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Name _______________________________  Phone ________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City & State ____________________________  Zip_________________

Chapter Affiliation Choice Number __________D.O.B ____-____-______

Old Address (for address change only) ___________________________

City & State ___________________________  Zip_________

My Membership # ______________   Expiration Date _______

Check One: ❑ New Member ❑ Renewal ❑ Address Change ❑ Gift

Email ________________________

Name of Sponsor (if applicable) _________________________________  

Sponsor’s Membership ID #  ___________________________________

Name of Spouse ________________________D.O.B ____-____-______

Junior Member(s) Date of Birth (DOB)
  Name ___________________________________  DOB ___________

  Name ___________________________________  DOB ___________

  Name ___________________________________  DOB ___________

How did you hear about us : ____________________________
MAIL TO: MUSKIES, INC. 

PO BOX 1509
WAUKESHA, WI  53187-1509

1-888-710-8286

Regular Membership:   ❑ 1 Year-$35.00*   ❑ 2 Years-$65.00   ❑ 3 Years- $95.00
Family Membership:   ❑ 1 Year-$47.50*   ❑ 2 Years-$90.00   ❑ 3 Years-$132.50
Junior Membership (Under 18):   ❑ $20.00* ❑ For Donation $________

* Addresses outside the U.S. must add an additional $15 per year (U.S. funds) to cover postage.

Payment: ❑ Check   or    ❑ Credit Card: 

Card # __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __- __ __ __ __  Exp. Date ____ /____   Signature  ____________________________________________

(to find the number of the Chapter you wish to join, see the Chapter News & Views section)
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Board of Directors
Executive Committee
President, Jim Ashton
Phone: 636-227-5248
Email: president@muskiesinc.org

VP Finance/Treasurer, Jim Ashton (TEMP)
Phone: 636-227-5248
Email: vp-finance@muskiesinc.org

VP Fisheries & Research, Jim Moore
Phone: 740-667-3571
Email: vp-research@muskiesinc.org 

VP Internal Affairs, Fred Brogle
Phone: 715-617-5873   
Email: vp-internal-affairs@muskiesinc.org

VP Membership, Jim Evers
Phone: 973-220-7532
Email: vp-membership@muskiesinc.org

VP Communications & Marketing, Patrick 
Krumenacker
Phone: 814-421-6502
Email: vp-communications@muskiesinc.org

VP Youth Activities, Caiden Ramsell
Phone: 309-472-2966
Email: vp-youth@muskiesinc.org

Corporate Secretary, Jim Ashton (TEMP)
Phone: 636-227-5248
Email: corporate-secretary@muskiesinc.org

Past-President, Carl Phillips
Email: past-president@muskiesinc.org
Senior Regional Representatives are also 

Executive Committee Members

Regional Representatives
Region 1 Term Expires
  *Curt Ellestad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2017
  Brian Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
  Mike Riha. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2019
Region 2
  *Jeff Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2017
  Greg Wells . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
  (Temporarily Vacant) . . . . . . . . . . . . 2019
Region 3
  *David Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2017  
   Bob Sisson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
   (Temporarily Vacant) . . . . . . . . . . . .  2019
Region 4
 *Kimberly Cates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2017
  Earle Hammond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2018
  Frank A. Walter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2019
 * = Senior Regional Representative

This year marks the 51st year 
Muskies, Inc. (MI) has been 
serving our enthusiastic 
membership of men, women and 
families. In the words of our 
founder Gil Hamm, “We didn’t 
build a knife-and-fork club. We 
built a working club that does 
something good for the 
muskies.” MI has become more 
than a club. We are an 
organization of volunteers 
dedicated to muskie fishing, the 
preservation of the fisheries, and 
the protection of muskies and 
growth of the sport.  As your 

new President, I pledge to serve 
and work in harmony with the new Board, the committees, valued 
chapters and its members to sustain and expand the growth of MI. 
Please join the Board in thanking Carl Phillips for his service as 
MI’s President for the past two years along with the Board members 
who served with him.

On March 4th, during the Annual Board Meeting held in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a new slate of Vice Presidents were 
elected and installed for a two year term. (See page 2 for the listing). 
The elections offer MI a fresh opportunity to move forward on a 
number of topics and weave sustainability into the fabric of MI. 
This will take the patience of the membership, the work and 
flexibility of the Board and its committees, and the involvement and 
broadened communication with the membership at large in order for 
all of us to contribute to MI’s continuing growth and success.

My operating philosophy is business oriented, conducting MI 
under the established Bylaws and Policies and Procedures that 
provide a means of managing our business in an orderly fashion, 
transparent and focused. In time we will realize the benefits of this 
approach reflected in strengthened financial stability and a broadened 
scope of activities that will benefit the membership.

As a result of the collective efforts of individuals, chapters and 
other activities promoted by MI we welcomed more than 1,200 new 
members over a 14 month period covering January 2016 through 
February 2017. Total active membership exceeds 6,300 compared to 
5,900 in March 2015. Why only a growth of approximately 400 
active members when over 1,200 joined?  Whatever the answer(s) 
are, we need to do a better job of mentoring new members. They 
need to be welcomed by their chapter, encouraged to attend meetings 
and be involved in activities such as tournaments to gain the value 
of membership, education and comradery. The days of MI’s 
operating revenue solely dependent on dues and calendar sales must 

By: Jim Ashton, 
Muskies, Inc. President

Email: president@
muskiesinc.org
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The President’s Message



be supplemented with a well-designed and implemented 
fundraising effort supported by outside contributors. This will be 
addressed in time. In addition, sustainability can be achieved 
through expanding our demographics with younger members.

Spring is here and regardless of where you live, a fresh fishing 
season is on. The Board of MI will appreciate your partnership 
and support and look forward to building a stronger and larger 
organization that will continue its mission. As Gil Hamm once 
said, “Growing like we have has increased our effectiveness. 
They’re talking muskies and Muskies, Inc. all over the country”.

- Jim Ashton FISH ON!!!!!!

Persons interested in submitting reading content for  publication 
should contact the Editor at - managingeditor@muskiesinc.org

Persons interested in submitting photos for  publication should contact 
the Photo Editor at - pictures@muskiesinc.org

Contributors grant rights for MI to publish in MUSKIE Magazine (both 
the print and online versions - including archives), on the MI website, 

MI calendar, social media, and any advertising prints/videos.
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2017 Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame Inductees
One of the many programs of the Fresh Water Fishing 

Hall of Fame, based in Hayward, Wisconsin, consists 
of recognizing individuals, organizations and 
institutions that have made significant and lasting 
contributions to the sport and heritage of freshwater 
fishing. The Hall of Fame Awards Committee meets 
annually in August to make their selections for the 
following year. After much deliberation there were 11 
individuals and one organization inducted into the 
Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame’s 2017 year class. 

Hugh C. Becker began his personal fish-tagging 
program in 1953 that led to many early practices 
regarding catch and release of muskellunge. Becker 
was a catalyst in the development of Muskies, Inc. 
serving on the Board of Directors from 1967 through 
1983. In 1976 he personally funded a three-year fish-
tagging program directed by the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources. This study was the basis for the 
adoption of the catch and release program for Muskies, 
Inc. and the adoption of utilizing the Leech Lake/
Mississippi River strain of muskellunge as the brood 
stock for that state’s stocking program. Through the 
Hugh C. Becker Foundation almost a million dollars to 
date has been issued in the form of grants for 
muskellunge related research.

2017 Hugh C. Becker Foundation 
Awards Announcement 

The Twin Cities Chapter of Muskies, Inc., the Hugh 
C. Becker Grant Committee is pleased to announce the 
recipients of Grants for 2017.  With these awards, the 
total of benefits issued since the beginning of the 
program (in 2008) will be over $1,235,000.00.

