016 Leech Lake Cass MN Jr Cowgirl
4 Ken Worel 15 48.50 10/24/2016 Mississippi River Itasca MN Zippity‐Do‐Dah
5 Jeff Mathwig 12 48.00 7/21/2016 Big Sand Vilas WI Tiger Traker
6 Jared Green 65 47.00 6/27/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT 22 Short Crankbait
7 Kim Wagner 65 47.00 7/22/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Tuff Shad
8 Kay Moore 65 47.00 8/12/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Tuff Shad
9 Mark Gee 12 47.00 10/2/2016 Lac Vieux Desert Vilas WI Top Raider
10 Michael Floyd 57 46.50 6/21/2016 Lake Tapps Pierce WA Homemade Bucktail
11 Mike Crisanti 57 46.50 8/19/2016 Curlew Ferry WA Slopmaster
12 Michael Floyd 57 46.50 9/2/2016 Lake Tapps Pierce WA Homemade Bucktail
13 Ed Fetzko 16 46.00 6/26/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Boss Shad
14 Ken Worel 15 45.75 6/11/2016 Mississippi River Itasca MN Zippity‐Do‐Dah
15 Kim Wagner 65 45.50 8/8/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Hammer Lure
16 Mike Crisanti 57 45.50 8/22/2016 Curlew Ferry WA Mepps Musky Marabou
17 Aaron Laking 8 45.50 9/22/2016 Madison Chain Dane WI Top Raider
18 Michael Floyd 57 45.00 5/31/2016 Lake Tapps Pierce WA Homemade Bucktail
19 Steve E. Warner 50 45.00 7/9/2016 Cowanesque Tioga PA Warner Crank Bait
20 Mike Crisanti 57 45.00 7/28/2016 Merwin Cowlitz WA Savagegear 4Play
21 Kim Wagner 65 44.25 6/27/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Jerk Bait
22 Mike Crisanti 57 44.25 9/10/2016 Curlew Ferry WA Slopmaster
23 Michael Floyd 57 44.00 5/6/2016 Mayfield Lake Lewis WA Rapala Jerk
24 Kim Wagner 65 44.00 6/17/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Jerk Bait
25 Jared Green 65 44.00 7/22/2016 Pineview Reservoir Weber UT Old Wooden Bait

 Rank / Member
Hybrid Top 25 for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)

(Tables continued on Page 8)
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Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Ben Tollefson 1 46.00 11/15/2016 Harriet Hennepin MN Homemade Fly
2 Jim Chamberlin 12 44.00 6/29/2016 Boot Vilas WI Homemade Fly
3 Ben Tollefson 1 44.00 11/11/2016 Lake Rebecca Hennepin MN Homemade Fly
4 Ben Tollefson 1 44.00 11/15/2016 Harriet Hennepin MN Homemade Fly
5 John Ringenbach 19 43.00 9/20/2016 Leesville Reservoir Carroll OH Renner Shad
6 Ben Tollefson 1 43.00 11/17/2016 Harriet Hennepin MN Homemade Fly
7 Jim Chamberlin 12 42.50 7/1/2016 Long Vilas WI Homemade Fly
8 Jim Chamberlin 12 42.00 7/15/2016 Medicine Oneida WI Homemade Fly
9 Ben Tollefson 1 42.00 11/15/2016 Harriet Hennepin MN Homemade Fly
10 Jim Chamberlin 12 40.00 7/3/2016 Nokomis Oneida WI Homemade Fly
11 Jerry R. Griffen 5 40.00 7/14/2016 Chippewa River Sawyer WI Homemade Fly
12 Jim Chamberlin 12 39.50 6/29/2016 Boot Vilas WI Homemade Fly
13 John Ringenbach 19 38.00 1/11/2016 James River Botetourt VA T Bone
14 Jim Chamberlin 12 37.00 7/15/2016 Planting Ground Oneida WI Homemade Fly
15 Matt Dixon 64 35.00 2/6/2016 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
16 John Ringenbach 19 34.00 1/10/2016 James River Botetourt VA Renner Shad
17 Jerry R. Griffen 5 34.00 7/9/2016 Chippewa River Sawyer WI Homemade Fly
18 Jerry R. Griffen 5 32.00 7/9/2016 Chippewa River Sawyer WI Homemade Fly
19 Jerry R. Griffen 5 30.00 7/11/2016 Chippewa River Sawyer WI Homemade Fly
20 Jerry R. Griffen 5 30.00 7/11/2016 Chippewa River Sawyer WI Homemade Fly

Fly Fishing Top 25 for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
 Rank / Member

Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 William H. Wright D.V.M 28 57.00 7/6/2016 St. Lawrence River Quebec QB Dadson Bullet
2 Lyle Lesetmoe 46 57.00 7/10/2016 Bemidji Beltrami MN Buck Tail
3 Chad Lapa 69 57.00 7/17/2016 St. Lawrence River St. Lawrence NY Lunge Lumber
4 Josh Borovsky 1 56.50 6/20/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Beaver
5 Brandon Schorle 39 56.00 6/19/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Stiletto
6 Bruce W. Wisner 39 55.75 9/14/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Cowgirl/Double Cowgirl
7 John W. Wall 3 55.50 9/21/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Cowgirl/Double Cowgirl
8 Erik Jacobson 21 55.00 7/9/2016 Mille Lacs Mille Lacs MN Fat Bastarrd
9 Adam Andresky 16 55.00 8/2/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Hosebait
10 Chad Lapa 69 55.00 8/24/2016 St. Lawrence River St. Lawrence NY Lunge Lumber
11 Shawn Maher 23 55.00 9/10/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Hosebait
12 Stu McIntosh 1 54.50 6/19/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Plastic / Miscellaneous
13 Dave Selle 21 54.50 7/7/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Rubber
14 Gary Spitzer 50 54.50 8/3/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Red October Tube
15 Tyler Herman 4 54.25 9/10/2016 Green Bay Brown WI Rapala Crank
16 Dale Junk 47 54.25 9/11/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Medussa
17 Jason Bond 19 54.25 9/30/2016 St. Lawrence River St. Lawrence NY 007 Bait
18 Carl Langham 13 54.00 7/14/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Llungen DC8
19 Alan Albrecht 1 54.00 7/21/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Cowgirl/Double Cowgirl
20 Richard G. Sprenkle 64 54.00 7/22/2016 French River Ontario ON Wiley Muskie King Jointed 9
21 Dave Selle 21 54.00 8/1/2016 Vermilion St. Louis MN Rubber
22 Gary Spitzer 50 54.00 8/2/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Red October Tube
23 Klaus Trieb 39 54.00 8/10/2016 Ottawa River Quebec QB Double 10
24 William H. Wright D.V.M 28 54.00 8/12/2016 St. Lawrence River Quebec QB DC‐10
25 Paul Findlan 16 54.00 9/4/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Red October

 Rank / Member
Men's Top 25 for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)

Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Silvia Spitzer 50 56.00 8/3/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Red October Tube
2 Samantha Gerou 47 55.75 5/31/2016 Elk Chain Antrim MI Hammer Lure
3 Silvia Spitzer 50 55.00 8/4/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Homemade Bucktail
4 Heather Mvzrimmon 69 55.00 9/25/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Hosebait
5 Cindy Hegdahl 1 55.00 10/23/2016 Plantagenet Hubbard MN Bucher Depth Raider
6 Tera Castillo 1 54.00 7/4/2016 Minnetonka Hennepin MN Headlock
7 Silvia Spitzer 50 54.00 9/10/2016 Rowan Ontario ON Homemade Bucktail
8 Catherine Latoza 39 52.00 6/16/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Alley Cat
9 Silvia Spitzer 50 52.00 6/24/2016 Rowan Ontario ON Homemade Bucktail
10 Silvia Spitzer 50 52.00 6/30/2016 Rowan Ontario ON Bulldawg
11 Tera Castillo 1 52.00 7/3/2016 Minnetonka Hennepin MN Headlock
12 Silvia Spitzer 50 52.00 8/15/2016 Rowan Ontario ON Homemade Bucktail
13 Lynne M. Dembiec 35 51.75 10/30/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Grandma Crank
14 Margie Hollnagel 12 51.50 7/8/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Fat Bastarrd
15 Pat Fields Jr. 3 51.00 8/19/2016 Lake St. Clair St. Clair MI Bulldawg
16 Pattie Miller 12 51.00 9/6/2016 Lake Of The Woods Ontario ON Hawg Spin
17 Gloria A. Roberts 19 51.00 9/17/2016 Chautauqua Chautauqua NY Crank Bait
18 Gloria Porter 61 50.50 9/29/2016 Arrowhead Vilas WI Homemade Spinner
19 Silvia Spitzer 50 50.00 8/2/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Red October Tube
20 Mary N. Arndt 41 50.00 8/3/2016 Lake St. Clair Ontario ON Ziggie Crank
21 Silvia Spitzer 50 50.00 8/24/2016 Rowan Ontario ON Shadzilla
22 Silvia Spitzer 50 50.00 9/9/2016 Rowan Ontario ON Homemade Bucktail
23 Silvia Spitzer 50 49.50 8/3/2016 St. Lawrence River Ontario ON Red October Tube
24 Linda Knutson 1 49.50 8/17/2016 Little Sand Lake Ontario ON Medusa
25 Jennifer Martinez 19 49.00 5/28/2016 Chautauqua Chautauqua NY Boss Shad

Women's Top 25 for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
 Rank / Member

NE
W

NEW

Month Member City/State Water Length (Inches)
January Seth Davis Hazard, KY Milton Hill Lake, TN 52.50
February Beau Chumley Hartville, OH Milton Hill Lake, TN 48.50
March Beau Chumley Hartville, OH Piedmont, OH 48.00
April Jay Scott Dotson Middlebourne, WV Stonewall Jackson Lake, WV 53.00
May Samantha Gerou Rapid City, MI Elk Chain, MI 55.75
June Josh Borovsky Maple Grove, MN Vermilion, MN 56.50
July William H. Wright D.V.M Rochester, IL St. Lawrence River, QB 57.00
July Lyle Lesetmoe Shevlin, MN Bemidji, MN 57.00
August Charles Carlson Rockford, IL St. Lawrence River, ON 56.50
September Michael Chisamore Wheaton, IL St. Lawrence River, QB 56.00
October Caiden Ramsell (pending) Canton, IL Vermilion, MN 57.00
November Paul Hartman (pending) Blaine, MN Mille Lacs, MN 56.00

2016 Muskies, Inc. Lunkers of the Month
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Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Kevin Holland 49 Hammond  IN 103 1,181 37
2 Beau Chumley 23 Hartville OH 94 1,016 37
3 Mark Seys 41 Wallaceburg  Ont CN 70 990 40
4 Robbie Wilke 39 Plainfield IL 83 967 38
5 Jeff Micholic 62 Wausau WI 71 941 39
6 Mike Lambrecht 15 Cohasset MN 64 932 40
7 Richard Fedewa 52 Campbellsville KY 63 908 40
8 Will Tolerton 19 Paris Oh 70 898 39
9 Andy P. Schutz 8 McFarland WI 62 875 40
10 Michael Handlogten 47 Middleville MI 53 852 42
11 Derek Wenzel 9 Marietta OH 61 806 39
12 Chris Dolan 21 Crystal MN 42 798 45
13 Scott Scarpelli 47 Sanford MI 54 742 40
14 Tony Piantek 12 Shawano WI 45 686 41
15 Rick Hall 6 Weyerhaeuser WI 60 681 37
16 Brett Olson 6 Altoona WI 73 676 35
17 Kenny Sowizrol 39 Chicago IL 65 672 36
18 Jason Basic 23 Youngstown OH 54 648 38
19 Brian H. Wright 6 Eau Claire WI 50 647 39
20 Sylvester Trunkett 19 North Ridgeville OH 48 609 39
21 Dan Burrow 24 Milaca MN 33 567 43
21 Gary Spitzer 50 Chadds Ford PA 31 564 44
23 Sam Reichenbach 18 Cadiz OH 50 544 37
24 Aaron Laking 8 Mc Farland WI 35 541 41
25 Tim Connoy 21 Mound MN 33 534 42

Men's Division for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
Rank / Member Name Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.