The order of funding dates for 2017, with amounts 
totaling $105,000.00 are: 
- To help fund the Minnesota DNR Fisheries Offices 
in Duluth with netting equipment. February…… 
$9,000.00
- To provide funds three (3) Minnesota DNR projects 
in Little Falls and Sauk Rapids through the St. Cloud 

Chapter #37 of Muskies, Inc. February……. $4,000.00
- To continue supporting the cooperative Minnesota 
and Wisconsin DNRs’ telemetry research on the St. 
Louis River through the Lake Superior Chapter #33 of 
Muskies, Inc. February…… $5,900.00
- To assist the Minnesota Muskie and Pike Alliance 
(MMPA) in their political lobbying efforts with the 
Minnesota State Legislature. February…… $6,000.00
- To support the Maryland DNR with their muskie 
research on the upper reaches of the Potomac River 
through the Thurmont, MD, Fisheries Offices. 
March……… $3,700.00 
- For further funding of  muskie “pit-tagging” research 
on the Mantrap Lakes System through the Minnesota 
DNR  Park Rapids, MN Fisheries Office March…… 
$1,500.00
- To provide the Minnesota DNR NE and NW 
Regional Fisheries offices with muskie “pit-tagging” 
equipment through the management of  Chris 
Kavanaugh in Grand Rapids, MN.,  Fisheries Office. 
March…… $7,000.00
- To fund the Minnesota DNR Waterville Hatchery 
with new equipment for raising muskies. March……  
$9,600.00
- To support the muskie “pit-tagging” research on 
Lake Wissota, WI, through the First Wisconsin Chapter 
#6 of Muskies, Inc. April…… $1,000.00
- To partially fund the Ohio DNR at the Sandusky 
Fisheries Research Station with their study of spatial 
ecology of muskellunge in Lake Erie. April…… 
$5,400.00
- To partially fund the Michigan DNR at the Lake St. 
Clair Fisheries Research Station with their study of 
spatial ecology of muskellunge in the St. Clair-Detroit 
River System-coordination with the Ohio DNR study 
in Lake Erie (above). April…… $5,400.00 
- To provide materials for the project to cover three 
ponds at the Spooner, Wisconsin Fish Hatchery 
through the Hayward Lakes Chapter #13 of Muskies, 
Inc. April…… $4,500.00
- To provide partial funding of the FIN (youth) 
Program in St. Paul, MN through the Twin Cities 
Chapter #1 of Muskies, Inc. May…… $500.00
- To support the Youth Conservation Alliance (YCA) 
for their programs at Hayward, WI. May…… 
$7,500.00
- To support the Minnesota State High School Muskie-
Fishing program through the North Metro Chapter 
#21 of Muskies, Inc. May…… $2,000.00
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- To match funding of the Minnesota State  High 
School Muskie-Fishing program through the Twin 
Cities Chapter #1 of Muskies, Inc. May…… $2,000.00
- To provide funding for the Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters and Family Fun Festival programs by the St. 
Cloud Chapter #37 of Muskies, Inc. May.…..  
$2,000.00
- To fund four Metro Day Camps through The Fishing 
for Life (FFL) programs in the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota. May.…... $3,500.00
- To assist in funding muskie forage to the Minnesota 
DNR New London, MN Fish Hatchery during the 
critical summer raising. June……. $5,000.00
- To assist in funding muskie forage to the Michigan 
DNR  Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery for the 2017 
season through the Michigan Muskie Alliance Chapter 
#47 of Muskies, Inc. June……. $2,000.00 
- To assist the stocking efforts of the Green Bay 
Chapter #4 of Muskies, Inc. August… $1,500.00.
- To continue the funding to Muskies Canada in their 
restoration of muskellunge project at Lake Simcoe. 
August… $5,000.00
- To assist the stocking efforts of Bill’s Musky Club in 
central Wisconsin. August… $6,000.00
- To help fund stocking muskies through the 12 
Apostles  Musky  Club  of  Wisconsin. August.... 
$2,500.00
- To help fund stocking muskies through the 
Consolidated Musky Club of Wisconsin. August.... 
$2,500.00

Muskies, Inc. Hall of Fame - Class of 2017
On January 15, 2017 the doors of the 27 year old 

Muskies, Inc. Hall of Fame once again swung open to 
admit its 70th and 71st members with a total of now 19 
chapters being represented. Bruce Ruppel and Jay 
Zahn have been inducted and become the class of 2017.

Bruce is known as the “Godfather of New Jersey 
muskies”.  As one of the founding members of Chapter 
22, he has spread the word about NJ muskie fishing and 
his dream of having a prolific muskie fishery in the 
state. To achieve this there had to be public interest, 
and so, Chapter 22 was born.

As a New Jersey fisheries biologist for some 35 
years, Bruce understood the inner workings and 
procedures for things like stocking permits and writing 
grant proposals. He worked very closely with New 
York biologists and Greenwood Lake, which lies in 
both NY and NJ, was identified as a target. Working 
closely with Wisconsin hatcheries to supply fish for 
stocking, a plan was laid out.

Bruce’s vision was that one day the chapter would be 
out of the stocking business and the state would take 
over. Over time this is exactly what happened and Echo 
Lake in the Newark watershed was added to the list of 
stocked lakes. A plan to truck Leech Lake strain 
muskies from Minnesota was implemented so that the 
state would have both Wisconsin and Leech lake brood 
stock.

With Bruce’s help in 1995 New Jersey created its 
own muskie rearing program, gathering brood stock 
from both Echo and Greenwood lakes.  Today Chapter 
22 works very closely with the state to further enhance 
New Jersey’s successful rearing program, by providing 
manpower and materials for a wide variety of projects.

Bruce has been a long time champion of the catch 
and release practice, and has written extensively on the 
subject over the years. When you look back over 30 
years and see that New Jersey has gone from no muskie 
lakes to more than a dozen where you can fish for both 
good numbers and a shot at a 50” plus trophy, it is truly 
amazing. Bruce’s fingerprints are all over this 30 year 
history. It is safe to say that this fishery would not exist 
without the “Godfather of New Jersey muskies”.

Jay Zahn has been influential in Muskies, Inc. for a 
long time on local, state, and national levels. He has 
been a Muskies, Inc. member since 1985, and not long 
after that found him working on a project to re-introduce 
Great Lakes strain muskies into the Green Bay 
watershed.  In 1991, he traveled to Michigan with state 
DNR folks to get eggs for this spotted muskie 
re-introduction.

Bruce with his award. 

(Text continued on page 6)
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He started the Titletown Chapter 4 in 2005 and served as 
its President from 2005-2010. During this time the Chapter 
grew to the solid larger Chapter it is today. Through Jay’s 
efforts the Chapter maintains a close working relationship 
with the state DNR folks over a wide range of northeastern 
Wisconsin. The number of Chapter projects over time is 
truly voluminous and the fishery in this part of the state is 
where it is today in large part, because of his efforts.

Jay became Muskies, Inc. President in 2011 and 
maintained his grip on the “hot seat” for four terms until 
2015. During that time he navigated the Muskies, Inc. ship 
thru the usual ups and downs with his even handed and 
calm “let’s get this done” attitude. 

He has continued to mentor new leaders at the Chapter 
and corporate levels. Jay helped start the Best of the Best 
Tournament in 2007 to publicize the developing trophy 
fishery out on the Green Bay watershed.  He also worked 
with the Ribbon of Hope program to start Lure for a Cure 
in 2013.

I have known Jay for at least fifteen years, and can safely 
say that his ongoing passion for all things muskie and all 
things Muskies, Inc. is quite rare and most likely unmatched. 
A most worthy Hall of Fame addition.

Steve Budnik is Muskies, Inc. HOF Chair, and can be reached at: 
skbudnik@centurytel.net and at 715-686-7852. Nominations for the 
Hall of Fame are open at this time and close each year on November 
30th.

Please contact Steve for a copy of the HOF criteria/qualifications 
before submitting a nomination.

www.redwinglodge.net
Family owned and operated for 50 years

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE FIRST LIVE CAM IN MORSON!

Over

14,000 Muskies

Released

•	Ultra-modern	one,	two,	three,	or	four	bedroom	cabins
•	All	cabins	have	AIR	CONDITIONING!
•	Housekeeping	or	camping
•	Floating	docks,	electricity	for	charging	batteries,	Lund	Boats	with	swivel	
seats	and	depth	finders,	Honda	motors	with	electric	start

•	Dining	room	with	food	and	liquor	available	for	registered	guests	only

Call or write for data on musky catches:

1	(888)	488-5601	or	(807)	488-5601
Red	Wing	Lodge,	Box	1008,	Baudette,	MN	56623

The	convenience	of	a	drive-in	camp	with	the	privacy	you	would	expect	on	an	island.

On	Sabaskong	Bay
Ten-time	Muskies,	Inc.,

Chapter	Challunge	Headquarters
1983,	1986,	1993,	1997,	2003,	2004,	

2011,	2012,	2014,	2016

Jay was presented his award by 
Bob Volm.

Thinking of Advertising in 

MUSKIE Magazine?

Please contact a member of
our Advertising Sales Team:
Kevin Richards, Advertising Manager

Phone: (573) 280-2300
Email: muskiemag@yahoo.com

Kevin Pischke, Advertising Sales Rep.
Phone: (920) 676-7893

Email: checkeredflag@new.rr.com

Reach over 6,000 muskie enthusiasts with each ad.
Your ad will have HIGH visibility in MUSKIE!

Your ad will support the goals of Muskies, Inc. - 
Fisheries, Research & Youth
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Greetings Fellow Muskie Anglers,
The month of March brought some changes to our 

organization at the Annual Board Meeting, held on the 
4th. There are several new Board members and I am 
the new Vice President of Internal Affairs. This creates 
a changing of the guard for the Lunge Log as those 
duties fall to that office.  A few years ago, I held this 
position but the Log was only for oversight, as I had 
the “Master” of the Lunge Log working for me then: 
the legendary Jim Bunch, a really great mentor and it 
was my pleasure to work with him. He did the stats and 
the articles then, now that task falls to me. However, I 
was never aware of the details of how it was done. So 
I ask for your indulgence as I learn to use the enormous 
data system, how to collect the stats, and interview 
those who have made special catches.

In preparing this article (after only two weeks) I am 
at home in Eagle River, WI with a March 20th deadline. 
Our water here is still hard, trucks are still driving out 
for some pan fishing and today it is snowing. Muskie 
season for me opens in two months (the last Saturday 
in May) so I am envious to see the tally board and all 
the muskies registered so far for this year. So let’s 
check the leaderboards.

Most of the fishing activity at this time of year comes 
from the East Coast or our southern reservoirs. There 
are some fascinating results from the eastern rivers, 
that leads us to our Lunker of the Month. Although we 
have no 50 inchers registered yet, there are still some 
dandy fish in upper 40s popping up, so take note. As of 
today our biggest fish of the year was caught by David 
White measuring 48 inches and he is in contention for 
the March Lunker of the Month. 

JANUARY LUNKER OF THE MONTH: Anthony 
Ashby of Martinsburg, West Virginia was fishing the 
Potomac River on January 22nd when the fish hit close 
to the noon hour. Anthony’s fish measured 47 inches in 
length and had a 22 inch girth; a very nice fish indeed. 
Anthony tells me that he was using a bait of his own 
making called a Hot-tail Glider in a sucker pattern and 
was walking-the-dog over some boulders in 6 to 8 feet 
of water. He was primarily concentrating on fishing the 
river bends. Anthony likes the way this bait will dip, 
dive, jump side-to-side, and make long pauses creating 
the very erratic motion that triggered this strike. He 
raised the fish earlier and went back later for the 
hookup. He was using a small flat bottom John jet boat 
to get around.  

FEBRUARY LUNKER OF THE MONTH: 
Edward Lawton from Blacksburg, Virginia, was fishing 
the New River on February 12th trolling a Rapala 
Super Shad in a Bluegill pattern. Edward said that this 
is a popular color for late winter. He also mentioned 
that he almost did not go out that day because it was 
super cold and very windy… you know, a typical 
muskie day. He explained how aggressively these fish 
strike and fight in a fast current river. His battle was 
very exciting with the fish giving him some good runs. 
Ed was targeting a section of the river with an outside 
bend and a ledge with small rock that drops off into 
deeper water.  The fish hit in about six feet of water. 
His fish also measured 47 inches and was released.

WOMENS DIVISION: Right now this division is 
being ruled by Brianna Herman from Roseville 
Michigan, she posts under the handle Musky Huntress… 
her story tells why. I spoke with Brianna about how she 

Anthony Ashby and his 47 inch January Lunker of the Month. 
He was fishing the Potomac River when the fish hit a homemade 

glide bait.

(Text continued on page 9)

- Fred Esox Brogle
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Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Gordon Dixon 64 46.00 2/6/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
2 Gordon Dixon 64 39.00 2/6/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
3 Gordon Dixon 64 39.00 2/17/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA T Bone
4 Gordon Dixon 64 38.50 2/23/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
5 Gordon Dixon 64 38.00 2/6/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
6 Gordon Dixon 64 36.00 2/6/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
7 Chase Gibson 9 35.50 2/21/2017 Tygart River Barbour WV Fly
8 Gordon Dixon 64 35.00 2/5/2017 Allegheny River Warren PA Homemade Fly
9 Gordon Dixon 64 34.00 1/11/2017 Allegheny River Venango PA Fly

10 Gordon Dixon 64 30.00 1/3/2017 Allegheny River Warren PA Fly

Fly Top 25 Released for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
 Rank / Member

Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Chase Gibson 9 42.00 1/15/2017 Stonecoal Lake Lewis WV Shadzilla
2 Chase Gibson 9 40.50 2/21/2017 Tygart River Barbour WV Dyin Dawg
3 Chase Gibson 9 38.00 2/8/2017 Buckhanon River Upshur WV Shallow Invader
4 Chase Gibson 9 37.25 1/22/2017 Tygart River Barbour WV Homemade Jerk
5 Chase Gibson 9 37.00 2/23/2017 Monongahela River Monongalia WV Shallow Invader
6 Chase Gibson 9 35.50 2/21/2017 Tygart River Barbour WV Fly
7 Andrew Berger 41 33.00 1/16/2017 Alum Creek Franklin OH Shallow Raider

Juniors Top 25 Released for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
 Rank / Member

Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 Brianna Herman 58 46.00 2/23/2017 Cave Run Menifee KY Hellpuppy
2 Brianna Herman 58 45.00 1/25/2017 Melton Hill Lake Anderson TN Dadson Bullet
3 Brianna Herman 58 43.00 2/19/2017 Upper Long Lake Noble IN Custom X
4 Darlene Kelley 9 40.00 2/24/2017 West Fork River Harrison WV Battle Shad
5 Brianna Herman 58 33.50 2/23/2017 Cave Run Menifee KY Hellpuppy
6 Brianna Herman 58 30.00 2/22/2017 Cave Run Menifee KY Hellpuppy

Women's Top 25 Released for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
 Rank / Member

Chapter Length Date Caught Lake County State Lure
1 David White 18 48.00 3/9/2017 Leesville Reservoir Carroll OH 007 Bait
2 Anthony Ashby 9 47.00 1/22/2017 Potomac River Berkeley WV Hot Tail Glider
3 Edward T. Lawton 9 47.00 2/12/2017 New River Montgomery VA Shad Rap
4 Kevin Holland 49 46.50 2/22/2017 Bruce Lake Fulton IN Wolfcreek
5 Frank L. Maus 31 46.00 1/10/2017 Allegheny River Armstrong PA Rapala Magnum
6 Gordon  Dixon 64 46.00 2/6/2017 Allegheny River Clarion PA Homemade Fly
7 Frank Porupski 16 46.00 2/18/2017 10 Mile Creek Washington PA Medussa
8 Jay Scott Dotson 9 46.00 3/13/2017 Stonewall Jackson Lake Lewis WV Suick
9 Chuck Harmon 19 45.50 1/2/2017 West Branch Reservoir Portage OH Bondy Bait
10 David White 18 45.50 2/20/2017 Piedmont Belmont OH 007 Bait
11 Timothy A. Smith 19 45.50 2/23/2017 Piedmont Belmont OH Rat-L-Trap Crank
12 Matthew Ross 63 45.25 3/6/2017 Little Kanawha River Wirt WV Savage Gear Freestyler
13 Corey Mui 50 45.00 1/21/2017 Marsh Creek Lake Chester PA Jerk Bait
14 Tom Kelly 52 45.00 2/18/2017 Great Falls Reservoir Warren TN Grandma Crank
15 Willard Ferrell 9 44.00 2/21/2017 Monongahela River Marion WV Extreme Muskie
16 Joel Morrow 16 44.00 2/24/2017 Allegheny River Armstrong PA Hammer Lure
17 Timothy A. Smith 19 43.75 2/23/2017 Piedmont Belmont OH Rattle Trap Shad
18 Rickie Dunlap 63 43.00 2/11/2017 Stonewall Jackson Lake Lewis WV Rapala Jointed Minnow
19 David S. Jones 9 43.00 2/18/2017 Kentucky River SF Clay KY Widow Maker
20 James Luketic 16 42.00 1/11/2017 Allegheny River Armstrong PA Chub
21 Charles R. Carpenter 9 42.00 2/7/2017 NF Hughes River Ritchie WV Crane Bait
22 Michael F. Zicafoose 9 42.00 2/22/2017 Buckhanon River Upshur WV Cobb Crank
23 Michael F. Zicafoose 9 41.50 2/19/2017 Buckhanon River Upshur WV Amma Bamma
24 Frank L. Maus 31 41.00 1/3/2017 Allegheny River Armstrong PA Rapala Magnum
25 James Luketic 16 41.00 2/1/2017 Allegheny River Armstrong PA Live Bait

Men's Top 25 Released for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
 Rank / Member
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currently holds a big lead in the women’s division and 
she is very excited, but just loves to fish muskies. Her 
boyfriend, a guide, helps put her on fish most of the 
time. She also commented on how honored she was to 
see more women join in and have fun with this sport. 
Even though she has several fish on the leaderboard we 
talked about her biggest, a recent 46 incher caught on 
Cave Run. She was fishing Scott’s Creek, which is a 
primary area to fish 
this time of year as it 
is close to the 
Marina. It was a 
sunny, warm day 
with an air 
temperature of 78 
degrees, but with the 
water temperature only 
about 48 degrees. The 
water had good clarity 
and they were fishing 
ahead of a cold front. 
Brianna, throwing a 
C h a r t r e u s e / S i l v e r 
Hellpuppy, saw the fish 
rising from afar and it just 
kept following. She knew 
to speed up her walk-the-dog retrieve and the fish hit 
less than 20 feet from the boat. Her big fish was one of 
two that day, both released. Great job Brianna!