1 David White 18 Moundsville WV 188 2,364 38
2 Jeff M. Hanson 8 Verona WI 152 1,882 38
3 Dave Selle 21 Lino Lakes MN 83 1,475 44
4 Charles Schauer 12 Wisconsin Rapids WI 89 1,296 40
5 Kevin LaRoche 19 Aurora OH 89 1,158 39
6 George Weber 56 Kettering OH 83 1,082 39
7 Adam Andresky 16 Gibsonia PA 82 933 37
8 Robert A. Basic 23 Youngstown OH 79 883 37
9 Steven Berg 35 West Allis WI 63 849 39
10 Bill Andresky 16 Pittsburgh PA 66 822 38
11 Gary Myshak 12 Eagle River WI 72 796 37
12 Ken Worel 15 Grand Rapids MN 47 784 42
13 Bob D. Marshall 19 Bowerston OH 65 779 38
14 Michael Floyd 57 Auburn WA 83 766 35
15 Mike Koepp 35 Pewaukee WI 64 757 38
16 John Cade 9 Clarington OH 64 742 38
17 Rusty Welker 42 Kokomo IN 65 716 37
18 Corey Pettis 30 Ettrick WI 59 708 38
19 Bill Schultz Jr. 19 Bolivar OH 61 679 37
20 J. Dean Davis 19 Coshocton OH 56 641 37
21 Mike Brister 46 Bemidji MN 44 611 40
22 Walter Krause 28 Collinsville IL 49 549 37
23 Jon Rude 30 Holmen WI 39 538 40
24 Ray H. Elkins 19 East Canton OH 40 519 39
25 Rick Swain 42 Upland IN 39 511 39

Men's Masters Division for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
Rank / Member Name

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Jim Chamberlin 12 Eagle River WI 6 90 41
2 Ben Tollefson 1 Buffalo MN 5 89 44
3 John Ringenbach 19 Lakewood OH 3 37 38
4 Jerry R. Griffen 5 Ashland  MO 5 36 33
5 Matt Dixon 64 Port Matilda PA 1 9 35

Fly Fishing Division for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
Rank / Member Name

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Mason Shoffner Marzo 22 Pittstown NJ 38 514 39
2 Jack Ward 50 Duncannon PA 40 409 36
3 Jake Evertz 21 Blaine MN 19 265 40
4 Ryan Baratta 3 Auburn NY 18 245 40
5 Fischer Smith 6 Chippewa Falls WI 20 222 37
6 Marlena Shoffner Marzo 22 Pittstown NJ 15 220 41
7 Travis L. Pettis 30 Ettrick WI 16 204 39
8 Chase Gibson 9 Philippi WV 16 188 38
9 Elysa Amberg 37 Becker MN 10 143 40
10 Luke Ault 41 Hilliard OH 8 132 42
11 James Albee 12 Minocqua WI 10 132 39
12 Luke Hopkins 28 Carol Stream IL 11 131 38
13 Connor Suliin 33 Duluth MN 9 125 40
14 Alan Otto 3 Park Ridge IL 9 123 40
15 Lauren Amberg 37 Becker MN 8 119 41
16 Adison Thompson 16 Franklin PA 13 115 35
17 Adam Piantek 12 Shawano WI 7 112 42
18 Cade Busche 33 Saginaw MN 8 97 38
19 Cody Webeck 38 Alexandria MN 5 94 45
20 Russell Hill 33 Duluth MN 6 90 41
21 Ben Sieren 35 Wind Lake WI 6 78 39
22 Ethan Cain 39 Gilberts IL 8 74 35
23 Alex Pellowski 12 Mosinee WI 7 73 36
24 Max Gibson 6 Elk Mound WI 6 70 38
25 Marryn Willberg 46 Clearbrook MN 5 67 39

Juniors Division for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
Rank / Member Name

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Kim Wagner 65 Roy UT 19 291 41
2 Donna Ball 18 Hopedale OH 23 267 38
3 Darlene Kelley 9 Salem WV 19 202 37
4 Kay Moore 65 Roy UT 14 194 40
5 Tera Castillo 1 Saint Paul Park MN 9 178 46
6 Becky Oestreich 32 Blaine MN 14 160 37
7 Mary Lundberg 46 Lake Nebagamon WI 12 152 38
8 Claudette Kersten 13 Hayward WI 14 149 37
9 Lorie Scherf 35 Waukesha WI 12 132 37
10 Vicki Shumway 13 Stone Lake WI 11 131 38
11 Natalie Fetzko 16 Jefferson Hills PA 9 121 39
12 Barb Neddo 12 Eagle River WI 9 103 37
13 Margie Hollnagel 12 Princeton WI 5 96 45
14 Becky Hardy 2 Carlos MN 12 95 34
15 Carol l. Nixon 39 Crystal Lake IL 6 85 40
16 Brenda Dettloff 13 Couderay WI 6 84 40
17 Sandy Petrozzi 18 Wintersville OH 8 82 36
18 Doris Dahlk 8 Madison WI 7 80 37
19 Stephanie Amberg 37 Becker MN 4 67 43
20 Mary Pokora 35 Menomonee Falls WI 4 65 42
21 Cathy L. Johnson 39 Elgin IL 7 65 35
22 Samantha Gerou 47 Rapid City MI 3 64 47
23 Linda Knutson 1 Hugo MN 4 64 42
24 Jody Young 24 Brainerd MN 4 59 41
25 Dawn Neighbor 41 Delaware OH 5 57 37

Women's Division for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
Rank / Member Name Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.

1 Deborah S. Crossley‐Davis 19 Coshocton OH 62 803 39
2 Silvia Spitzer 50 Chadds Ford PA 33 629 45
3 Mary N. Arndt 41 Elmore OH 35 472 39
4 Catherine Latoza 39 Burbank IL 34 430 39
5 Vickie Banks 52 Wellington KY 31 371 38
6 Lynne M. Dembiec 35 Hartland WI 26 346 39
7 Nikki Swain 42 Upland IN 23 286 38
8 Sheila McCord 9 Roanoke WV 20 245 38
9 Cindy Hegdahl 1 Bemidji MN 16 209 39
10 Margaret Pauling 41 Fremont OH 17 203 38
11 Pattie Miller 12 Eagle River WI 9 138 41
12 Charlotte Fuchs 19 No Canton OH 10 137 39
13 Mary Hoernecke 32 Byron IL 8 77 36
14 Sonya Anderson 38 Alexandria MN 3 46 41
15 Sharon Potvin 41 Baltimore OH 1 19 45
16 Barbara Clemente 23 Hubbard OH 1 11 37

Women's Masters Division for 2016 (As of 11/29/16)
Rank / Member Name
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FRIDAY FIRST 
200 PAID 

ATTENDEES 
WIN A FREE 

MUSKY LURE! 

Sunday first 
200 

attendees 
receive a free 
musky leader. 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND THE 

2017 SOUTHERN WISCONSIN MUSKY 
EXPO JANUARY 27th, 28th AND 29th  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

* Tackle  
  Manufacturers 

* Retailers 

* Resorts 

* Boats 

* Factory Reps 

* Seminars 

* Guides & more! Waukesha, 
Wisconsin 

at the Waukesha Expo Center 

1000 Northview Rd 

www.southernwisconsinmuskyexpo.com 
Like us on Facebook at: 
Southern Wisconsin Musky Expo 

For shows and seminar times, please visit 

Take Exit 294 

Seminars by: 
Hall of Famers 

Tony Rizzo  
Russ "Smity" Smith  
and many others! 
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FRIDAY FIRST 
200 PAID 

ATTENDEES 
WIN A FREE 

MUSKY LURE! 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND THE 

2017 WISCONSIN MUSKY EXPO 
MARCH 3rd, 4th, and 5th

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

* Tackle  
  Manufacturers 

* Retailers 

* Resorts 

* Boats 

* Factory Reps 

* Seminars 

* Guides & more! 

Wausau, 
Wisconsin 

at the Central WI 
Convention Center 

Register to Win a Full 
Week's Stay at 

Donner's Bay Resort! 
on the Turtle 

Flambeau Flowage 

Bring your Musky 
photo and register to 
win a FREE graphite 

mount from LAX 
taxidermy! 

Sunday, March 5th the 
first 250 paid attendees 
18 years or older will be 

entered to win a free 
weeks stay at Merkel's 

Camp on Wabigoon 
lake in Canada 

www.WiMuskyExpo.com 

Like us on Facebook at 
Wisconsin Muskie Expo! 

For shows and seminar times, please visit 
Come see the savage 
gear lure tank in action! 

 



It’s show season folks! Time to crack open the wallet, 
free up some post-Christmas moola and pop for those 
new custom colored baits you’ve had your eye on. It’s 
also a nice time to catch up with people you don’t get 
to see often.

And it’s a great excuse to start doing off-season 
research and planning new trips for 2017. A good goal 
might be to fish one new body of water, big or small.

I did just that in 2016 on a one-day trip to the St. 
Lawrence River in late August. For those unfamiliar 
with this body of water, former MUSKIE Editor and 
now frequent author, Kevin Richards, pens a great 
feature article on the fishery in this issue starting on 
page 20.

Ten years ago I made my first foray onto the famed 
river, though not in search of muskies, but instead 

nesting smallmouth (for 
research). The photo here 
on the left was taken that 
day. The water was barely 
50F and after two hours in 
the water I could not 
feel my legs. But, 
what I saw that day 
was proof-positive of 
the potential that river 
held. Schools – yes, 
SCHOOLS – of 5-6 
pound smallmouth, 
suckers two feet long, 
30+ pound carp, 14+ 
inch perch…

Fast-forward 10 years and almost three months 
later and I ventured back on the same body of 
water. I was super excited to hit the river, though 
admittedly less so to catch a giant muskie and 
more so to photograph one under water. Still, if 
ever I was to catch a 55+ incher, it was going to 
be there on the Larry.

We trolled all day to no avail. The other boat in 
our party caught and released a chunky 42 incher, 
but that was the only action between the two 
boats. 
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But, as last light hung in the sky, I spotted something 
poking out of the water’s surface head of our boat. I 
steered my partner’s rig in the direction of the UFO 
(unknown floating object) and wouldn’t you know it, 
there before us was one of those giant leopard-spotted 
St. Lawrence muskies.

Unfortunately, it was dying. I tried in vain for several 
minutes to get it to regain its equilibrium, but my 
efforts were futile. We taped it out at 51 inches. I 
suspect it was dying of natural causes as its head was 
enormous, but its body was in very poor condition. 
There were also no signs of hooking damage and 
nothing protruding from its esophagus. Sometimes 
muskies just die. Happens more often than we think, I 
imagine.

Still, it was a very bitter way to end the day. And yet, 
it was also a reminder that we should do as much as we 
can to release our catches successfully.

So, to that end, remember to: 1) practice catch-and-
release and 2) wear your sunscreen.

- Sean
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Photo

By: Michael Winther
Photo Editor
pictures@muskiesinc.org

Contest

Matt McDonald of the Twin Cities 
Chapter, submitted this photo of a 
healthy 51-inch muskie from leech 
lake that he caught in October.  During 
all of the excitement of catching his 
personal best, he was still able to get a 
good picture of the moment; a well-
supported hold of a large fish, facing 
into the sun, shades are off, and a nice 

smile. Congrats, Matt!

January / February 2017 .....MUSKIE 13

Richard Schuit of the South Side Muskie 
Hawks (Chapter 7) dedicated this photo to 
those muskie anglers whom we’ve lost. 
Perhaps they’re still fishing from above us in 

heaven. 
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The moment to head out and go muskie fishing can 
be challenging with combinations of bad weather 
and work commitments. The exciting possibility of 
catching the biggest water wolves can be reason 
enough to reconsider your lure choices.

 By matching the proper gear and tactics 
with the most productive lures, muskie hunters 
(experienced and beginners) can catch the biggest 
of these predators and get a fight that really can 
be considered a danger to your heart rate. Like 
the seven hills on which Rome was built, add these 
seven lures to your tackle box and you can reduce 
your time on the water and make less than 10,000 
casts to hook a big one. Muskies are well known 
for their ability to test the persistence of fishers, 
consider the advice of veteran muskie guides and 
anglers on these lures.

Sound is more 
important than 
color with 
surface lures. 
Go beyond the typical calm 
water casting of this type of lure 
and try it when there are waves on 
the water. On pressured water a lot of 
the same lures are presented to the fish over and over 
again. Try to make your lure stand out. For example, a 
single prop surface lure like a “Pflueger” globe can be 
modified by slightly unscrewing the prop screws that 
attach to the head. This results in less line twist, makes 
a different sound, and runs more easily through weeds. 
This lure is great for surface figure-eights, just keep 
going around and around. 

Andy Pappas / Vicious Fishes Guide Service: “It 
helps to have the right weather-specifically a warming 
trend with relatively high humidity. And of course 
they’re great at sunset and just before a front rolls in.”

How to crank it: A steady retrieve is good with 
a fast-action rod to call in a big fish. Popular colors 
include yellow, black and orange. 

 
There are literally 

hundreds of 
different muskie 
crank baits of 
different brands, s i z e s 
and colors. The list is a long and 
growing one. Find the right jointed 
crank bait for the right condition. Early in 
the season small and shallow running might be a good 
way to go. By the time the leaves are turning color 
and cool fall days have begun, a large jointed crank 
bait will probably be the best way to go; a bait of 8 
inches or larger. Matching the bait to a prey fish color 
pattern like shad, sucker, shiner or yellow perch can 
be effective in triggering strikes. Your casting retrieve 
or trolling speed should be slightly slower than in the 
summer. Try deeper open water near the usual summer 
fishing areas.

Hedrik Wachelka / Ottawa Muskies Canada: 
“Troll them high in the water column during the fall, 
by that I mean above whatever vegetation remains. 
Muskies will venture onto feeding flats on lakes or 
rivers on the look out for perch or suckers, since flats 
get quite large in size trolling is the most effective way 
to cover the waters. Lots of flats that I work in this 
style range in depth of 7-12 feet.”

How to crank it: Troll a bright colored crank bait 
around 2 –3 mph along a weed edge or over an open 
water area with a school of prey fish near by.

To get a late summer or early fall muskie to bite try 
casting or trolling double blade bucktails. They are a 

MAGNIFICENT

MUSKIE LURES7
primer for lure selection
Written and Illustrated by: Charles Weiss

2. Crank Baits

3. Double-Bladed 
   Bucktail Spinners

1. Surface Lures
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straight forward reel in kind of lure. 
At boat side you can control a 
following muskie by turning 

the final move of the lure into a 
figure eight at the end of most 

casts. Usually a fish will strike as 
you are going into or out of a turn.  

Hedrik Wachelka / Ottawa Muskies Canada: “I 
have been pleased with the success these lures have 
had in the fall. Usually I fish them around remnant 
green aquatic vegetation in shallower water, usually 
less than 8 feet or so and keep the pace of the retrieve 
slightly slower than summer.”

How to crank it: This is a good lure for casting after 
a cold weather front.

Spoons are a very 
good choice for 
muskie, they are 
not just the lure 

for northern pike. 
The only way to find out is to give them a try. The 

retrieve can be varied from the straight reel in style 
to a jerk bait start and stop rhythm. Racing it along 
the surface is another method that gets the attention 
of muskies. Your imagination will be the only limit to 
your retrieval style. 

Add a swivel above the leader and where the lure 
connects to help prevent line twist. The style of spoon 
with narrow body that resembles a salmon spoon, but 
made of thicker metal about 5-6 inches long is the 
ideal style. Erratic fast darting action is usually needed 
to get a bite along the side of submerged weed edges. 
If the action is slow consider trying in deeper water 
away from the weed edge.

Steve Wickens / Kawartha Lakes muskie angler: 
“You have to keep them in the 2 to 2.5 mph range 
or they will twist your line into a knot. Good heavy 
swivels are a must and a leader that uses twin swivels 
is a must. Monofilament line works better than braided 
Dacron for running spoons.”

How to crank it: Cast toward an area you think may 
hold a muskie, fan cast the whole area. If you get a 
strike, work the exact depth thoroughly, chances are 
you’ll find another fish at that depth.   

 

Covering water with spinnerbaits and targeting active 
and aggressive muskie by casting or trolling is a smart 

way to fish. Increase 
your chances by 
trolling with 80 to 
100 feet of line, 
which allows you 
to react to the changing direction 
of the weed edge. Shortening the line and 
increasing your boat speed will have the blades 
burst out of the water and attract a feeding muskie. 
Use quality snaps and swivels with a three-foot leader.  
From the middle of the summer through to fall, this 
method is hard to beat in terms of efficiency and 
productivity. Try going along river submerged weed 
lines, rip rap and sandbars and don’t be afraid to go as 
shallow as four feet.

Hedrik Wachelka / Ottawa Muskies Canada: 
“Troll flats and edges on shallow cover elements of 
structure like along weed lines and other breaks of this 
type especially in early fall. A casters secret weapon 
until ice up-as they can be counted down and used 
to fish the base and through weed edges. Rock piles, 
bridge abutments. This is a bait that is loud underwater 
and can be banged and dragged through pieces of 
cover.”

4. Spoon

5. Spinnerbaits

(Continued on Page 16)
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How to crank it: Troll along edges of submerged 
weed lines or cast out toward deep water from a rocky 
shoal.

This lure 
demands a 
constant series of 
twitches and taps of the 
rod tip pointed down at the water 
while reeling in slack line. This method 
creates a “zig zag” forward motion s i m i l a r 
to the “walk the dog” action only under the water. 
The quick “tap-tap-tap” of the rod tip action has a 
rhythm that mimics the short darting pattern of a small 
panfish. Should you see the large shape of a following 
muskie keep the retrieve action going-- don’t hesitate 
or STOP. When the fish strikes, wait until you feel 
the weight of the fish then set the hook. Use a slower 
retrieve in colder fall months and remember to keep 
the lure faltering and looking like an easy meal. Try 
this method over shallow or deep water.

Steve Wickens / Kawartha muskie angler: “Glide 
baits, like the Hellhound, not only is it a great casting 
bait, but it is an amazing trolling bait. You can’t troll 
fast enough to blow out the action.”

How to crank it: Take advantage of the fearless 
nature of the muskie. Troll along with the lure in 
the propwash and only let out a short amount of line 
and ease up on the reel drag, the strike can be very 
explosive.

Jerk baits are similar to the glide bait, they require 
a stop and go retrieve action from the tapping of the 
rod tip. Popular lure manufacturers are the Bobbie and 
Suick, Thriller. The design usually is long and slender 
with a flat bottom. Robert A. Vander Velden created the 
Bobbie bait in 1940 and it’s been catching muskie ever 
since.  They catch fish with the abrupt stop-and-pull 
(jerk) retrieve. Some lure designs are weighted and 
will rise very slowly after a pull. The only way to work 
a jerk bait is through trial and error with the length of 
pull and frequency of the pull. Ideally you want the lure 

to shimmy 
and shake 
when it 
rises after 
each pause 

after a pull. Use a long fishing rod between seven and 
eight feet long with a medium to heavy action. Point 
the rod tip down when retrieving and add a quick 
tap straight down pull.  In the middle of the retrieve 
consider letting the lure float to the surface, a muskie 
will bite sometimes at this moment.

Andy Pappas / Vicious Fishes Guide Service: 
“During the fall I always cast them. They’re very 
flexible in their application in their buoyancy allows 
them to be popped around shallow weed and wood, 

while long/steady pulls, allow them to be driven deeper 
around rock structure or suspended bait.”

How to crank it: Keep a tight line while the lure 
rises: most strikes happen when the lure is rising.

For the beginning muskie fisherman or possible 
experienced, consider these seven lures and discover 
their best potential of optimum range of speed. Because 
of advances in gear ratios on reels, a few cranks can 
really move a lure through the water. The fast response 
is good because sometimes a fish chases a fast moving 
lure and misses a slow one. Always keep these lures 
moving at the speed they were designed for. Many 
lures are just a variation on a theme while others are 
improved by new technologies.If you know what most 
lures are capable of you don’t have to buy them all.

6. Glide Baits

7. Jerk Bait

Lure Parts Online, Inc., 580 North Street, Springfield, IL 62704

“...build better baits...”
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M i c h a e l 
D i G u i s e p p e ’ s 
45-inch muskie is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
interesting because 
it was a caught 
from a lake in 
s o u t h e a s t 
Pennsylvania that 

Chapter 50 just began stocking 10 
years ago. He informed us that fish in the 45-48 
inch range have been showing up as a result of 
their stocking efforts. Good work by the Penn-

Jersey Chapter for sure.

Jason Wegwerth took a quick timeout to catch this 
cool photo of Steve Sorgenfrie’s topwater retrieve.

T h e 
m u s k i e s 
have been 
t r e a t i n g 
F i s c h e r 
Smith (First Wisconsin) well this fall. His dad 
Jason has been teaching him good handling and 

release habits.
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M i c h a e l 
Handlogten, of 
the Michigan 
Muskie Alliance, 
s u b m i t t e d 
pictures of his 
son (Caleb) with 
a 54-inch beast 
from Lake St. 
Clair. It looks 
like Caleb is 
pretty happy 
about this one!

Tick, Boom! Kara Anderson proves 
that they know how to catch them in 

Nebraska too.

Jacob Lyons (Chapter 
50) is plenty proud of 
this 39-inch muskie; 

his first ever.

I don’t think Bill 
Brauer is excited at all 
about catching this river 

muskie. Way to go!
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This was my third “last trip of the 
season” and I was going on a long stretch 
since my last hookset on a muskie. Keeping 
my spirits high, I set off that Sunday 
afternoon with confidence and bliss. The 
weather was crazy-windy and I was cold 
within minutes of being out on the water. 

I fished a long and, what I would consider, 
the best spot on the lake, dragging a big 
sucker and saw nothing. After the first bay 
I switched to casting a Monster Medussa, 
and on the second cast I got rocked just 
under the boat, total shock and disbelief. 
As I was about to net her she made a 
power run with only a few feet of line 
out, forcing me to drop the net… ONTO 
EVERY LURE I OWN. 

I was so snagged up I had to set the rod 
down with my foot on it and spend two 
minutes (but felt a lot longer) pulling 
bucktails out of the net to free it. She was 
thrashing so hard I thought it was over. 
Somehow she stayed on long enough to 
let me scoop her into the net. I was able to 
snap a quick and decent picture, but after 
all that she didn’t want to swim away very 
well. 

We got blown into the huge waves 
and I got soaked holding her, so I trolled 
back into the bay holding her underwater 
the whole time. The pain from the cold 
became so intense that I became afraid 
of the situation turning bad. I was almost 
in tears. I scooped her back in the net 
and tried warming my hands. She was 
“breathing” better and eventually swam 
off strong. I can’t explain the relief.  

I love when it works out in the end and 
for some reason these near disasters make 
the best memories. 
Adios 2016, you 
were a bear. 

- Eric Poissant, 
Chapter 37
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Shared Resource
Anglers from across North America are willing to 

put in their time on the St. Lawrence River just for 
the chance of catching the fish of a lifetime.  The St. 
Lawrence has been, and currently is, one of the most 
incredible fisheries for trophy muskellunge. This great 
river faces some serious threats that could impact most 
of its key species, including muskellunge.

There are concerned anglers on both sides of this river 
that borders the United States and Canada; many of 
these anglers are members of Muskies, Inc. or Muskies 
Canada – some are members of both organizations.  
Muskies Canada and Muskies, Inc. members realize 
that this great river is a shared resource and they have a 
shared responsibility to work with other organizations, 
agencies, and scientists to protect it.

The St. Lawrence River flows over 700 miles from 
Lake Ontario to the Gulf of St. Lawrence in the North 
Atlantic Ocean.  Muskies can be found in over 300 miles 
of the river, from Lake Ontario downstream to near 
Quebec City.  The river water becomes increasingly 
more saline (salty) as it flows from Quebec City toward 
the ocean.

Phase III of the Plan for Management of the St. 
Lawrence River Muskellunge Population focuses on 
“muskellunge in the International waters of Eastern 
Lake Ontario through Lake St. Lawrence of the St. 
Lawrence River” - the 114-mile section of the river that 
borders New York and Ontario; roughly the upper one-
third of muskellunge range in the St. Lawrence.     

The upper St. Lawrence is a complex river system 
that includes over 1,800 islands and 2,000 shoals.  
Historically famous muskie fishing destinations such 
as Clayton, Gananoque, and the Thousand Islands are 
included in this section of river.

Downstream from New York is a 200-mile stretch 
of muskie water that is almost entirely within Quebec.  
Muskies Canada has two Chapters that fish this muskie 
water, the Montreal Chapter and the Quebec City 
Chapter.  Some of the better-known muskie destinations 
in this stretch include Lac des Deux Montagnes (Lake of 
Two Mountains) at the confluence of the St. Lawrence 
and Ottawa rivers, Lac St. Louis, and Lake St. Peter.  
The Quebec Ministry of Forests, Wildlife and Parks is 
working to learn more about this section of the river and 
to link their findings with work conducted in Ontario, 
New York and elsewhere to optimize muskellunge 
management.

Shared Responsibility

St. Lawrence River:
Shared Resource

Written by: Kevin Richards & Peter Levick

The Muskie is as much a part of the River history as the St. 
Lawrence Skiff and the Gilded Age.  From as far back as the 
1800s, anglers have been coming to the River to try their luck 
at tackling this apex predator.  Once believed to be in never 
ending supply, the Muskie was harvested in great numbers 
until the population declined drastically.  In the early 1980s, 
anglers began the catch and release program, believing these 
fish too valuable to catch only once.

-  Plaque on the Clayton NY muskie statue  

Peter Levick stands by the Muskie 
Monument in Clayton, NY.

Reed Findlan with another St. Lawrence 
monster – a 55 incher caught in October 2016.
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Historic Impacts
The muskie population of the river was greatly 

affected by the construction of the dams and locks of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway.  Initial construction occurred 
from 1954 to 1959 and created the only ship route from 
the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes.  This essential 
shipping lane has many benefits but has also caused 
some serious environmental challenges including 
unnatural water level fluctuations, pollution, and 
introduction of detrimental invasive species.

Current Status
Dr. John Paul Leblanc from the Thousand Islands 

Biological Station (TIBS Post-Doctoral Associate) 
shared his thoughts on the current status of muskies: 
“Throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, the muskellunge 
population in the Upper St. Lawrence River was 
forecasting a bright future.  Angler catch rates were 
approximately 1 fish for every 10 hours angled, index 
surveys indicated high numbers of juveniles surviving 
to late-Summer, and Round Goby and VHSV were not 
a concern.  Fishery managers from the U.S. and Canada 
agreed to implement restrictive harvest regulations for 
muskellunge to promote a sustainable trophy fishery.  It 
was understood that to properly protect muskellunge, 
management agencies from both countries needed to 

cooperate, muskellunge do not conform to geopolitical 
boundaries.”  

“The problems that face muskellunge today result 
from multiple stressors that are interconnected.  Things 
such as water level regulation, the introduction and 
spread of invasive species and pathogens, and the 
degradation of critical early-life habitats all interact 
to impact muskellunge.  These create ecosystem-wide 
problems that must be dealt with by an ecosystem 
approach that incorporates research, education and 
cooperation.”  

“Research should focus on how muskellunge 
interact with all aspects of the river, through all of the 
muskellunge’s life-stages.  Specific bottlenecks to the 
population and research needs can then be identified 
and addressed.  The information garnered from research 
can be used to help educate policy makers, stakeholders 
and the general public of the problems and potential 
solutions recommended from research.  Cooperation, 
both nationally and binational, is essential to reverse the 
current trends for muskellunge throughout the Upper 
St. Lawrence River and ensure that this trophy fishery 
can be enjoyed by all future generations.”

(Continued on Page 22)



Shared Responsibility
The St. Lawrence River faces a number of threats that 

could devastate this outstanding trophy muskie fishery.  
Some of the top muskie scientists in North America 
are collaborating to protect this special resource.  As 
muskie anglers we need to be informed and 
supportive of the work they are doing.  To 
become better informed, and to show our support, 
members of Muskies, Inc. and Muskies Canada 
visited the Thousand Island Biological Station 
(TIBS) and met with its Director, Dr. John Farrell, 
in September 2016.

TIBS is located on an island in the middle of 
the St. Lawrence River near Clayton, New York.  
It is a major hub of research on muskellunge and 
pike in the St. Lawrence River.  Scientists and 
fisheries students from the State University of 
New York (Syracuse, NY), Carleton University 
(Ottawa, ON), University of Victoria, BC, and 
Laval University, QC are involved in research 
projects at TIBS.  Other universities and agencies 
which cooperate with Dr. Farrell and TIBS 
research include Cornell University Veterinary 
College (NY), the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (OMNRF), 
Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs, QC, the 
U.S. Geological Survey and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 
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The group poses in front of the Thousand Islands Biological Station (TIBS). Top 
row: Jay Davies (CH69), Steve Glassic (CH69 VP), Jim Reynolds (CH69 Pres), 

Peter Levick (MC Pres & CH69), JP Leblanc (TIBS), John Farrell (TIBS). 
Bottom row: Bob Solley (CH69 & MC Gan CH), Don Williams (CH69), Kevin 

Borkhuis (CH69). Taking photo: Kevin Richards (CH05 & MC Gan CH).
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Four of the presentations at the 2016 Hugh C. Becker 
Muskie Symposium focused on the St. Lawrence River.  
Dr. John Farrell was the lead author or co-author for three 
of those presentations.  Dr. John Casselman of Queens 
University (Kingston, ON) and Philippe Brodeur of the 
Quebec Ministry of Forests, Wildlife and Parks were 
lead authors on two of the presentations.

The goals of the St. Lawrence River Muskellunge 
Management Plan continue to be to perpetuate the 
muskellunge as a viable, self-sustaining component of 
the fish community in the St. Lawrence River, and to 
provide a quality trophy fishery.

Threats, Research, and 
Conservation

Research at TIBS provides increasing evidence to 
suggest that muskellunge in the Upper St. Lawrence 
River may be reaching a tipping point.  Since the 
mid- to late-2000s, there have been unprecedented and 
dramatic declines in the catches of both spawning adult 
and juvenile muskellunge at long-term monitoring 
sites.  This is particularly troubling because these 
declines have been noted on both sides of the border, 
and disheartening, because the benefits of the 54 inch 
minimum size limit for muskellunge shared between the 
U.S. and Canada appeared to have been increasing 
the quality of the fishery.  In fact, the declines in 
muskellunge at the index sampling sites mirrors 
catch rates from participants of the voluntary diary 
program, suggesting systemic concern for the 
population.