JUNIOR DIVISION: Eastern fishing rules right 
now as Chase Gibson from Philippi, West Virginia is 
on a roll. At age 15 his new love is muskie fishing and 
he has a technique that is working. I talked with Chase 
and his father, they get out whenever they can and since 
they have no closed season, January and February 
shows Chase is doing well. He has even experimented 
with fly fishing and has one in the boat on a fly rod. 

Chase has been mainly 
fishing rivers but 
decided that day to try 
a lake. On January 
15th he was out on 
Stonecoal Lake fishing 

a very steep bank with some 
brush at the bottom. They 
were fishing about four to 
five hours and were almost 
ready to give up when it 
happened. Throwing a white 
zombie Shadzilla he was 
bouncing the bait off the 
bottom and got his big hit in 
about eight feet of water. 
Chase had a thrilling fight 
with his fish and boated this 

nice 42 incher. He likes the fish in this particular lake 
as it has a few big ones and describes the color of these 
fish as “awesome, and on the gold side”. The fish was 
released to fight again; good going Chase!

(Text continued on page 10)

Brianna Herman (“The Musky Huntress”) with a clean-looking 46 
inch Cave Run muskie that fell to a Hell Puppy.

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Brianna Herman 58 Roseville MI 5 68 39.5
2 Darlene Kelley 9 Salem WV 1 14 40

Women's Division for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
Rank / Member Name
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he had two other follows in just a quarter mile section 
of the river. He said all this action occurred in a two-
hour window. The fly he was using for the 46 was a 
white T-Bone jointed fly about 10 inches long, but he 
also uses one in yellow. Gordon said he was using the 
9 foot at the time as the previous fish messed up his line 
on the 10 foot. The 46 incher was actually pulling him 
and the boat around for a while before he landed the 
fish. Boy, if we could all have a day like this! 
Unfortunately, Gordon could not get a picture of the 
big fish because he was fishing by himself. I contacted 
Gordon for some photos on March 18th and he had just 
come in from another three fish day with a 47-3/4 
topping his 46. We will have to wait until the end of the 
month to see if this fish holds up for March. Nice going 
Gordon!

You will note that we have no information on Hybrids 
or Women’s Masters at this time. We should have 
updates in our next article. 

Good luck and good fish’n!
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FLY DIVISION: This is the newest division for 
Muskies, Inc. and one that anyone can win, as only a 
few people are doing it. Right now Gordon Dixon from 
Shippenville, Pennsylvania, is starting out on fire and 
he is showing everyone he is the guy to beat. Gordon 
explained to me what he is doing. Once again, an 
eastern river is his ticket, and obviously he favors the 
Allegheny, by the stats. Fishing out of a 14ft John Boat 
with a 30 HP Mercury jet drive he can navigate the 
rivers. He cannot take too much gear with him even 
when fishing alone and rarely takes a net. He tells me 
that river fishing is awesome as muskies stack in 
certain areas to stage. Here is Gordon’s story.

It Was February 6th with both the air and water temps 
hovering around 35 degrees. Even for a Wisconsin guy, 
those temps can still put a chill down your back. 
Gordon was using both a 9 foot, 10 weight rod and a 10 
foot, 12 weight rod. He says the 10 footer is heavy and 
will wear you out but likes the accuracy, throw, and 
backbone of the rod. Today was a four fish day for 
Gordon a 36, 38, 39, his last fish was a 46 incher, plus 

The rules & regulations for  submitting to the Lunge Log are on the 
Muskies, Inc.  website. The same ones have been there since 2005.

–  Log in to our website.
–  In the left  column click Lunge  Log, then in the right column under      
 Hot Links click  Release  Forms, then click Lunge Log   
 Registration Page 2.
–  Scroll down tomthe bottom of the page and there they are.

Gord Dixon and a fly-caught 39 incher.
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Junior member, Chase Gibson, and his 42 inch fish 
from Stonecoal Lake, West Virginia

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Gordon  Dixon 64 Shippenville PA 9 102 37
2 Chase Gibson 9 Philippi WV 1 10 36

Fly Division for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
Rank / Member Name

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Gordon  Dixon 64 Shippenville PA 13 140 37
2 Michael F. Zicafoose 9 Fairmont WV 7 82 38
3 Frank Porupski 16 New Salem PA 6 78 39
4 Kevin Holland 49 Hammond IN 6 67 37
5 Timothy A. Smith 19 Rogers OH 7 66 35
6 Willard Ferrell 9 Fairmont WV 7 65 35
7 Seth Davis 52 Hazard KY 4 49 38
8 Matthew Ross 63 Elizabeth WV 4 47 38
9 Billy Wehrle 63 Charleston WV 6 45 33

10 Jay Scott Dotson 9 Middlebourne WV 3 36 38
11 Anthony Ashby 9 Martinsburg WV 2 33 43
12 Sean Bergsma 49 Syracuse IN 3 32 37
13 James Luketic 16 Cadogan PA 2 31 42
14 David S. Jones 9 Huntington WV 2 29 41
15 Thomas A. Haun 52 Huntington WV 3 25 34
16 Robbie Wilke 39 Plainfield IL 3 23 34
17 Corey Mui 50 Wayne PA 2 23 38
18 John C. Burnette 9 Morgantown WV 4 23 32
19 Rickie Dunlap 63 Weston WV 2 22 37
20 Mark Wright 56 Middletown OH 2 21 37
21 Kevin Butts 3 Chicago IL 2 20 36
22 Tom Kelly 52 Dalton GA 1 19 45
23 Joel Morrow 16 Ford City PA 1 18 44
24 Jace Starkey 9 Friendly WV 2 16 34
25 Stephen Howell 9 Morgantown WV 2 16 34

Men's Division for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
Rank / Member Name

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 David White 18 Moundsville WV 16 163 36
2 Charles R. Carpenter 9 Harrisville WV 6 50 34
3 Chuck Harmon 19 Akron OH 3 45 41
4 Edward T. Lawton 9 Blacksburg VA 4 43 37
5 Frank L. Maus 31 Kittanning PA 3 40 39
6 John Cade 9 Clarington OH 5 26 31
7 Chris Haley 52 Hazard KY 1 15 41
8 Rusty Welker 42 Kokomo IN 2 13 32
9 George Weber 56 Kettering OH 1 10 36

10 Jim Wilson 5 Hermitage MO 2 9 31
11 Derek Wenzel 9 Marietta OH 1 8 34
12 Danny Kurttila 0 Riverton WY 1 8 34
13 Walter Krause 28 Collinsville IL 1 5 31
14 John Kaltenecker 9 Parkersburg WV 1 4 30

Men's Masters Division for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
Rank / Member Name

Chapter City State Muskies Points Avg.
1 Chase Gibson 9 Philippi WV 6 75 38
2 Andrew Berger 41 Pataskala OH 1 7 33

Juniors Division for 2017 (As of 3/16/2017)
Rank / Member Name

* *

LOOK FOR ALL CHAOS TACKLE PRODUCTS AT A TACKLE STORE NEAR YOU.
www.chaostackle.com   www.esoxassault.com  www.customxlures.com 
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For some of us, our hands already smell of muskie. 
Just take a look at the Lunge Log. There are some 
impressive catches there!

For others, slimy muskie hands are just around the 
corner. I wish the best of luck to all who hit your 
respective openers!

In addition to the great articles we’re featuring in this 
issue, there are a couple other things to highlight in this 
issue. First, please look at the long list of Hugh C. 
Becker grant recipients and take the time to appreciate 
the diversity of muskie-related initiatives that Muskies, 
Inc. and the Becker grants support. There’s money 
going to everything from funding high school muskie 
tournaments and environmental education (i.e., Youth 
Conservation Alliance) to basic academic research and 
assisting political lobbying efforts. A tip of the hat to 
the grant committee.

Second, Brianna Herman (aka “The Musky Huntress”) 
draws our attention to the gaining popularity of muskie 
fishing among women. This is fantastic and something 
I’ve noticed on social media. The sport needs an 
injection of new demographics, most especially 

younger men and women, to keep it alive for a long 
time. We’re also seeing a rise in popularity of muskie 
fly anglers. You need not look any further than the 
addition of the Fly Division to the Lunge Log as 
evidence of this popularity increase. The added benefit 
is that muskie fly fishing seems to draw younger 
anglers. I’m encouraged by what I’ve been seeing 
lately. Let’s hope the pattern continues.