There appears to be no single cause for the 
current trends, but a combination of factors that 
have manifested themselves at very inopportune 
times.  Threats to muskellunge in the Upper St. 
Lawrence River can be broadly categorized by 
two overarching issues: 1) invasive species and 

2) habitat alteration.  Within these categories, there are 
specific culprits and processes that are noteworthy.

Drs. Farrell and Leblanc feel that among the invasive 
species that are firmly established in the Upper St. 
Lawrence River, the Round Goby appear to be a catalyst 
for some of the declines.  Round Goby are known fish 
egg predators, and may be limiting early-life survival 
by consuming muskellunge eggs and newly hatched 
larva and they may replace native fish species that are 
important forage for juvenile muskellunge.  Round 
Goby are also known to harbor and spread another 
invasive species, the Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia 
Virus (VHSV).  Many of the adult muskellunge recently 
found dead in the Upper St. Lawrence River have tested 
positive for VHSV, and in laboratory settings, juvenile 
muskellunge exposed to VHSV had high mortality.  
Fortunately, we have not yet documented VHSV in wild 
caught juvenile muskellunge.  Based on index nettings, 
declines in adult muskellunge appear to coincide with 
the time when VHSV was detected in the Upper St. 
Lawrence River. The decline in juvenile muskellunge 
closely mirrors that of adults and the establishment of 
Round Goby.  In sum, there is a dual consequence to 
Round Goby and VHSV in the Upper St. Lawrence 
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Dr. John Farrell (TIBS; left) discussing the impacts of 
the invasive Round Goby with MI CH69 members  (left 

to right) Jim Reynolds, Jay Davies, Kevin Borkhuis, and 
Steve Glassic.

Gananoque, ON, across from Clayton, NY, is 
home to a very active chapter of Muskies Canada.

The Round 
Goby can 
grow to 
nearly 7 

inches and 
has a large 

mouth 
relative to 
body size.
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River.  First, Round Goby likely have a direct impact on 
early-life muskellunge survivorship by preying on eggs 
and larvae.  Second, Round Goby help to perpetuate 
the spread of VHSV that appears to increase mortality 
of adults.  By consequence, with fewer spawning 
muskellunge, there are fewer eggs spawned, meaning 
that added egg depredation by Round Goby can further 
restrict muskellunge recruitment.  It is of the utmost 
importance to prevent the introduction and spread of 
invasive species and pathogens.  This will likely require 
stronger ballast water discharge regulations, greater 
care from boaters that trailer among water bodies, 
preventing the release of non-native species to the river 
(e.g., ornamental plants, bait fish, etc.) that will have 
unintended consequences.   

The issues with habitat alterations are just as complex 
as, and interactive with the problems of invasive species.  
The most pressing 
concerns for habitat 
alterations occur within 
the coastal wetlands 
where muskellunge 
spawn and that juveniles 
use as nurseries before 
emigrating to open water.  
In these spawning and 
nursery habitats there 
has been a shift in the 
vegetation community, 
specifically the spread 
of macro-algae.  The 
problem with macro-algae 
is that it grows in very 
dense mats that blankets the substrate and precludes 
the presence other species of submersed vegetation that 
grows either to or near the water’s surface.

When wetlands have their vegetative community 
shifted to one dominated by macro-algae, we find very 
low survival of juvenile muskellunge.  The reason for 
the low survival of juvenile muskellunge is multi-fold.  
First, beds of macro-algae reduce the concentration 
of dissolved oxygen where eggs are incubating, 
and directly reduce their survival.  Second, beds of 
macro-algae produce a monotonous habitat, with little 
structural complexity reaching the water’s surface, and 
eggs can be found more easily by predators.  Along this 
same line, even if eggs can hatch in wetlands dominated 
by macro-algae, juvenile muskellunge require a habitat 
where vegetation grows throughout the water column 
so they can successfully hide from predators and 

ambush their preferred prey (e.g., minnows).  Finally, 
when a wetland has its community of vegetation altered 
to one dominated by macro-algae, the fish community 
also changes to one with higher number of Round 
Goby and other fish egg predators and fewer species 
that are the preferred forage for juvenile muskellunge.  
Unfortunately, among many of the known spawning 
and nursery habitats used by muskellunge, beds of 
macro-algae are becoming increasingly prevalent, 
Round Goby more abundant, and at some of these sites 
we have not found either adult or juvenile muskellunge 
for multiple successive years.  The issue of habitat loss 
and alteration can be further compounded by the spread 
of invasive plants such as hybrid cattails, phragmites, 
and European water chestnut.    

It is still uncertain why macro-algae is spreading, but is 
likely related, in part, to the spread of zebra and quagga 

mussels.  Both species 
of mussels have helped 
created clearer water 
that likely promotes the 
growth of macro-algae.  
Changes in the plant 
communities in wetlands 
are also strongly linked 
to water level regulations  
which are managed at the 
internationally shared 
Robert Moses- Saunders 
hydropower dam at 
Cornwall Ontario and 
Massena NY. Natural 
high and low water 

level fluctuations encourage a diverse and high quality 
habitat for both spawning fish and juvenile fish.  In 
contrast, stagnant water levels promotes the spread 
of monotonous plant communities (such as hybrid 
cattails), communities dominated by only a few species, 
provide little habitat complexity and encourages the 
establishment of invasive species.  

Adult muskellunge broadcast their eggs and appear 
to be habitat generalists and may have a low ability 
to identify and select their spawning habitat as it is 
changing over time. There is increasing evidence that 
muskellunge use some type of reproductive homing 
behavior to a wetland for spawning and will continue 
to use that spawning habitat for multiple years even 
if the habitat becomes degraded and unsuitable for 
early-life survival.  For this reason, Drs. Farrell and 
Leblanc cannot overemphasize the importance of 

Peter Levick (left), MC President, and Jim 
Hutchings, MC Gananoque & 1000 Islands 
Chapter Chairman (right), trolling on the 

upper St. Lawrence.
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protecting known spawning and nursery habitats used 
by muskellunge.  The spawning site fidelity behavior 
could also mean that productive spawning and nursery 
habitats may be lost, simply because the adults 
that would have spawned there are no longer in the 
population.  This is a concern given the high mortality 
of adult muskellunge, particularly large females, that 
appears related to VHSV infection.

Importance of Advocacy
Dr. Farrell told us, “It is critical for everybody to take 

an active role in organizations and communities to try 
to protect the resource and enjoy it at the same time.  
Make sure you talk to your fishing buddies who may 
not yet share the same knowledge or ethical standards.  
The resource is at risk, muskies are the top predators in 
the ecosystem.  It’s going to take a lot of stewardship to 
keep the fishery self-sustaining”

Can-Am 
Collaboration 
on the St. 
Lawrence 
River

The upper St. 
Lawrence River has two 
muskie communities 
that are becoming 
friends and allies. 
Muskies, Inc. New 
York Chapter 69 now 
has 60 members and 
covers all of New York 
State including the St. 
Lawrence area. Muskies Canada’s Gananoque & 1000 
Islands Chapter has 49 members and is focused on the 
1000 Islands area of the great river. 

Every year the Gananoque Chapter holds an outing 
on the St. Lawrence that attracts muskie addicts from 
all over eastern Canada.  More Chapter 69 members are 
participating each year. 

On September 17, 2016 Muskies Canada and Muskies, 
Inc. organized a Can-Am Fishing Day on both sides of 
the border centered in the area around Clayton, NY and 
Gananoque, ON.  TIBS is the field station for biological 
research of the Environmental Science and Forestry 
program of the State University of New York.  Dr. John 
Farrell oversees TIBS and invited everyone on a tour of 
the lab and facility after lunch on the day of the event. 

One of the challenges with this event was the border.  
Increased security for border crossings is a worry for 

fishermen on both sides of the border. We decided to 
use this event as a learning workshop to practice border-
crossing protocol, particularly for Canadian anglers 
coming over to Clayton for lunch.  Foul weather caused 
a change in plans, so some members of Muskies Canada 
drove across the 1000 Islands Bridge to join in the pre-
tour luncheon.

The TIBS tour was an enormous success. We were 
given a tour of the lab and facilities plus a great overview 
of the upper St. Lawrence ecosystem.  Drs. Farrell and 
Leblanc spent the afternoon explaining many of the 
research activities of the past 20 years that have been 
conducted by TIBS staff and students.   Important 
information was shared and we think all of the muskie 
anglers present were more interested in learning about 
the science rather than rushing back to their boats to 
fish, that says a lot! 

Looking back, this 
Can-Am day turned out 
differently than we‘d 
expected.  Better, much 
better.  What started 
out to be a joint fishing 
day became a joint 
learning day.  This is 
the beginning of much 
closer collaboration 
across the river. Both 
countries share this 
incredible resource.  
Muskies, Inc. and 
Muskies Canada are 
getting together to 

share experiences and appreciate this unique fishery. 
Chapter 69 and the Gananoque & 1000 Islands Chapter 
are starting to have members who have joined both 
organizations. 

Both countries and many key stakeholders are 
working together on shared stewardship of this 
fragile ecosystem. Ontario and New York are working 
together with experts from the science community to 
share information to better manage muskie and pike 
populations. The St. Lawrence River Esocid Working 
Group has met to identify threats and develop plans 
that will help ensure the long-term sustainability of 
muskellunge.

The future of this shared resource will depend upon 
all of us accepting our shared responsibility and being 
vocal advocates.

(Continued on Page 26)

In recent years, Reed or Paul Findlan have had the longest muskies 
released for MC and MI several times.  They are shown here with two of 

the realistic replicas provided by Joe Fittante and Muskies, Inc.



Research Collaboration at the 
Chapter Level

The Gananoque & 1000 Islands Chapter of Muskies 
Canada is a great example of getting involved at the 
local level.  Muskies, Inc. New York Chapter 69 is only 
four years old, but they are already getting involved, 
and learning from, their cross-border allies.

Muskies Canada, as a 100% volunteer organization, 
has no real science or research capacity by itself but 
works with other organizations to provide research 
support.  The Gananoque Chapter has been very active 
in helping to provide sound data on the muskellunge 
population.  Jim Hutchings, Gananoque Chapter 
Chairman is very proud of several projects currently 
under way with various partners.

“The Gananoque chapter has a very close working 
relationship with Dr. John Farrell and TIBS.  John 
played a major role in getting us started in our seining 
project. He came and talked to our chapter in 2004 
about their project on the U.S. side.  In 2005 we 
started our own project.  For twelve years we’ve been 
working with Thousand Islands National Park and the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
look for young-of-the-year muskellunge and identify 
muskellunge nursery habitat.”

“Our chapter works closely with Queen’s University 
on a telemetry project.  We started a project in 2015, 
putting some radio transmitters into northern pike and 
muskellunge. The goal of the project is to try to follow 
these tagged fish to identify more spawning habitat.”

“The River Institute in Cornwall, Ontario is a new 
partner.  We are working with biologist Windle on 
another project to identify nursery habitat.  So far, they 
have found one new nursery site down near Cornwall, 
which is encouraging.  The discouraging thing is that 
some of the nursery sites that the Ontario Ministry 
identified back in the late 1980s and early 1990s don’t 

seem to be producing anymore.”
“From 2005-2008 the VHS virus affected many 

large muskies on the St. Lawrence.  Our muskellunge 
angler logs indicated that the number of hours to catch 
adult muskellunge shot up to about 120 hours per 
fish.  Recently we’re down to about 20 hours, so the 
population has improved.  We have a lot of big fish in 
the river, certainly trophy sized fish.  Even with this 
recovery, I’m still very concerned about the future 
of the fishery.  If we don’t see an increase in natural 
reproduction, the number of adult muskellunge will 
drop significantly over time.” 
Lessons for other Fisheries

Research conducted on the St. Lawrence River 
and the strategies being used to protect this fishery 
is applicable elsewhere.  Dr. Farrell noted, “What we 
have learned at TIBS will help others set up similar 
management and monitoring systems to protect other 
muskie populations.”

Aquatic resources and fisheries across the world 
face many of the same types of threats as the St. 
Lawrence.  Anglers, citizens, scientists, organizations, 
and governments must work together to protect 
spawning sites, critical habitat, and water quality, while 
minimizing the impacts of habitat loss, invasive species, 
disease, over-fishing, and climate change.   

Special thanks to Dr. John Farrell, Dr. J.P. Leblanc, 
Jim Hutchings, and the members of Muskies Canada 
and Muskies, Inc. who participated in the Can-Am 
Fishing Day, the TIBS tour, and the get-togethers which 
preceded these events.   
About the Authors

Peter Levick served as President of Muskies Canada 
throughout 2015 and 2016.  He attended the 2016 Hugh 
C. Becker Muskie Symposium and gave a presentation 
about Muskies Canada during the opening session.  
Starting in January 2017 Peter will serve as Editor of 
the Release Journal, the official publication of Muskies 
Canada.  Peter is also a member of Muskies, Inc. 
Chapter 69. 

Kevin Richards is a Field Editor for MUSKIE 
Magazine and served as our magazine’s Managing 
Editor from 2007 to 2013.  He attended the 2016 Hugh 
C. Becker Muskie Symposium and gave a presentation 
about Muskies, Inc. during the opening session.  Kevin 
is also a member of the Gananoque Chapter of Muskies 
Canada.

Peter and Kevin plan to team up to share other stories 
of mutual interest to the members of Muskies Canada 
and Muskies, Inc.
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A muskie guide boat trolls the beautiful 
waters of the St. Lawrence River.
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Custom Lure Makers of the upper St. Lawrence River
- by Kevin Richards

When I fish new muskie waters I enjoy learning about lure makers who craft custom muskie baits.  This was pretty easy during my trip 
to the St. Lawrence as this group of MI and MC anglers had a good selection from three local craftsmen.  A fourth custom lure that is 
also used successfully in this part of the St. Lawrence is the Hose Bait; you can read more about that lure in the January 2016 issue of 
MUSKIE.

Baker Baits, Zach Baker (Rochester, New York)
Check out www.facebook.com/Baker-Baits and you will learn that Baker Baits started as a hobby.  
“They caught a bunch of muskies, did well in some tournaments, and people starting asking for 
them.  These are handmade cedar musky lures made in the good ole USA!”  The photo shows a 
wonderful selection of these beautiful baits taken from the tackle box of Bob Solley (CH69).  Since 
I took this photo, Bob and his fishing buddy Jim Hutchings (Gananoque Chapter Chairman) have 
landed 47 and 52 inch muskies on these baits.  

“Rip-N-Lips” Muskie Extravanza
We offer some of the best trophy muskie waters on

Lake of the Woods – Stevens, Stony and
Sabaskong Bay

                • Remote Island Camp (boat-in)
                • All-inclusive American Plan • Housekeeping cabins
• Free guided tour with map of muskie hotspots
• Professional guide with 21 years lake experience
• Specializing in personal serviceWrite or Phone:

   1-807-484-2930
   U.S. residents call Toll-Free 1-866-894-0674
   Box 126, Nestor Falls, Ontario P0X1K0
   e-mail: info@youngswildernesscamp.com

www.youngswildernesscamp.com

We will donate
5% of your fishingpackage to the muskieclub of your choice!

Ask for details

Special thanks to these 
members and supporters 
for their recent donations 

to Muskies, Inc.
•	 Ridhcard Burrows
•	 Richard Olenoski
•	 Terry Uhlenbrauck
•	 Greg Keegan
•	 Tom Agnew
•	 Robert (Chapter 69)
•	 Carl Rosenstein
•	 Chapter 21 - North Metro
•	 Chapter 50 - Penn-Jersey
•	 Chapter 19 - Ohio
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Fred Bowen Baits, Fred Bowen (Foxboro, ON)
Currently Fred Bowen only makes a limited number of 
his handmade wooden baits.  They are durable, run true, 
and have high quality paints jobs.  I took this photo of 
these two baits on the gunnel of my boat.  My first-ever 
St. Lawrence muskie came on the pattern on the right.  
Fred is working on a new design, but he has a lot of 
irons in the fire.  Fred is a member of the muskie vid-
eography team known as The Musky Boys.  The best 
way to learn more about Fred is to check these guys out 

on YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/TheMuskyboys

Mr. Toothy, Jim Reynolds, (Webster, NY)
Jim Reynolds loves to make wooden baits and he makes a wide range of styles.  
Jim makes original designs plus his own interpretations of some old favorites and 
classics from the past.  The largest shown here is 19 inches; the second largest is 
his 16-inch Swizz.  You can find some information about Mr. Toothy baits on the 
Internet, but the best way to get more information is the old fashioned way, call 
Jim.  You will enjoy talking to him.  Phone: 585-670-0422



A Compilation of Muskie Fishing Stories from the Mountain State
Jim Wetzel, Author

In 1974, Jim Wetzel, a fisherman, settled in West Virginia. While fishing Elk River, he meets two anglers, 
Ball Hat and Smiley, who surprise him with a token of continuing friendship. While fishing this same 
river, Jim befriends an old man named Delbert. The old man passes on his discerning wisdom of nature’s 
hidden language that Jim might know the soul and song of nature, the river, and its people. Over the years, 
Jim built relationships with many people, on and off the river. This book is a remembrance of those days 
gone.
As the title implies, this book is a compilation of stories, fifty of them to be exact.  While most of the 
stories revolve around the author’s experiences in West Virginia, there are stories and lessons that will 
hit home no matter where you fish.  Two examples.  Pothole Fishing provides an interesting twist, and 
tips, for fishing thick weed beds on Canadian Shield lakes, 
like Eagle.  “Lunge Law” is a fun story which reminds the 
reader of the predictable unpredictability of muskie fishing, 
such as, “When a muskie hunter least expects a visit from 
a big muskie, that is exactly when the fish will make its 
appearance at boat side”.
Some of the other interesting stories include titles such as 
The Child Within Us, Crane Baits, and West Virginia’s 
Muskie Fishery – An Overview.
Jim, a long-time member of Muskies, Inc. included a two-
page acknowledgement section at the start of his book.  
Most muskie anglers will recognize a number of the names 
he mentions.  The last paragraph really caught my attention, 
“To Tony and Janet Burmek, Larry Ramsell, Spence Petros, 
Skip Johnson, John McCoy, Andy Hansroths, and Muskies, 
Inc. for your encouragement and support over the years.”  
You see, he thanked all of us . . . enjoy reading this book!  
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Chapter News and Views
ATTENTION

CHAPTER
 CONTACTS:
Please make sure

your chapter address
and phone number

is correct on this page
AND on the M.I. website.  

Whenever you update 
 chapter  information on

the website, please send an 
email to the Editor so we can 

keep this page current.  Thanks!

Issue Deadline Date
March/April January 20th

May/June March 20th
July/August May 20th

September/October July 20th
November/December September 20th

(2018) January/February November 20th

2017 MUSKIE Deadlines

No. Chapter - President Name: Contact Information
01..... Twin Cities - Eric Schultz: 615-353-3769
02..... Fargo-Moorhead - Ted Scharl: 701-237-4801
03..... Chicagoland Muskie Hunters - Greg Denny: 847-331-0400 // gdenny@emt.com
04..... Titletown/Packerland - Ilea Cornelius: 920-562-5244 // corneliamuskie@gmail.com
05..... Pomme De Terre - George Donner: 816-678-1623 // george@missourimuskies.org
06..... First Wisconsin - John Imm: 715-839-7089 // info@firstwimuskiesinc.org
07..... South Side Muskie Hawks - __________ : 773-617-9685
08..... Capital City - Winston Hopkins: 608-577-3184 // Winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
09..... West Virginia -  Jim Moore : 740-667-3571 // jfmoor@windstream.net
10..... Heartland - Ryan Wilcke: 641-430-6961 // rlwilcke@gmail.com
11..... Mississippi Valley - Sonny Stephens: 309-797-1803 // MIMV11@aol.com
12..... Headwaters - Bill Jacobs: 715-891-5574 // promusky@live.com
13..... Hayward Lakes -   __________ : 715-634-4543
14..... South of the Border - __________ : 815-385-9026
15..... Star of the North - Gary Rutherford: 218-259-9970
16..... Three Rivers - (VP) Joseph K Houck: 724-667-8254 // muskyjoe@iwon.com
17..... Quad County - Duane landmeier: 815-695-1494 // dlandmeier@frontier.com
18..... Hopedale - __________ : 740-733-8144
19..... Akron-Canton Muskie Maniacs - Bob McCloud: 330-221-7617 // rmccloud@neo.rr.com
20..... Between the Lakes - Greg Wells: 920-602-1419 // wellsg@charter.net
21..... North Metro - __________ : 612-916-7426  // President@nmmuskies.com
22..... New Jersey - __________ : 908-319-2205
23..... Cleveland - __________ : 330-219-7964
24..... Brainerd Lakes - Jim Kath: 218-821-3669
26..... Central Wisconsin - Art Klimpke: 715-748-4874
28..... Shawnee Muskie Hunters - Jim Beaty: 618-971-7806 // jbeaty@certapro.com
29..... Upper Great Plains -  __________ : 712-362-2501
30..... God’s Country - Mike Weidemann : 608-792-7722 // Muskie313@aol.com
31..... Penn-Ohio -  __________ : 724-932-5815
32..... Flatlanders - Dick Cholke: 815-222-1062 // cholke@mchsi.com
33..... Lake Superior - Keith Okeson: 218-273-6389 // green@lcp2.net
35..... Milwaukee - Craig Ader: 262-250-6444 // muskyader@hotmail.com
37..... St. Cloud - Bruce Kitowski: 320-290-7101 // esoxmaster@charter.net
38..... Alexandria-Vikingland - Katee Campion: 320-293-7910 // campz22@aol.com
39..... Fox River Valley - Rich Gallagher: 847-741-9771 // rg3232@aol.com
41..... Central Ohio - Bob Sisson: 614-207-1018 // BobSisson919@gmail.com
42..... Hoosier Muskie Hunters - __________ : 317-372-0111 // muskieclassic@yahoo.com
44..... Colorado - Will Dykstra: 303-263-3783 // willdykstratlo@gmail.com
46..... Bemidji/Cass Lake - Chris Thury: 612-590-9785 // cthury@midco.net
47..... Michigan Muskie Alliance - Will Schultz: 616-447-1688 // w.schultz@comcast.net
49..... Webster Lake Musky Club - Bill Kopp: 219-230-6075 // wkkopp@gmail.com
50..... Penn-Jersey - Tom Sabia: 610-585-1038 // bushwacker542@comcast.net
52..... Daniel Boone - Chris Haley: 606-759-7610 // chaley1@windstream.net
53..... Huskerland Muskie Hunters - Tom Boldy: 402-498-8959 // woo1@cox.net
54..... Southern Crossroads - __________ : 507-455-1644
56..... SW Ohio Muskie Assoc. - Scott Shampton: 937-833-1833 // kbd.jarrod@gmail.com
57..... NW TIGER PAC - Brett Olson: 253-833-1725 // nwmuskie@comcast.net
58..... Lake St. Clair Muskies, Inc. - Charles legarski: 586-873-9154 // cklegarski@comcast.net
59..... New Mexico Muskies, Inc. - Allen Witt: 505-264-2999 // wittallen89@gmail.com
60..... Mountain Muskies - Douglas Wood: 509-263-7235 // douglaswood@comcast.net
61..... Northwoods Chapter - Pete Stoltman: 715-356-9758 // pstoltman@northwoodsmuskies.com
62..... Wausau Area Chapter - __________ : 715-297-7573
63..... South Central West Virginia - Jake Flint : 304-364-8878 // muskymessiahlures@yahoo.com
64..... Nittany Valley Musky Alliance - Patrick Krumenacker: 814-421-6502 // nvmainc@gmail.com
65..... Mountain West Muskie - Kim Wagner: 801-540-5602 // akak2@comcast.net 
69..... New York Muskies - James Reynolds: 585-670-0422 
90..... Prairieland Muskies -__________ : 507-381-5439

Ch  pter 

2017
 nnouncementsA

I updated all chapter information 
shown on the right. I am still 

missing a bit of information (as you 
can see). Please email me with the 

missing information. 

If you have a special event that you 
would like listed in this section, 

please send an email to Amy 
(managingeditor@muskiesinc.org) 
five days before the deadline dates, 

which are listed below.
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Happy New Year! This tends to be the busiest time of the year for our 
Chapter. Right now, we’re getting ready to run a booth at the Chicago 
Muskie Expo on January 6th to the 8th at a new and perfectly suited loca-
tion: Pheasant Run in St. Charles. If you’re at the Expo, be sure to stop 
by and say hello.

We’re also getting ready for our biggest fundraiser of the year: the 
Indoor Fishing Flea Market (IFFM) on Saturday, March 4th at Rolling 
Meadows High School. This will be the 18th year for the IFFM, and it will 
be something that no angler in the Chicago area should miss. There will be 
all sorts of fishing gear, collectibles, closeouts, overstocks, antiques and 
used fishing tackle, and boat and marine merchandise up for sale. There’s 
bound to be plenty of deals and rare finds. Even if you’re not in the market 
to buy anything, it’s just great fun swapping stories with fellow anglers. 
Zach Arnold always does a great job coordinating the IFFM. We’ll also be 
announcing the winners of our 2017 Fundraiser Raffle at the conclusion 
of the IFFM.

Speaking of the 2017 Fundraiser Raffle, we’re finalizing our prize list 
for this year’s drawing. Joe Fabian has been doing great work putting the 
prizes together. We’ll have a bunch of great items that anyone would love 
to win, even if they’re not a Muskie angler, including a Yeti Cooler and 
$500 Cabela’s Gift Card. You can purchase tickets for the raffle at any of 
our upcoming meetings, the Muskie Expo, the IFFM, or by contacting any 
of our Chapter’s members.

We had our last Chap-
ter Outing of the season 
on Lake Vermilion back 
in September. It was an 
extremely tough bite, and 
only three fish were boated 
by the seven anglers who 
attended (photo on right). 
As predicted, one member 
did land a new PB; con-
gratulations to John Wall. 
Fittingly, Outings Director 
Bob Bronke took home the Outing Trophy. Even with the tough bite, ev-
eryone in attendance had a great time, and any time you’re on the Big V, 
you’re in the game for landing a truly memorable fish.

Let’s hope the New Year is every bit as good as the past year.
You can keep up with all our Chapter activities by following us on 

facebook/chicagolandmuskiehunters.
Keep on chuckin’.

- Frank Loye

The Capital City Chapter of Muskies, Inc., in cooperation with the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources, has been engaged in a muskie 
stocking study for the last 10 years. The purpose is to compare the growth 
and survival rates of Wisconsin strain muskies to Leech Lake strain 
muskies. Each year, there are approximately 500 Wisconsin strain finger-
lings and 500 Leech Lake strain fingerling that have been implanted with 
Passive Integrated Transponders (PIT tags) before being stocked in Lake 
Monona in Madison, Wisconsin. The PIT tags identify each individual 
fish by use of a number. When netted by the DNR or caught by selected 
anglers, fish can be scanned with an electronic wand to identify each fish, 
allowing data on growth rate and longevity to be collected. We have been 
steadily getting more and more “hits” during both the spring netting by the 

DNR and by angler catch rates. While we do not have enough data to com-
pare the two species, we have come to the conclusion that size at stocking 
can be a major factor for survival for both species. The club has subse-
quently responded to this finding by paying more money to the Minnesota 
fish farm for assurances that the Leech Lake fingerlings will be larger. 
The club will stock these larger fingerlings by the end of November 2016.

The Club held our annual “PIT-TAG challunge” on September 24th, 
2016, on Lake Monona. The outing‘s goal was to catch as many muskies 
with pit-tags as possible to help bolster the data in the CCMI Leech Lake 
vs Wisconsin strain study. The day was mostly cloudy and dark, but the 
sun came out late in the afternoon. There were 43 anglers; seven were 
from the Flatlanders club in Rockford, Illinois. There were eight muskies 
caught and four had pit-tags. 

The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place for the largest fish and the pit-tag awards 
were as follows: 1st place went to Dean Winger with a 47 inch muskie; 
2nd place went to Matt Hill with a 40 inch muskie; 3rd place went to Alex 
Southworth 40 inch muskie. Alex is a 12 year old and this was his first 
muskie.