Muskies Eat Ocean-Going Fish, Too
I live at the far eastern edge of the muskie’s range 

near the Saint John River, New Brunswick. Here, the 
muskies can grow absurdly fat, and their excessive 
girth seems to be the rule not the exception. People, 
however, don’t really know why. I spent a day last June 
at the fishway of a hydroelectric dam where I was 
photographing graduate and undergraduate students 
performing stomach lavages on muskies. Most of the 
fish had nothing in their stomachs, but some had ocean-
going herring and one had a 20 inch American shad. 
Here are some photos from the day.

Remember two things: 1) practice catch-and-release 
and 2) wear your sunscreen.

- Sean
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(Continued on page 14)

May / June 2017.....MUSKIE 13

My first entry in the Lunge Log was a 30 inch fish 
from my home lake in June, 2008.  I don’t recall catch-
ing it, but entry #250 really stands out.  It was in No-
vember, 2016.  There was a lot of significance to that 
release.  I achieved my goal of making International 
Master, and Brian Wright was there to share in my ex-
citement.  It was a 38 inch natural tiger, only the third 
I’ve ever caught.

My journey to Master is filled with typical muskie 
experiences.  I’ve endured the same tough conditions 
that any stick runs across.  There have been bursts of 
incredible action along with stretches when I couldn’t 
buy a fish.  Meeting people, gaining knowledge and 
confidence, being a part of a terrific chapter, and writ-
ing articles make up my muskie life.  Battles won and 
lost will be the last to fade from my memory, but I also 
have vivid recollections of all the aspects that make our 
sport special and unique.  

  The secretive nature of a muskie angler got me in 
trouble a few years back when I met a youngster fishing 
under a bridge.  It took 20 seconds to find out his name, 
Will was six, and the fish weren’t biting.  Thirty yards 
downstream I pinned a 36 inch muskie, and left Will’s 
sight to release it.  “Whad’ya git?,” he asked as I re-
appeared. “A bass,” I said, and moved down the river.

Three nights later I was back at the bridge, and so 
was Will.  This time his ten-year-old brother was along.  
“Muskies, huh?” he said eyeing a Bull Dawg.  “Yup,” 
I said, and turned away.  Still in earshot I heard Will, 
“He don’t know the difference between a muskie and 
a bass.”  Now my curiosity was up, I wanted to know 
why he asked what I’d caught.  “I couldn’t tell if it was 
a pike or muskie,” he said.  

It took a year to realize that I am a lousy record 
keeper.  I tried, but late nights and an empty stomach 
trumped the “Ace Log” every time, so the Lunge Log 
became my journal.  It’s fun to look back and re-live 
some of the releases.  Number 100 had a dash of humor, 
and a lesson.  I had permission to cross private prop-
erty to reach an excellent stretch of river.  One evening 

I parked my truck 50 feet from the river and started 
working upstream.  A camouflaged hunter appeared 
on the opposite bank above me. “You the landowner?” 
he asked.  “Never met the guy,” I said. “Really?  Then 
whose truck is that?”  I could feel my nose starting to 
grow.  “Must be his,” I said. “Whadda after?” he asked. 
“Bass.”   He wanted to know how I got in there. “Came 
in from the bridge,” I said without making eye contact.  
“Geez, that’s two miles downstream and it’ll be dark 
in 15 minutes!  Jump on my ATV,” he said.  By now I 
couldn’t tell the difference between my 8 foot rod and 
my nose.

I assured him the three hour walk in the dark would 
do me good, and he left.  A big fish smoked a Shal-
low Dawg while he was still in sight.  If he had turned 
around he would’ve watched me net a 46 incher, and 
I could only hope he didn’t know fish as well as Will.  
That was Entry #97.  Entries 98 and 99 came the fol-
lowing weekend, and one week later I was back in the 
same stretch and caught the same fish, on the same lure 
at the same time of day.  My brother Steve tagged along 
and got some photos.  

Entry #84 was a fish that helped me realize I was on 
the right track. It hit a Shallow Dawg on an October 
full moonrise.  I reared back on impulse, and the lure 
ended up in the branches behind me.  “See you later Big 

250 and 
counting

Number 100 on the Lunge Log was a 46 incher that the 
author caught one week earlier in the same stretch of river.
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Girl,” I thought, and left the area as quickly and qui-
etly as possible.  Twelve hours later at moonset I was 
back.  She was in three feet of water the night before 
and 30 feet downstream it dropped to 6 feet.  I guessed 
she’d slide down there during the night.  It took three 
casts, and this time the hooks held…she taped out at 
47.5 inches.

  Another thing I realized as the years went by was 
that I am not a big fish guy.  I went through the same 
thing hunting Dall sheep in Alaska, so I learned not to 
let it get me down.  Entry #147 is the only 50 class fish 
I’ve released, but it is my favorite memory.  It was near-
ly dark as I waded knee deep in a familiar spot.  A few 
casts in I moved a real big fish, but it missed.  Muskies 
are accustomed to seeing forage come in numbers, so I 
tossed the Dawg right back at her, and slowed it down.  
This time her aim was true, and the fight was on.  I 
knew when she ripped 20 feet of drag that I’d never 
had anything this big on before.  She turned toward 
me and things were okay until she must’ve realized 
it was getting shallow, and turned at my feet headed 
for deeper water.  The drag was ripping again, and 
I didn’t want to lose all the line I’d gained, so I ran 
with her a few yards and turned her a second time.  I 
got her close again, but she made another shorter run 
with me splashing behind her.  On the third attempt 
the big fish was tired and I managed to get between 
her and the shore.  I eased her along until she lost 
buoyancy and went on her side.  The top hook of 
the Bull Dawg was all she had, and it popped right 
out.  The tape said 51 inches!  I measured a second 
time with shaking hands thinking, “I can take the 
polygraph,” and eased her into deeper water.  It was 
full dark when I sat in the sand and calmed my nerves.  

My most regrettable moment 
happened in 2009 on a river float.  
Steve Ohms and I watched in dis-
gust as teen-age boys just ahead of 
us brought a 16-18 inch muskie into 
their canoe.  It sounded like the fish 
pounded every inch of the aluminum 
bottom before they got the hooks out.  
One of the boys held it up by the eyes 
to show an adult and child in another 
canoe.  “Put that fish in the water,” I 
said sternly.  He did as he was told, 
and the adult stepped in.  “He just 
wanted a picture of his first muskie,” 
he said.  “That’s no way to handle 
any fish,” I said.  “It’s probably go-

ing to die.”
We moved ahead of them without further incident, 

but I realized my mistake immediately.  We could’ve 
gone over and done our best to help in the release and 
explain the importance of proper handling.  I even had 
a tagging gun and they could’ve shared in that expe-
rience.  Instead they’ll remember the old grouch who 
wouldn’t let them take a picture.  I’ve learned to be 
patient with novices.

Anyone who spends as much time on the water as we 
do is bound to run across some dangerous situations.  
Being a river rat, I’ve found deep holes by stepping into 
them, I’ve had two close calls with bears.  The scariest 
moment occurred on my home lake in 2010.  I ran out 
of gas in the middle of the 6,000 acre reservoir.  An 
eastern gale was blowing me into a large dam.  I angled 
the boat toward a landing beacon with the electric mo-
tor, and told my son Nick to meet me there with five 

Concentrating on rivers has led to many adventures 
with rapids and boulders.

The author takes great pleasure fishing with his sons Nick and Kevin. 
This is Kevin with an unusually colored 45 river fish. 
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“...build better baits...”

gallons of gas. The batteries died a ¼ mile out.  The 
paddle was ineffective so I wrapped a seat cushion in 
the net and limped into the landing and an anxious son 
at 11:00 p.m. I became a believer in cell phones, and 
kept a better eye on the tank.

The story of making Master wouldn’t be complete 
without telling the tale of Kevin.  It happened on a late 
autumn afternoon on a remote river.  The only house a 
half mile in either direction was just above, and some-
one was working in the yard.  I took a few casts into 
the channel with a 14 inch Shallow Dawg, and pinned 
a 22 inch walleye.  I nearly released it, but something 
stopped me…I heard myself yelling up to the house.  
“Anyone home?”  “Yeah, you alright down there?” 
someone answered.  “I’m fine, want a walleye?”  A 
man in his early 50’s appeared, “you bet!” he said and 
slowly descended the steep bank.  “Kevin,” he said and 
we shook hands.  “I’ve got brain cancer.  Been sick so 
long I can’t remember the last time I fished down here.  
I’m six months past what the doctors gave me.  I’m 
at peace, my wife will be okay, and I’m ready to go 
anytime.  But not tonight. Tonight I’m eating walleye.”  
I waded into the river thinking strong powers were at 
work, and I was happy to be a pawn.  