The pit-tag fish caught were by Matt Hill (40-inch Leech Lake fish 
stocked in October 2009 at 11.1 inches), Alex Southworth (40 inch fish 
tagged by the DNR in the 2016 spring fyke netting), Matt Hill (35 inch 
Leech Lake fish stocked in November 2012 at 10.4 inches), and Wayne 
Hopkins (32.5 inch Wisconsin Strain fish stocked in September 2013 at 
10.5 inches). An additional challenge was started between the Flatlanders 
and CCMI members with the losing club providing four lures to the win-
ning club. Since no fish were caught by the Flatlanders, CCMI won the 
challenge this year. After fishing, the participants were treated to a brat 
and hamburger picnic at Olbrich Park. The outing was organized by board 
member Gary Hoffman, with assistance from several club members, in-
cluding Fred Schulze (did the grilling), Karen Phillips, Winston Hopkins, 
and Steve Reinstra. The 2017 date is set for Saturday, September 23rd. 
We encourage all muskie fisherman (members and nonmembers) to par-
ticipate in this very fun and important event. Our thanks go out to Gary 
Hoffman for organizing this popular and fun event.

The most popular out-of-town event held by Capital City Chapter of 
Muskies, Inc. was the Vilas County Outing, which was a huge success. 
Dale and Colette Anderson coordinated the outing, which was held on 
October 7th and 8th, 2016, at Fibber’s Inn and Resort in St. Germain, 
Wisconsin. We had some nice muskies caught again this year; a total of 16 
fish were caught by 13 anglers (Charlie Johnson boated three muskies and 
Hunter Anderson boated two muskies).

Our 2016 Vilas County Outing winners were: First Place - Steve Re-
instra with a 44.25 incher; second place - Charlie Johnson with a 42.5 
incher; third place – tie with both Dave Korfmacher and Aaron Jackson 
boating 41 inchers; smallest muskie - Karen Phillips takes the honor with 
a 24 incher.

We were super excited that our headlining Musky Crooner, Geoff Cran-
dall, was able to perform for us this year. For those of you who have been 
with us over the years, you know how Geoff inspires us with his incredible 
live performances, and we certainly hope Geoff will be able to join us in 
2017 to serenade our outing participants! We extend our heartfelt thanks 
and sincere appreciation to Rob and Kaye Manthei, who hosted the event. 

Mark your calendars! The 2017 Vilas County Outing will be held on 
October 13th through 14th, 2017! Details will be provided in early 2017. 
Again, thanks to all of you for making this outing such a “FUN-tastic” 
time!

Larry Mann and Wendy Williamson of the Hayward Fly Shop were our 
November monthly speakers. They spoke on catching muskies on the fly. 
Their presentation was a huge success and prompted several group mem-
bers to consider the challenge of catching muskies using fly gear. Larry 
and Wendy have indicated a willingness to assist anyone in the process of 
learning to fish for muskies using fly gear.

As the season winds down, we have arranged for several well-known 
speakers to keep your muskie juices flowing. In December, we have guide 
Ryan McMahon of Minnesota, who will give us up to date information 

Vermilion outing Group Photo.

Chicagoland Muskie Hunters
President – Greg Denny

www.facebook.com/chicagolandmuskiehunters
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM, 

Giuseppe’s la Cantina Pizzeria @ 1062 lee Street in Des Plaines
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Capital City
President - Winston Hopkins

608-577-3184 // Winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org

Meets 2nd Monday at the 5100 Bar, 5100 Erling Ave., McFarland, WI.
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(Continued on page 32)

on fishing Minnesota Waters for big fish. In January, an old friend, Gregg 
Thomas, will join us for an evening of fun and information. In February, 
we have our Annual Awards Ceremony. Join us for the annual review of 
the year and to find out who wins the clubs’ “Oscars” of muskie fishing 
for 2016. In March, we will again host our annual muskie school. The 
school will offer a wide range of scholastic courses that will improve your 
muskie fishing I.Q. Please see our website for more details and to sign up 
for your favorite classes.

We look forward to those meetings and invite you to attend. Our meet-
ings start at 7:00 p.m. and are held on the second Monday of the month at 
the 5100 Bar at 5100 Erling Avenue, McFarland, WI. We look forward to 
seeing you. For information on all of our meetings and events, please visit 
our website at www.capitalcitymuskiesinc.org. 

- Winston Hopkins

Happy Holidays and Greeting from Heartland Chapter 10. We don’t 
have much to say, but please check out the new rules and regulations 
on the 17th Annual Stan Harrison Memorial Musky Tournament. Dates, 
times, NEW rules, and NEW regulations are listed in the entry form on 
our website. Pre-registration is encouraged as the number of entrants has 
been capped. We are actively pursuing our sponsors to help support this 
GREAT event and Muskies, Inc. We look  forward to seeing everyone at 
the tournament again and hope that this holiday season is filled with great 
joy and peace brought to your family and friends. From everyone here at 
Chapter, merry Christmas and have a happy New Year!

- Scott Pingel

Our November meeting was a business meeting where we reviewed 
the tournament results and discussed possible changes for next year. This 
year’s tournament was successful in terms of number of participants (424), 
number of fish caught (66), and also the revenue generated for the club. 
We elected our officers for 2017. Mike Persson will again be president, 
Emmett Brown will be vice president, Mike Outcalt will be our treasurer, 
and Tom Kersten and Ivan Uttech will share secretarial duties.

The following club members have reported fish in our members con-
test as of November 23: Women - Claudette Kersten, 13 fish, 142 points; 
Vicki Shumway, 11 fish, 131 points;  and Brenda Dettloff, six fish, 84 
points. Men - Emmett Brown, 19 fish, 203 points; Tom Kersten, 20 fish, 
196 points; Al McElroy, 12 fish, 186 points; Carl Langham, 12 fish, 174 
points, including a 54 inch from Vermillion; Ken Vesel, nine fish, 102 
points; Kris Gottwald, six fish, 75 points; Jack Ketelhut, seven fish, 72 
points; Caiden Ramsell, five fish, 66 points, including a 57 inch from 
Vermillion; Ernie Thieding, four fish, 56 points; Allen Hoeft, three fish, 
44 points; Tom Turner, three fish, 36 points; Steve Truver, three fish, 34 
points; William Kregal, two fish, 20 points; Bob Oliai, one fish, 19 points; 
and Bob Reinert, one fish, nine points. Masters - Larry Ramsell, 13 fish, 
212 points; Mike Persson, 13 fish, 162 points; and John Dettloff, 
seven fish, 73 points.

Our January 2017 meeting will be on Tuesday the 3rd at 7 p.m. 
at our new location: the Gridiron Bar and Grill on Main Street 
in Hayward. At this meeting, we will set our budget for 2017, 
discuss possible projects to fund, plan our calendar of events, and 
other business matters. For more information, check our website: 
www.muskiesinc-hayward.org

- Good Fishing, Mike Persson

 
The suspense has probably been killing you these last two months. You 

have been losing sleep at night wondering if anyone collected the $25 
bounty on Dave White’s head. Well, on October 15, the last tournament of 
the year, the bounty hunter came to Leesville Lake. Herb Moore cashed 
in by catching a 44 inch fish, winning the tournament and beating six time 
tournament winner Dave White. Shyenne Singhaus took second with a 36 
inch fish. Dave failed to get slimed that day, as did the other 28 that signed 
up for the tournament. There were 251 total participants in this year’s out-
ings and 43 fish caught. $1,757 dollars were collected,  which will be used 
for plaques and tournament participant prizes. Tournament Director Sam 
Reichenbach did a fine job once again.

This year’s Awards Banquet has been moved to March 25th to avoid 
the OHMC Banquet. Social hour will begin at 6:00 p.m. at Pine Valley 
Sportsman’s Club. Michael “Pete” Sall will be taking reservations. The 
price will be $17 per person. Reservations must be made and paid for by 
the March meeting. There will be no paying at the door. You can reach Mi-
chael at 740-635-0772. Checks should be made payable to Michael Sall. 
His address is 54460 Brackin Road, Martins Ferry Ohio, 43935.

- Kevin Singhaus, Chapter Vice President

The Muskie Maniacs held their last tournament of the 2016 season at 
Piedmont Lake on October 8th and 9th. We had 27 anglers and 23 fish 
were caught. Chuck Harmon took first place with nine fish. Way to go 
Chuck! His fish ranged from 32 inches up to a 45 inch fish. With his high-
est fish, he won the big fish pool. Guy Bechter took second with two fish, 
one 37 incher and one 41 incher. Chuck Land Sr. tied with Guy, but took 
third with his 37 inch fish and 41 inch fish. Well, it’s fall season and it’s 
time to catch some nice fish before the end of the year. We got our first 
glimpse of snow just before Thanksgiving. Hopefully we can fish up till 
Christmas! 

Our club had our Christmas Party on November 19th at McCall’s Res-
taurant. We want to thank everyone that brought presents to help support 
Pathway Caring for Children. Our gifts will make a lot of kids happy on 
Christmas. Pathway has done a very good job at supporting area youth at 
their facility and we are glad to help them during this Christmas season.

We are looking forward to our area Sports Shows that will be coming 
up in January and February. I know some of us are making our reserva-
tions and saving some money to attend these shows.

- Kevin Proffitt

The Between the Lakes Chapter 20 is 
wrapping up another year. It was a busy 
fall. We held our 11th year of fishing 
league that is run by Rich Kammerer, 
who always does a super job. In Sep-
tember, we held our 13th annual Veter-
ans outing. We had 11 Veterans fishing 
and ended with a great lunch and closing 
ceremony. Lunch was provided by Jamie 
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Martin of Martin Automotive. This 
event was started and run by Jody 
Booth. Our oldest WW11 Veteran 
was club member Gordon Moen 
at 94 years old. He fished with his 
grandson, Kevin Meyer. Gordon 
was featured this month in Musky 
Hunter magazine. Six fish were 
caught.

In October, we had our Turning Leaf trip to Eagle River, WI. The club 
took 11 kids, along with a parent or guardian, up north for a weekend of 
Muskie fishing. This is a totally free trip put on by our club, with the help 
of many sponsors. The club members came up with their boats on Thurs-
day. The kids come up on Friday in a school bus driven by Kathy Fricke, 
one of our members. We stayed at The Wild Eagle Lodge on Duck Lake, 
part of the Eagle Chain. The Lodge did a great job of hosting and prepar-
ing the meals. Saturday night, Roy Kalmerton lead a sharing circle where 
everyone says what the weekend meant to them and shares their experi-
ences. There were a total of 13 muskies caught and a number were lost. 
Suckers were the bait of choice. Kevin Rortvedt was the organizer of the 
whole event. Our major sponsor was the Hugh Becker foundation, which 
we give an wholehearted thank you to. 

In a few weeks, we are having our Christmas Party with dinner and 
prizes. We will also be having our election of officers. The lakes are still 
open, and I see a few hardy souls still chasing fish. I would like to wish 
everyone a merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year. 

- Mike Scholler

All is well with the Brainerd Lakes Chapter as we enter 2017. Reflect-
ing back on all that affected our group over the past year, it was largely a 
year of uncertainty as the future of muskies in our state was being tested, 
both legally and politically. The Minnesota DNR is operating under a 
long-range management plan designed to balance the public interest in 
expanded muskellunge fishing opportunities with interests that oppose 
muskie management and continued stocking. The plan calls for eight new 
waters to be stocked with muskies by 2020. To date, five of those lakes 
have been secured, and I am happy to say that Gull Lake, which is in our 
chapter’s back yard, has been stocked! An initial stocking of 2000 finger-
ling muskies were placed in Gull Lake this past October. As part of the 
ongoing management plan, an additional 2000 will be stocked every other 
year going forward.

This was a huge victory for us as a chapter, albeit not all of the pro-
posed waters in the state were selected due to regional opposition. The 
anti-group will spin this as a victory for them, but many of us feel that 
this event is our legacy as a club, a board, and individuals that worked 
civilly and tirelessly to move the ball across the goal line. Yes, we are 
fully expecting the 2017 legislative session to again renew the political 
opposition, but, for a brief moment, we celebrate this accomplishment. 
For those of you around the state or from outside Minnesota that contacted 
the DNR or specific politicians to show your support, I thank you for your 
time and effort.

I pulled the following from the DNR website: Muskie fishing is one of 
the fastest growing segments of Minnesota sport fishing. Estimates sug-
gest that 16.5 percent of Minnesota’s licensed anglers target muskellunge; 
an additional 60 percent of non-muskie anglers want to try muskie fish-
ing. This statistic needs to be front and center as we plan how we, as a 
chapter and an organization, can increase our membership for 2017. I 
would speculate that many other muskie states have similar interest and 
percentages. I’m no statistician, but 60 percent of a population is a sig-
nificant number, and they have stated that they are receptive to the sport 
we are promoting. I’m no marketing guru either, but that seems to be an 
ideal opportunity for growth if we can effectively monopolize it. It falls on 
us to find that 60 percent of the fishing population and fulfill their wish as 

a means to grow our organization and influence.
As a chapter, we continually look for ways to promote our brand in a 

positive manner throughout the community and expose new people to our 
purpose. Our annual Sportsman’s Banquet is one of the best tools we have 
to reach out to the public and influence their perceptions. Negativity and 
misinformation are rampant and require a great deal more positive infor-
mation to offset their effect. We run a lively and upbeat banquet with a 
great deal of personal interaction as the attendees work their way through 
the various games and prize tables. A slide show runs continually with 
member’s pictures of fish (not just muskies) and fun times from seasons 
past. A members-only prize table allows attendees to sign up if they wish 
and participate in the raffle. The focus of our banquet is not solely on rais-
ing funds for muskies, but on camaraderie and establishing relationships 
which we can build on. Often the next step from the banquet for some 
would be to attend a monthly meeting or a chapter outing as a guest. We 
guide those who are willing down the path of involvement in the club until 
at which point they may choose to be a member. 

For those that have an interest in attending our banquet this year, the 
date has been set for Saturday, March 18th at the Brainerd Armory. Details 
can be found on our website or Facebook page.