I often wondered what I’d do after #250 was in the 
Log.  I have a penchant for achieving a goal and mov-
ing on. Early in this quest I realized successful muskie 
fishing is the most exciting and rewarding endeavor 
I’ve ever taken on.  It has the biggest learning curve 
of anything I’ve attempted.  It’s early January, and I’m 
trying to decide where to start this season on May 6th. 
I guess that’s my answer, maybe this is the year I pin 
another 50 inch.

Entry number 250 in the Lunge Log is a 38 incher.

Paul Gottwald netted a nice spring 
fish for the author. Paul was 

instrumental in getting the author 
off to a good start



At thirteen years old, Brandon caught on to the tech-
nique rather fast. The only problem he had is a tenden-
cy to wind up to the leader. I warned him that could 
cost him his trophy. Five hours into the trip his cast was 
perfect to a spot I mentioned that had a nice muskie. As 
his lure got near the boat he ripped and paused it just 
like I taught him and with one small twitch of the lure 
the 48-inch muskie smashed the bait. The problem was 
his last crank of the handle brought the leader to the rod 
tip and the big fish ripped free.

It’s been a while since the muskie industry has been 
rocked with a revolutionary lure. And while double 
blades and plastics still catch fish they are not nearly as 
popular with the elusive predators as they were.  There 
really isn’t a lure out there that the fish have not seen 
but if you work a lure in a different fashion or modify 
it in one way or another it becomes a different lure en-
tirely to the muskie.

As a guide for over 25 years I enjoy watching my 
clients work the lures I give them. Many times lures are 
worked in a totally different way that I or anyone else 
has ever seen, but most times the lure is thrown out and 
retrieved in a boring fashion. One lure that is a prime 
example of most people doing the boring retrieve is the 
crankbait. 

The crankbait is one of the most versatile lures on the 
market. It is successful in catching muskies from early 
spring until freeze up. No other lure imitates a wounded 

The author and a client hold a giant muskie.
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Hang Time
- Steve Scepaniak

bait fish, gamefish, or prey fish better than a crankbait.  
It can be worked seductively over and through weed 
beds and it can reach the darkest depths of any rock pile 
or mud flats, depending on the model you run.

Over the years I have worked on a technique with 
crankbaits that has been phenomenal at catching big 
muskies.  This method has been so good that I have 
had clients spend hours trying to master it while we are 
fishing.   What makes this technique so effective is the 
“Hang Time”. While this method will work with most 
crankbaits the key to its success is all in the timing.
LOCATION
Like the old saying in real estate sales “location, loca-

tion, location” holds true in muskie fishing. A few lo-
cations to fish would be in the weeds, rocks, flats, and 
shallow sand. My two prime areas to target with this 
technique are weeds and rock piles.

Throughout the season muskies will relate to rock 
piles. They periodically move in and out during the 
course of the day looking for a meal.  A rock pile that 
has a spine or many spines fingering out from it is ide-
al; these spines will hold muskies. Position your boat 
to fish the outside edge of the spines first targeting the 
twelve to fourteen foot range and slowly working your 
way in to the main reef itself. I have found that the 
spines that finger out to the main basin will produce 
best. When you’re done with the reef you will have 
fished the spines, the main drop offs and the shallows 

of the reef.
We all have favorites and mine are the 

weed beds - especially cabbage weeds. 
The cabbage weeds have broad leaves 
that emit a high concentration of oxy-
gen into the system, which attracts mi-
croorganisms, phytoplankton and inver-
tebrates. These small organisms attract 
the minnows, perch, panfish and other 
baitfish that are basically the smorgas-
bord on any lake. My favorite weed 
beds will have an easy access to deeper 
water on at least on side leading to the 
main basin.  I like to start on the out-
side edge by at least fifteen yards barely 
touching the edge of the bed with your 
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done correctly, the crankbait should come up and sus-
pend about three feet underwater and roughly fifteen 
feet or so away from the boat.  

Now wait and let the lure hang there. Wait. Wait lon-
ger. It is much easier said than done. I have found that 
after two to four seconds a muskie will show itself ei-
ther right behind the lure or just about directly below 
it. When you see the muskie, give the bait one small 
twitch and hang on. If no followers, let the lure start to 
rise to the surface. When it is about eight inches from 
breaking the surface start twitching it in with short sharp 
twitches till it reaches the boat and do your “L“ turn. 
This is where practice and patience comes into play to 
get it right. Rip up too hard and the crankbait will break 
the surface thus ruining your entire presentation. Rip up 
too soon and the crankbait is not visible for you to see 
and work when a muskie is chasing it.  Rip up too late 
and your lure is too close to the boat to be able to twitch 
it seductively to entice a strike. When you rip up and 
pause it is very important to get your rod tip back down 
to the surface to either work the lure the rest of the way 
in or for a hook set straight up.

first pass. Next move into the weeds and dissect them. 
Many times the pressure from fishing the outside edge 
will push the muskies into the thick cover. Look for 
paths through the weeds to concentrate your cast and 
work the crankbait. 
PRESENTATION
This technique takes a little practice and timing, but 

once you catch on it can pay off big time. Crankbaits 
that achieve depths of four to six feet and will suspend 
work best here. A lure that rises too quickly will ruin 
your chances at getting that trophy of a lifetime, but 
casts of fifty to sixty feet work ideally because they al-
low you to work the lure effectively. Cast out and let 
the lure hit the water and sit for a couple of seconds. 
Remember muskies are sound oriented. 

Next, give a sharp twitch down and start your retrieve 
at a fairly good pace. About every seventh or eighth 
turn of the handle give the lure a short sharp twitch 
down from your rod. Do not stop or pause when retriev-
ing your lure and twitching it down. This is important! 
When the lure is roughly twenty feet from the boat give 
the crankbait a short, sharp, quick pull up and wait (do 
not break the surface of the water with the lure). When 

(Continued on page 19)





Steve Scepaniak is the owner and operator of Predator Guide 
Service in MN. Even though his specialty is the muskellunge, he 
is a multi-species fishing guide for over 25 years. His guide busi-
ness is known for the ability to catch trophy muskies and pike 
which has been featured in the national publications Outdoor 
Life and Field and Stream. He has guided clients from all over 
the world and continues to help educate his clients. Check out his 
website for more information. www.predatorguideservice.com.
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“Rip-N-Lips” Muskie Extravanza
We offer some of the best trophy muskie waters on

Lake of the Woods – Stevens, Stony and
Sabaskong Bay

                • Remote Island Camp (boat-in)
                • All-inclusive American Plan • Housekeeping cabins
• Free guided tour with map of muskie hotspots
• Professional guide with 21 years lake experience
• Specializing in personal serviceWrite or Phone:

   1-807-484-2930
   U.S. residents call Toll-Free 1-866-894-0674
   Box 126, Nestor Falls, Ontario P0X1K0
   e-mail: info@youngswildernesscamp.com

www.youngswildernesscamp.com

We will donate
5% of your fishingpackage to the muskieclub of your choice!

Ask for details

It can be a test of patience to let a bait hang for 
several seconds, but as the author shows, the 

reward can be worth the effort.

LURES
I have had great success with these lure choices. 

Their action, when worked, and the most important 
hang time, is ideal for this technique.  I personally 
would rather give up a lure that has great depth 
than give up the hang time. Crankabits with great 
hang time include Scuba Divers in the 7.5 “and 
10” (Big Game Tackle Company), Depth Raid-
ers (Bucher Tackle), Triple “D”s (ERC Tackle), 
Whitefish (Salmo Co.), Giant Shad Raps (Rapala), 
and Magnum Long “A”s (Bomber TKL). Obvi-
ously these are just a few. There are way too many 
to mention here. You may have your favorites that 
have all the right stuff.
EQUIPMENT
As a muskie guide for over 25 years I have 

found that the right equipment will make your day 
on the water a pleasurable one instead of an ex-
hausting physical work out. Whether I’m on my home 
waters of Lake Mille Lacs or guiding other muskie wa-
ters, the Crestliner 1850 Fish Hawk powered by a 150 
Mercury OptiMax outboard has never let me down.  A 
Motorguide trolling motor with 105 pounds of thrust 
and 36 volts equals out my rig. Whether I’m fishing 
professionally or with the family, all my muskie, pike 
and walleye rods are from the Tooth Tamer Company. 
These rods are some of the lightest most sensitive and 
durable rods on the market. My sonars have always 
been from Lowrance, they are 
easy to use and understand. Their 
sensitivity and attention to detail 
are uncanny. All of my muskie 
reels are from Abu Garcia in the 
6500 C3 series and the Revo Toro 
Winch.  Berkely also supplies the 
Spyder Wire Stealth in #80 pound 
test I have been using since it came 
out. Beckman nets have never let 
me down.

So if you’re ready to take your 
muskie fishing to the next level 
and try a technique that requires 
concentration, patience and skill 
than here it is. And remember it is 
all in the “HANG TIME”.



I can pack in an hour, easily, for a 5-day fishing trip. No problem. There’s just one thing:  I have seven big 
muskie nets in my garage. I have those, because on at least six occasions, I forgot to bring a net along on a muskie 
fishing trip. On top of that, so did everyone else. It suddenly dawned on me, at a distance of roughly 100 miles 
from home, that maybe, just maybe, I didn’t pack a net. Hmmm. I ask my passenger, “Did you bring a net along 
by any chance?” Nope. “Well then, let’s pull over at the next exit and check. If there’s no net in the back of the 
truck then I guess we’ll have to stop somewhere and buy one.”  So now of course I own seven nets.

Let’s review:  you are anxious to get on the road, you pack somewhat hurriedly, you’re sure you have every-
thing, so away you go.... oops! As always, you’ve forgotten something. Well, pass the biscuits and hold the mus-
tard, I did it again! One time, I forgot to bring along a single T-shirt! Not even one for an entire week of fishing (I 
wound up buying a T-shirt at every single bar we stopped to “visit” that week). Not too bueno, but still we strive 
for excellence. Or something like that. 

Luckily for you and me, there are checklists. They do exist, and they are especially handy for fishing trip prepa-
ration, it’s no secret. The key point to remember is that this is a muskie excursion-- apply some empirical knowl-
edge and pack accordingly. Certain items are simply required cargo. So in “Clip ‘N’ Save” fashion, let’s start first 
with some absolute essentials, items that you better not forget no matter what:
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TOURNAMENTS, LONG 
WEEKENDS & FISHING TRIPS

- Mark Bromann

Even if it’s just a short trip, every muskie 
fisherman is going to need a checklist .

Floating over a sand flat, Charlie 
Bromann landed this muskie while 
casting a walleye-pattern buck 
tail on Forest Lake in Washington 

County, Minnesota.



That’s just for starters, you’re obviously not fin-
ished. But you can’t bring everything; you’ve got to 
remain somewhat conservative while getting down to 
the reality of packing. Wondering whether you should 
bring along your golf clubs?  Forget it. This is a fish-
ing trip and you are on a lake, and golf clubs take up 
too much room. Same goes for bicycles. You can do 
that stuff at home. Let’s factor back to other much-
needed items, including:
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With only 6 lb. test line and no leader, Charlie 
Bartlett hauled in this Sawyer County muskie 

using a rubber worm with a single hook.

(Continued on page 22)

* Your wallet
* Your cell phone and phone charger
* Your passport (if you’re going to                      
   Canada)
* Your fishing license (the laminated
   version)
* THE NET
* All tackle, rods & reels, depth  
   finder, batteries, battery charger
* Any needed prescription medication
* Laptop (if you have one)
* Your packed suitcase
* Your checkbook



Of course everyone has ‘personal preference’ items 
too, such as that ugly pair of camo shoes your buddy 
favors wearing in the boat. Some anglers prefer to use 
light gloves when fishing (to avoid blisters). And “Deep 
Woods” repellent to guard against ticks. If flies in the 
boat are persistent, light up a cigar. Even if you aren’t 
a smoker, fire one up. Remarkably, the flies will even-
tually get tired of flying around in the smoke and will 
leave you alone. Fish attractant spray? Hey, if that’s 
your thing, it can’t hurt so bring some along and use it 
liberally. Anything that boosts hope and expectations is 
good for the whole crew. Bring something to bail out 
the boat, odds are you’ll need that too. 

The traditional answer to the question “How do you 
catch muskies?” is of course: “Time on the lake.” Time 
is of the essence:  you don’t need to waste time with 
activities like shaving, cooking, washing dishes, or din-
ing out during daylight hours. Fill the fridge up with 
sandwiches - these fill the bill as quick lunches. Before 
leaving for the lake (or on the way up), stop at a Sub-
way, Jimmy John’s, or some local deli, and put at least 
10 or more sandwiches in the cooler. When your fishing 
time is maximized, you are able to hit more of your fa-
vorite hot spots, to track down the world’s most elusive 
and challenging freshwater gamefish. If only all human 
pursuits were this exciting, and enjoyable.

It’s always an annoyance to have to squander a day-
light hour or two during your fishing trip by running 
out to make purchases on necessary items when you 
could easily have been better prepared. We’ve all been 
there. Remember, there are only winners on a muskie 
trip. Bring along your sense of humor too, that’s one 
thing you cannot afford to leave behind, and the crucial 
element most often needed to fully enjoy your time in 
the boat. 
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* Sunglasses
* Raingear
* Spare tire, oars, and bungee cords for the boat &    
   trailer
* Towels
* Extra-heavy fishing gloves
* Lock & chain for the outboard motor
* Guide maps
* Extra line and leaders
* Life vests
* Trolling motor
* Reading glasses
* Alarm clock
* Flashlight
* Koozies
* Seat cushions
* Band-aids, first aid kit
* Plastic garbage bags
* Fishing hat
* Bottled water
* Boots/water shoes
* Large cooler, small cooler
* Radio
* Flask
* Bucket for suckers
* Camera
* Cigar lighter
* Cold weather coat/flannel shirt
* Cast iron pan for shore lunch
* Fillet knife
* Large bobbers (if sucker fishing)
* Duct tape, scissors
* Night lights for boat
* Engine oil, Sea Foam, reel oil
* A ‘travel mug’ for coffee
* Corkscrew and bottle opener
* Mosquito spray & sunscreen
* Long Johns
* Short pliers and long nose fish pliers
* Wool socks
* Notebook containing important      
   phone numbers
* Toilet Paper
* Live Well Aerator

On a ‘bluebird day’ in 15 feet of 
water Charlie Bromann caught this 
nicely marked tiger muskie which 

hit on a Boo Dadley #10.
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Peter Krause (from Chapter 33) 
has been taking a fall fishing trip to 
Cass lake, Minnesota for twelve 
years with a group of family and 
friends, including his father (Ron Krause from Chapter 33) for six of those years. These pictures 
and his story of a particularly great trip this past year really bring home what fishing is all about, 
making memories.

“Fishing on the first day of the trip I heard my dad say, “Here she comes!” I looked over just 
in time to see her tail kick and gills flare out and as she inhaled his lure. This fish ‘owned’ my 
dad. She fought so hard, but we finally got her in the net. We got it in the boat and measured 
her at 52 inches which is my dad’s personal best! My dad could barely hold her up, but we got 
some pictures and away she went. less than three hours into the week and got a beauty!”

Trolling during a rainstorm two days later, we passed over a deep underwater point when I 
got my turn. As I was reeling in the fish, I realized I never explained how to unhook a planer 
board to my dad, so I told him I was going to hand the rod off to him and unhook the board and 
then take it back. I stressed to keep the line tight 
with absolutely no slack. Anyway, he must have 
missed those instructions because when I went 
to unhook the board, there was line laying 
everywhere in the boat. I quickly reeled it up and 
the fish was still there. We got her netted, cut all 
the hooks, measured her at 52.5 inches, and let 
her go. 

The funny part about this is that our group has 
a traveling trophy for the person with the biggest 
fish for the week. We all made the comment 
when my dad caught the fish on Saturday that it 
was going to be hard to beat. He and I both 
started laughing when we measured mine and I 
‘beat’ him by half an inch! I also didn’t realize it 
until someone asked me, but it was my personal 
best too. It was a very special time and a 
memory I will cherish forever.”
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Photo

By: Michael Winther
Photo Editor
pictures@muskiesinc.org

Contest

Peter

Ron



Penn-Jersey Chapter member, Les Lyons, submitted this 
picture of his son Jacob with a late fall 39 inch beauty - his 

first season chasing muskies ended with six fish!

Austin Barber is pictured with a nicely spotted Great 
Lakes muskie. Wearing a bright shirt helps to provide good 
contrast in pictures with wide open water in the background.
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Dale Peterson (Chapter 12) captured this foggy 
morning picture on a trip to Lake Vermilion, 

Minnesota.

This Wisconsin River warrior was caught while fly-fishing by 
Justin Peeters. The narrow perspective on the muskie’s 
scarred-up face really adds to the visual interest of this image.