See you on the (hard) water,
- Brett Sande, VP Brainerd Lakes Chapter

The Upper Great Plains Chapter 29 
held its 28th Annual Idso Muskie Fest 
on Saturday, September 24th. 23 anglers 
participated in the tournament. Shane 
Akin finished first with a 49 inch muskie 
and a 42 inch muskie. Elliot Smith fin-
ished second with a 38 inch muskie. Con-
gratulations to Shane and Elliot.

The Upper Great Plains Chapter 29 
recognized Leo Kofoot for catching his 
400th lifetime muskie during 2016. In ad-
dition to being a talented muskie angler, 
Leo has been a long-time active member 
of the Upper Great Plains Chapter and has 
served for many years as the regional rep-
resentative to Muskies, Inc. Congratula-
tions to Leo on all of his achievements. 

- Steve Horswell

Chapter 20 Group Photo.
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Shane Akin (left) is congratulated by 
Travis Sweisburger (right) for first 
place in the 2016 Idso Muskie Fest 

tournament.

Elliot Smith (left) is congratulated 
by Travis Sweisberger for second 

place in the 2016 Idso Muskie Fest 
tournament. 

2016 Idso Muskie Fest participants.

Leo Kofoot (center) being 
congratulated by Larry Perry (left) 
and Travis Sweisburger (right) for 

his 400th lifetime muskie.
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The chapter’s outings are completed for the 2016 season with the trip 
to Bone, Deer, Apple and Wapogasset Lakes being the last outing of the 
year. Dick Cholke hit a 42 inch the night before the official outing on 
Bone Lake. On Saturday, Jerry Oesterich produced a 43 inch at 5:00 p.m. 
Becky, not to be outdone by her husband, landed a 45 inch at dark. Jerry 
indicated we needed to hear Becky’s story before we left. Wow – what a 
story! We are going to let Becky tell her account of a very nice fish at the 
banquet – it is worth going to the banquet just to hear the story. One fish 
was lost Sunday on Bone, and Apple did not show any fish on Monday.

At our November meeting, we held the annual election of officers, bean 
bag challenge, and fish stories of the tough fall of 2016. The officers of the 
2016 season were all voted in for another year. A big thanks goes out to 
those who have served in the past and stayed on to grow the chapter next 
year. Consider getting more involved with our chapter. We appreciate new 
ideas, and would appreciate a few more hands to help make the chapter 
operate. We would like to welcome Leo Hauser to the position of Outings 
Chairman. The bean bag challenge did produce a few rounds of excite-
ment. The team of Tim Scruggs and Dick Cholke took home the first place 
honors. During our member fishing update, we concluded that everyone 
has been having one of the toughest fishing falls in many years. Hopefully 
the cold weather will produce good fish at the end of the season.

The December meeting will be our annual lure exchange and Christmas 
party. This meeting is a week early due to the holidays: December 15th. 
We will also discuss some changes to the chapter for the new season. 
These will be important decisions for the growth of the chapter. Please 
make every effort to attend and vote on the direction of the chapter.

We are heading into the Chicago Muskie Expo on Saturday, January 
7th, 2017. The traditional breakfast at Cracker Barrel will start the day off 
at 7:00 a.m. Check out our website for a further list of events and outings.

Many Flatlanders will still be on the water until ice up, looking for that 
one big one to top off a great year. Remember to be safe and use common 
sense. Quick exposures to cold water this time of year are more than just 
refreshing.

We welcome new members and hope anyone interested in the Flatland-
ers Chapter will join us for some of these great events.

Get on the water and get on the board – again.
- Dick Cholke

The first thing that I want to mention in this issue is in regards to vol-
unteering at the Milwaukee Muskie Expo. Every year, a small group of 
hard-working guys help put up and tend to our Chapter’s booth at the 
show. Let’s give some of these guys a little bit of relief by volunteering to 
take a shift at the booth. Contact Brian Mirek (brimirek@gmail.com) with 
any interest in helping out. Any and all help is appreciated!

On Friday, September 23rd, The Milwaukee Chapter of Muskies, Inc. 
once again teamed up with The Muskellunge Club of Wisconsin to stock 
150 fish in both Pewaukee Lake and Lac LaBelle. In addition, MCMI also 
stocked 175 muskies in the Fox River in Racine County (Bridge Road), 
and 142 muskies in the Fox River in Kenosha County (CTH JB). The 
Racine and Kenosha stockings were funded via matching CCA (County 
Conservation Aid) Grants. A special thanks goes out to Dave Dawson for 
doing all the legwork when it came to applying for these grants.

The Milwaukee Chapter of Muskies, Inc. held their annual elections 
on Tuesday, November 15th for board positions in the 2017 year. Brian 
Mirek will serve as our new President, and Craig Ader will serve as our 

Vice President. Nancy Hinkforth will continue to be our Treasurer, and 
Geoff Verges will be taking over as Regional VP. Congratulations to those 
of you that have been elected! I want to thank all of you who have vol-
unteered your time in the past for this club, and all of you who are now 
volunteering your time for the club. Serving on the board is a large time 
commitment, and we should all be very grateful for the terrific individuals 
who have donated time and effort for the good of the club and all of its 
members.

Upcoming events include:
February 10th, 11th, and 12th:   Milwaukee Muskie Expo: Contact 
Brian Mirek (brimirek@gmail.com) with any interest in volunteering 
at the Expo!
General Meetings:
January 24th:   Ryan Grant - Green Bay Musky/Walleye
February 28th:   Jeff Van Remortel - Northeast Wisconsin Muskies
March 28th:   Members Contest
April 25th:   Joel Walczyk (of Dave’s Legacy Guide Service) - Pewau-
kee Muskies

- Ben Sieren

I think it goes without mentioning, but last fall, everyone in the St. 
Cloud Chapter that could be on the water, was! We had a remarkable au-
tumn and the weather was gorgeous, keeping all of us busy. Maybe too 
gorgeous, but it came to an abrupt halt mid-November when Minnesota 
was hit with winter storm Argos. Lakes froze and frost set in in a matter 
of days. Many made it out hunting, but it was evident that landing that fall 
giant was top priority.

Pete Maina! That’s right, join us this February 15th, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Waite Park American Legion for the legend himself, and a night 
of education and great entertainment! Admission is free, and there will 
be raffles for some custom rods and lures. You will not want to miss this 
presentation. 

October’s meeting was appropriately timed with a trolling seminar put 
on by the popular big water, big bait, and cold weather loving, Brett Er-
ickson. Brett favors Canadian waters, is a past tournament winner, lure 
designer, promoter, speaker, and product tester for many companies. He 
currently works at Supernatural Big Baits. Fishing is this guy’s entire life. 
A lot of folks don’t choose trolling as their number one go to technique for 
muskies, but almost everyone does it at one point or another. Brett took 
out the guess work and laid down the proper way to land a giant while 
trolling that favorite lure. It wasn’t Brett’s first time as our speaker, but he 
comes well versed on a hot new topic and gets us motivated. Thank you 
so much, Brett!

In November, professional guide with Apex Predator Guide Service, 
Andy Hutter lead us on the topic of late fall fishing. Andy guides metro 
(Minneapolis area) lakes, with Lake Minnetonka being his home water. 
He really gave us some valuable advice on handling very pressured wa-
ters, approaching certain structures, unique lure mods, and endless tech-
niques for not only late season, but for successful tournament angling as 
well. One thing I found particularly interesting was what he had to say 
about how zebra mussels changed a lake and the importance of minimiz-
ing the spread of these invasives. Andy is no stranger to big fish and a true 
master at the late fall game. What a great speaker to kick off our final days 
of the season! Thank you, Andy. 

Make sure to stock up on everything you need and don’t need at an expo 
in your area! We hope to see you there, at a meeting or on the water. Teach 
those young ones all about fishing, be safe, and God Bless. 

- Eric Poissant
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Happy New Year to all of you. Don’t let this “short stretch” of cold 
weather dampen your spirits. Please join us on Wednesday, January 4th 
when Tony Grant & Gregg Thomas will be talking “Muskie Fishing 
through the Seasons!” Tony and Gregg will both cover a broad range of 
topics, including spring fishing in Kentucky using casting, trolling, and 
jigging techniques; summertime fishing in Wisconsin and Lake St. Clair; 
fall trolling on southern Kentucky lakes; and late fall live bait fishing in 
northern Minnesota! Tony is the owner/operator of Tony Grant Outdoors, 
has been chasing muskies for over 20 years, and spends nearly 275 days 
on the water a year. He gives dozens of enlightening seminars each year 
and happens to make the “Rattlin Shad” and the “Fat Belly Rattler” crank-
baits. Gregg owns and operates Battle the Beast Guide Service. He has 
been catching HUGE muskies all over Kentucky, Minnesota, and Michi-
gan the last several years. Many FRV members have caught their personal 
bests while fishing with either of these guys! There’s a lot of combined 
experience and a broad range of waters to be covered in this presenta-
tion, so grab a friend and don’t miss this great meeting to kick off your 
2017 muskie fishing season! Admission is $10.00 per person at the door. 
A buffet dinner runs from 6:00 p.m. through 7:00 p.m. and the meal cost 
is $16.00 per person. Our meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. The Schaumburg 
Golf Club is located at 401 N. Roselle Road in Schaumburg, Illinois. All 
meetings are open to the public!

Coming off the heels of the FRV meeting, many of you may be spend-
ing one or more days at the Chicago Muskie Expo on January 6th, 7th, or 
8th. In case you haven’t heard, the show will be held at the Pheasant Run 
Resort in St. Charles this year. It’s the first time at this venue, and there’s a 
lot of excitement about the location. Fox River Valley always has a booth 
at the show, so stop by and visit when you’re there. If you have free time, 
we’re always looking for volunteers to help work the booth as well. Check 
the FRV website for booth time slot details.

At our next general chapter meeting on February 8th, we’re showcasing 
Northern Minnesota guide and Thorne Bros staffer Luke Ronnestrand as 
our speaker. Luke covers many waters in the northern end of the state, but 
spends most of his time putting clients on trophy fish on Lake Vermillion. 
This should be another great learning opportunity for all in attendance. 
Looking even further ahead, we’re holding our 2016 Awards/2017 An-
nual Fundraiser Banquet on Saturday, March 11th. Flyers with more in-
formation on our biggest event will be in the mail sometime in January 
or February.

As always, the best way for you to stay current with all FRV activities 
and plans for 2017 is to check out our Facebook page, follow us on Twitter 
or Instagram, or visit our website at www.frvmuskie.com.

Regards,
- Mark Lamont

Here we are, November, almost Thanksgiving, and the 2016 season is 
all but spent in Central Ohio. There may be a chance or two to get out 
before the ice starts to form on Alum Creek, but those opportunities are 
fading fast. There are a few hardy souls I know that are still trying to 
squeeze in a last fish or two, and I will be getting out at least once more 
myself if I have anything to say about it. It’s always a hard thing to accept, 
at this point in our muskie season, that winter will be here again, and it is 
time to put the boat up for the coming cold months. You take those warm 
days of summer for granted, thinking there is all the time in the world to 
go fishing, and then suddenly it’s gone. Now there’s nothing to do but 
dream of next spring while cleaning all that equipment that got so filthy 
over the past six months or looking through photos and videos you took. 

How did it all go so fast? Hopefully you acquired a good collection of fish 
stories to tell around the fireplace over a cup of hot chocolate, or perhaps 
something a little stiffer.

At the November meeting, we enjoyed a great presentation by Doug 
Dible about his weeks spent at Eagle Lake Lodge fishing and guiding 
other fishermen in that far north destination. Doug had a chance to “live 
the dream” that all of us muskie fanatics have of several weeks of solid 
fishing in a newly renovated facility, with accommodations, travel, and 
food and drink paid for by the owners! It doesn’t really get much better 
than that. He had a few choice stories of his experiences while guiding 
other fellows, some knowledgeable about muskies and some not so much. 
He also gave us tips on where to go and what to expect on that compli-
cated body of water should we ever get to travel there for our own dream 
trip. It sounded like a fabulous place to visit!

Afterward, we had our yearly elections for club officers, with Bill Kulju 
accepting the position of Treasurer for our departing Brian Culbertson, 
and Daryl Boggs taking over the tournament director spot. Two important 
jobs that needed filling, and many thanks to them for stepping up to the 
challenge.

The October meeting was our annual lure swap where members can 
trade and deal for lures and equipment. The turnout was sparse, but 
enough to insure a little horse-trading would take place.

Our tee shirt shop has some new designs with our newly refurbished 
club logo on several styles of apparel; you can choose from a dozen or 
more colors. There’s also a Christmas ornament and a coffee mug avail-
able sporting the logo. Check it out! You don’t have to be a member to 
shop there, just visit shop.spreadshirt.com/COMI41, and the profits from 
your purchases will help our minnow fund project feed the stocking pro-
gram here in Ohio. We also recently came out with a club sticker from 
Sticker Mule as a nice little novelty item.

That’s all from us here in the Buckeye state for 2016! Hope your season 
was all you hoped it would be, but if not, there’s always next year!

- Dan Colins

Walnuts are dropping on my roof from the 
trees above reminding me fall is here (with 
winter soon to follow), and it’s time to submit 
the year-end report for Chapter 47. Chapter 
47 is the Michigan Muskie Alliance (MMA), 
a state-wide chapter of Muskies, Inc., serving 
members throughout Michigan and nearby 
states.

As in the past, the year started with our 
main fundraising event: the MMA banquet 
held early March near Lansing. Speakers from 
the DNR gave updates on the highly success-
ful transition to stocking Great-Lakes strain 
muskie in inland lakes. At the moment, the 
eggs are being obtained from Detroit River 
fish (Fig. 1). The MMA uses our banquet and 
other proceeds to help the DNR raise hatch-
ery fingerlings to stockable size, as well as 
maintaining the Wolf Lake hatchery facilities. 
Members also participate in the fall with the 
harvest and stocking of fish. This should prove 
to be a record year with over 26,000 finger-
lings planted. 

The 2016 inland season started off on a 
good note with a 55 inch spotted muskie 
caught in May by Samantha Gerou who was 
fishing with fellow member Nick Day on the 
Elk Lake chain (Fig. 2). The fish qualified as 
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(Continued on page 36)

the May lunker of the month. It is a native Great-Lakes strain fish from a 
landlocked chain of lakes in the northern lower peninsula (one of which 
a few years ago yielded the modern day world record muskie). Our other 
major fundraiser, the Bruce Memorial tournament, was moved to an ear-
lier date (from October to May), and this also proved a good choice as 
attendance (Fig.3) was up, and several nice fish were caught, including the 
winning 47.5-inch fish by member Ryan Adams (Fig.4). Like elsewhere, 
the summer proved unusually hot and inland fishing was limited due to 
warm water conditions. Hopefully our members can make up for any lost 
fishing time this fall; that typically is big fish time.

The MMA banquet this year will be held Saturday, March 4th, 2017, 
at Hawk Hollow golf club, Bath, Michigan. Many custom lures and other 
gear, etc., will be in the silent and live auctions with a nice dinner served. 
We invite all MInc. members to join us and help support our fishery. Like-
wise, the Bruce Memorial tournament will be held May 20th at Thor-
napple Lake near Grand Rapids. Details on these and other MMA outings 
and activities can be found in the Events section at the Forum area on our 
website - www.michiganmuskiealliance.org.

We wish all of our fellow Muskies, Inc. members all the best for the 
New Year.

- Fred Becchetti, Chapter 47 Secretary

Back in July, this magazine featured an article dedicated to tiger 
muskies. The article focused on the fish itself, rather than the folks who 
target these magnificent creatures. As a follow up, I wrote an article about 
one specific individual who has raised the bar in the tiger muskie world to 
a new level. It is still uncertain if that article will be printed and as there is 
not much to report on right now, I’ve decided to share that article with you 
here. The headline of the article is: TIGER TAMER!

First of all, a BIG thank you to Vince Deadmond, Ace Sommerfeld, and 
Dustin Berg for their wonderful and insightful articles on tiger muskies in 
the July/August edition of MUSKIE. Being from the Pacific Northwest, I 
can’t ever get enough news and information regarding our favorite brand 
of Esox. With only seven lakes in the entire state containing tiger muskies, 
it takes a lot of dedication and perseverance to even go after these beauti-
ful fish, and that brings us to one of, THE best tiger muskie fisherman in 
the United States, Michael Floyd.

If that name sounds familiar, it should. Mike has amassed quite an im-
pressive list of successes in the tiger muskie world. Washington State is 
divided into two prominent temporal zones as a result of the formation of 
the majestic Cascade mountain range. Travel to and from the West side to 
the East and vice-versa can be an arduous task at best. Only three out of 
the seven lakes in our state are on the West side, making Michael’s accom-
plishments all the more amazing, and to top it off, two of those three lakes 
are more than a two hour drive from his home near Seattle.

Even with the odds stacked against this native Washingtonian, if you 
look at the Hybrid Log in the July/August issue, you will see Mike’s name 
listed in 15 out of the top 21 entries. He is also listed as number nine over-
all in the Men’s Masters Division. Pretty impressive for having only tigers 
to fish for and, effectively, only three lakes to fish for them in. As of March 
of this year, Mike has CPR’d over 452 Tiger Muskies in the last nine 
years. Just a few of Mike’s additional accomplishments include Chapter 
57 Angler of the Year in 2007, and every year from 2009 through 2014. He 
is a 12 time tournament champion and a pro-staffer for several local and 
national tackle manufacturers. Mike often fishes with his son Jonathan, 
who, following in dad’s footsteps, has also become a very talented fisher-
man who just loves to see dear old dad be the net man once in awhile. 
They both love catching tigers on the exquisite bucktails that Mike ties 
himself. Glance through the hybrid log and you will see just how remark-
able these lures are. Always eager to share his vast knowledge with others, 
Mike Floyd has many times been seen offering a back seat in his boat to a 
new member or to someone without a boat. He has been a featured guest 

on one of our local radio talk shows and gives one of the most popular live 
seminars every year at our state’s premier annual sportsmen’s show. Mike 
is also our current chapter President, and we are all so very proud of him, 
his accomplishments, and his leadership abilities. 

So, if you ever decide to venture out to the Evergreen State in search 
of one of our gorgeous Tiger Muskies, keep a very sharp look out. If you 
see a silver aluminum Skeeter go by, you might want to watch where it’s 
going because it’s probably Michael Floyd, and he’s no doubt on the way 
to another lunker ‘lunge.

See ya’ at the ramp!
- Miles McDonald

Another year is almost up, the weather is turning cold. Fall fishing has 
been great throughout the state of West Virginia. The big girls should be 
packing much weight now.

I would like to give a big shout out to Charlie Griffin on winning the 
Fall Mail-In Tournament with a giant 51.5 incher from Burnsville. Con-
grats Charlie! Also, congratulations to Rod-
ney Hall on winning the Rod Raffle St. Croix 
pole. The banquet date will be scheduled in 
February, members will receive the final date 
in the mail. Good luck to all the anglers out 
there and be safe!

- Robert Thaxton

What an event! Anglers from nine states and one Province descended 
upon Warren, PA to compete in this year’s Beast of the East Muskie Fly 
Fishing Challenge. Mike Marisa and Mark Thomas of Team River Shar-
kin’ took 1st place with two fish boated in the tournament. Erick McClel-
lan and Josh McDunn took 2nd place in the team and 1st in the big fish 
competition with a monster 50.5 inch specimen. Rounding out the event 
was Team Gutted Muppet, made up of Corey Siple, Jake Villwock, and 
Phil Smeal with a 42 inch fish.

All in all, we raised a lot of money for future conservation projects 
and provided a great opportunity for the fly fishing brotherhood to come 
together. A lot of fish were seen, but catches were down from last year. 
Thank you to everyone that participated, and we look forward to having 
everyone back in 2017.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the companies that assisted us 
in this event: Yeti, Redington, Sage, Fishpond, Clutch, Mystic Fly Rods, 
Rio Products, SmithFly, Stowmaster, Repyourwater, Umpqua, Field & 
Stream, TCO Fly Shops, and Scientific Angler.

Tournament director Phil Smeal is hard at work locking up dates for the 
2017 tournament schedule. We hope to have all those dates for the next 
issue of MUSKIE.

We are also hard at work ironing out details for our booth at Muskie 
Max in Cranberry, PA on March 4th and 5th. Please come out and sup-
port this great Pennsylvania event. In conjunction with Muskie Max, we 
are hosting the Muskies, Inc. Annual Board Meeting. Members looking 
to volunteer can contact us at nvmainc@gmail.com. We will be looking 
for support in working the booth for the show. If you can spare a couple 
hours, please reach out to us.

On a recent board teleconference, the decision was made to open a 
separate account and deposit $4,000 into it. This account is designated 
for our goal of stocking purebred muskies into Curwensville Lake. As we 
bring in money in 2017, money will continue to be added to this account 
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until we achieve an amount large enough to purchase fish for this effort. 
While work still needs to be done with the Fish Commission to get this 
effort going, we’re confident we will be able to do this within the next 
two years. If you wish to support this effort, purchase some of our raffle 
tickets this winter.

If you have any ideas for, or questions about the chapter, please reach 
out to us at nvmainc@gmail.com.

- Patrick Krummenacker

Greetings to all our fellow MI Chapters from the men and women of 
Mountain West Muskie. A hearty welcome to our newest MI families and 
members who’ve signed up with Chapter 65; Hill Family (5), Rykhus 
Family (4), Sugihara Family (2), Ty-
ler Allred, Brandon Buckley, Stephen 
Hoyle, Brian Klein, Amanda Sue 
Kuhl, Chris Penne, Stephen Soren-
son, James (JC) Villastringo, Taylor 
Weisbender, and Charles (CJ) Wolf. 
Welcome to all of you! Our chap-
ter wants to also sincerely thank MI 
behind the scenes folks Ellen Wells 
and Kathy Goon for all their help 
with information. Additionally, with 
help from MI webpage guru Randy 
Loewecke, Chapter 65 has a webpage 
at www.muskiesinc.org/chapter65. 
When you get a chance, check us 
out; there’s a lot of information and, 
of course, photos of some awesome 
tiger muskies.

Now on the chapter front, Joe Weis-
ner, a man who has spent years fishing 
for tigers, was rewarded with a beau-
tiful 52 inch tiger muskie. This same 
fish (confirmed by state DNR) was 
caught a year before by another angler 
and measured at 50 inches, the power 
of catch and release at its finest. New-
est family members Dillon (son) and 
Brett (father) Hill were out working 
it, and Dillon caught this very nice tiger muskie while fishing from shore 
with his father. Way to go and congrats Dillon.

Brian Klein, along with Amanda Sue, two of our out of state chapter 
members, drove 26 hours straight through to Utah, visiting angling friend 
and chapter member Bryce Scanlon. Bryce took Brian and Amanda Sue 
on a tiger expedition they won’t soon forget. Brian boated this awesome 
48 inch tiger, along with several other nice tigers. Brian and Amanda 
Sue said it was unbelievable, Utah has awesome fisheries to offer, and 
they will be back. James (JC) Villastringo, new member and also a very 
new tiger muskie angler eager to learn, had an invite from another new 
member, Tyson Sugihara, and they found another 52 inch tiger muskie 
on the prowl. Congrats to JC on the catch of a lifetime for a new tiger 
muskie angler and a huge thank you to Tyson for his willingness to take a 
new, enthusiastic angler out to learn. So with Joe and JC’s 52 inch tigers, 
both only one-and-a-half inches away from a new Utah state record, who 
knows, a new state record may be had by a Chapter 65 member this com-
ing year. What a success the chapter’s 2016 community service project 
was with US Forest Service Adopt-A-Beach Program. Chapter members 
partnering with active duty members from the 649th Munitions Squadron 
out of Hill AFB had four events, with a total of 60 man-hours involved. 
They removed an impressive 514 pounds of garbage from a designated 
trailhead, trails, surrounding land, and adjacent shorelines on Pineview 
Reservoir. A big thank you to Jared Green for his tireless efforts in coordi-

nating the community service project.
Finally, as a new MI chapter, in only four months, our chapter has held 

an awesome and successful tournament from the 8th to the 9th of October. 
A very special and sincere thank you to the following individuals for all 
they did to make this Chapter 65’s first tournament a true success: Tyson 
Sugihara for tournament banners and the group photo, Kristen Horrocks 
and Joe Weisner for very memorable keepsake tournament medallions, 
Trevor Tippetts for totally unbelievable plaques, and to Steve Jeppesen for 
taking time to make and donate to chapter bump boards for future events 
and to this event’s debut for folks without bump boards. WOW to Bryce 
Scanlon for the totally amazing and outstanding job on donations, spon-
sors, and to all who helped him; there are too many to mention. Also, with 
much gratitude and my utmost appreciation, THANK YOU to sponsors 
and organizations who donated to the Chapter 65 Mountain West Muskie 
October 2016 tournament. Your sponsorships and organizations made this 
tournament outstanding with numerous accolades. For a full wrap up on 
this tourney, visit www.muskiesinc.org/chapter65/events/ to see the tour-
nament newsletter. So, in parting, from MI Chapter 65 to all MI chapters 
and members, continued success both on and off the water, and may 2017 
be a very rewarding and memorable year in all endeavors.

- Kim Wagner

Hope everyone has had a good season thus far, 
our inland lakes are quickly coming to an end and 
the Niagara and St. Lawrence go into December. 
So if you plan on heading out anymore this sea-
son: be safe, be careful, and be smart!

November 5th was our last tournament that 
was held on Waneta Lake, although I was 
not able to participate. There were 18 en-
trants with eight fish caught. First place went 
to Dan Lacko with three fish: a 39.5 inch, 41 
inch, and a 47 inch caught on a figure eight. 
There was a tie for second place with Bryan 
Farmer joining the fifty inch club with a 51.5 
inch and also capturing the big fish prize; 
joining him in second was Ken Regal from 
Pennsylvania with two fish. Congrats to all 
the winners.

On another note, I’d like to bring to your at-
tention a kind deed performed by a couple of our 
members: Jay Davies and Zach baker. Thanks to 
them and their kindness, they were able to help out 
a veteran who had served his country honorably 
overseas. They reached out to him after seeing a 
post on a forum showing interest in muskie fishing 
and fishing in general. They put up a lure for auc-
tion and the proceeds went to him for a member-
ship, with the rest going to chapter 69. Well done 
guys.

Club meetings are held 
on the third Monday of each 
of the following months at 7 
p.m: January, March, May, 
July, September, and Novem-
ber at the Moose Lodge in 
Henrietta.

I hope everyone has a safe 
and happy holiday season.

- Bob Solley
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MuskIEs, INc.
1509 stahl Road
sheboygan, WI  53081
MEMbERS: Please notify secretary@muskiesinc.org of address change.

ADDREss sERVIcE REQuEsTED

ANNUAL CALENDAR FUNDRAISER
Our 50th year is in the books!  As we look forward, we again reach out to our members for their 

assistance.  Unlike most 501 (c)(3) nonprofits, 100% of funds raised by our chapters remain with our 
chapters to be used at their discretion.  

Muskies, Inc. is dependent upon membership fees and our yearly calendar sales to fund our 
corporate operations.  In order to supplement our revenue stream we ask that you consider making a 
tax-free donation.  Below you will find a coupon.  Please fill out this coupon, and return it with your 
check, or fill out the credit card information.  Once received, we will get your 2017 calendar in the mail 
right away.  

We’re offering Gander Mountain gift cards again this year.  Please consider donating more than the 
cost of the calendar, so you can take advantage of this opportunity.

We’re looking towards the future of our organization and our fisheries.  To reach future milestones 
we need the support of our most important asset: YOU!

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Mail back this bottom portion with the information below filled out to: 
Muskies, Inc.
1509 Stahl Rd., Sheboygan, WI 53081-8894

Donation amount/gift card amount 
 
______ $50.00/$10.00                                             
______ $100.00/$20.00                                           
______ $150.00/$30.00                                           
______ $200.00/$40.00                                          
______ $250.00/$50.00                                            
______ $300.00/$60.00
______ Other amount calculated at 
 $10.00 per $50.00 donated
$______________ amount of donation. 
                              

NAME: ______________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Name on CC: _________________________________________

Circles one: Visa, Master Card, Amer. Express, Discover 

Card # ___________________________ Ex. Date____________

* Make checks payable to: Muskies, Inc. 

Specify Fund: _______________________________________

(You will receive)