Nick Day (Chapter 47) submitted this 
cool underwater muskie shot from last 
spring. The ability for many modern 
cameras, phones, and video cameras to go 
underwater opens up a whole new world 

for action shots like this one.
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have big success 
with our down- sized baits

5” shallowraider 
SERIES   

500 buchertail tinsel  
fastach snap 
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long nose pliers 

original 

PRISM   

RED-EYE

jb rattler6” depthraider

Find our entire line-up at your nearest retailer or go to: Joe Bucher Outdoors.com

Marty Voss took this 
picture of his brother 
Greg Voss (Chapter 8, 
Capital City) while 
fishing in Hayward, 
Wisconsin. He said 
that neither of them 
ever want to be the first 
to call “last cast,” a 
habit they learned 
fishing with their dad.

Matt Galbraith 
(Chapter 47) was either 
out too late, or too early...
fishing a small slice of 
open water in northern 
Michigan on New Year’s.

Jake Willborg (Chapter 46) took 
a moment out for a photo during 
prime time on Eagle Lake, Ontario.



>>>>> >>
>>

>
>>>   Harry Haddix with a clean looking 46 incher. <<<

“Nothing like catching a muskie in your front yard”, said Chris at the start of his week-long adventure at 
Bear’s Den Lodge fishing with Harry Haddix. They consider themselves seasoned West Virginia muskie 
hunters and they fished some of their favorite French River muskie holes, but after a long day they decided 
to troll home during the twilight hours. 

As the minutes passed, so did the casts. But as they entered into Bear’s Den Bay, Harry’s last cast of the 
evening had action. A boil of water rose to the surface as Harry was retrieving his Suick. His hands quick-
ened as he worked the bait, doing all that he could to entice “the would-be trophy” to clench his lure, but 
she would not take the bait. Without giving up, Harry cast three more times into the same hole and to his 
surprise, he hooked into a different muskie, missed a big one, and three casts later - BAM! Harry Haddix 
had his 46 inch male muskie in Bear’s Den Bay at 9:30 p.m. while casting his Suick.

They were ecstatic because of their strong start, they had high hopes that it would be Chris’ turn for the 
next muskie. Chris brought along a custom handmade pull bait that his dad made in 1969. 

In 1969, Suick offered only one size - eight inches - and five colors, Chris still has the original that his 
dad had in the box. His dad wasn’t happy with the colors or size available so he spent his breaks at General 
Motors cutting out the body, sanding it, and replacing the tail with metal from the Chevelle Trunk Depart-
ment’s scrap pile. He did use this in the 1970s but with no success and that’s when Chris knew he had to try 
it. It looked great on the water, but the clear coat was hand painted and started to peel. He took it to Sharon 
Crane Baits where they refinished it for Chris. When she gave it to him she immediately asked him if he 
liked it. Chris told her, whether it’s pretty or not, he wanted it to catch muskies. 

Chris told his dad that it would get him a big one one of these days in Canada, and it did. It did at two 
o’clock in 100 degrees as Chris and Harry were trolling in. They turned off the motor and Chris said, “Reel 
‘em in Harry.” 

“We drove by that big fish that’s sitting over by that rock a hundred times this week,” Harry replied.
“And I am going to show you how to catch ‘em!”, said Chris.  
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A Muskie for Father’s Day
Story Recounted By: Joe Barefoot & Photos By: Chris Burnett and Harry Haddix

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
A close-up of the custom-
painted Suick that bagged 

Chris’ giant.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

>>
>>

>>
>>

>>
>>

>>
>>

>>
>>

>>

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>



>>
>>

> >>>>>
First throw, first jerk, he didn’t see her, but he felt his line get tight and he heaved. The line started go-

ing crazy and that’s when Chris’ heart quit beating and his legs began to shake. Harry grabbed the net and 
scooped; they both thought her head went right into the net. The rod started squealing again and line started 
going out and Harry is holding the net up in the air saying, “There must be a hole in the net!” and that’s 
when Chris’ heart really sank. He was thinking, If she got through that net, we really have a mess, but he 
quickly realized his rod was going the opposite way of the net and if the line was really though the net, the 
net would be pulling it too, so Chris shouted, “There’s no hole in the net, Harry!” 

“I thought I got her,” Harry replied. They were both dumbfounded. Then Chris figured, Well she had a 
chance to get free by now. Meanwhile, Harry was giving him confidence saying, “You hooked her good! 
She’s coming up!” 

With those big boils, you can’t tell what’s going on in the net, but he bagged her in the front yard which is 
the same spot Harry caught his muskie at the beginning of the week. Chris can’t wait to tell his dad that he 
caught him a 53 inch muskie for Father’s Day, he is going to have a smile from ear to ear!
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Chris holding his 
massive 53 inch 

French River 
muskie. The custom 
Suick can be seen 

laying on the deck in 
the background.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Fits the biggest casting and trolling baits up to 14”
Supernaturals, Pounder Bulldawgs, Cannon Balls, and More!

•Holds up to 30 baits
•Fifteen 3.5" x 3.5" compartments
•54 variable depth hook slots
•Zippered storage pockets
•Front tool pockets
•Dimensions: 18 ¾” L x 11 ½” W x 15 

 

NEW

A070 Musky Fat Boy

  Phone: 1-800-US-BUILT                     www.lakewoodproducts.com               info@lakewoodproducts.com 
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Chapter News and Views
ATTENTION

CHAPTER
 CONTACTS:
Please make sure

your chapter address
and phone number

is correct on this page
AND on the M.I. website.  

Whenever you update 
 chapter  information on

the website, please send an 
email to the Editor so we can 

keep this page current.  Thanks!

No. Chapter - President Name: Contact Information
01..... Twin Cities - Shawn Kellett: 615-353-3769
02..... Fargo-Moorhead - Ted Scharl: 701-237-4801
03..... Chicagoland Muskie Hunters - Greg Denny: 847-331-0400 // dennygreg@gmail.com
04..... Titletown/Packerland - Bob Volm: 920-562-5244 // corneliamuskie@gmail.com
05..... Pomme De Terre - George Donner: 816-678-1623 // george@missourimuskies.org
06..... First Wisconsin - John Imm: 715-839-7089 // info@firstwimuskiesinc.org
07..... South Side Muskie Hawks - __________ : 773-617-9685
08..... Capital City - Winston Hopkins: 608-577-3184 // Winstonjhopkins@gmail.com
09..... West Virginia -  Jim Moore : 740-667-3571 // jfmoor@windstream.net
10..... Heartland - Ryan Wilcke: 641-430-6961 // rlwilcke@gmail.com
11..... Mississippi Valley - Sonny Stephens: 309-797-1803 // MIMV11@aol.com
12..... Headwaters - Bill Jacobs: 715-891-5574 // promusky@live.com
13..... Hayward Lakes -   Mike Persson : 715-634-4543
14..... South of the Border - __________ : 815-385-9026
15..... Star of the North - Gary Rutherford: 218-259-9970
16..... Three Rivers - (VP) Joseph K Houck: 724-667-8254 // muskyjoe@iwon.com
17..... Quad County - Duane landmeier: 815-695-1494 // dlandmeier@frontier.com
18..... Hopedale - Jerry Pruneski: 740-733-8144
19..... Akron-Canton Muskie Maniacs - Bob McCloud: 330-221-7617 // rmccloud@neo.rr.com
20..... Between the Lakes - Greg Wells: 920-602-1419 // wellsg@charter.net
21..... North Metro - __________ : 612-916-7426  // President@nmmuskies.com
22..... New Jersey - __________ : 908-319-2205
23..... Cleveland - John Savu : 330-219-7964
24..... Brainerd Lakes - Jim Kath: 218-821-3669
26..... Central Wisconsin - John Carlson: 
28..... Shawnee Muskie Hunters - Jim Beaty: 618-971-7806 // jbeaty@certapro.com
29..... Upper Great Plains -  __________ : 712-362-2501
30..... God’s Country - Bob Nontelle: 608-799-4030 // bobnontelle@yahoo.com
31..... Penn-Ohio -  __________ : 724-932-5815
32..... Flatlanders - Dick Cholke: 815-222-1062 // cholke@mchsi.com
33..... Lake Superior - Curt Ellestad: 218-390-8888 // Curt.ellestad@jamarcompany.us
35..... Milwaukee - Craig Ader: 262-250-6444 // muskyader@hotmail.com
37..... St. Cloud - Bruce Kitowski: 320-290-7101 // esoxmaster@charter.net
38..... Alexandria-Vikingland - Katee Campion: 320-293-7910 // campz22@aol.com
39..... Fox River Valley - Steve Kroll: 312-320-6721 // stevekrollcpa@sbcglobal.net
41..... Central Ohio - Bob Sisson: 614-207-1018 // BobSisson919@gmail.com
42..... Hoosier Muskie Hunters - TJ Henriksen: 317-626-6901 // muskieclassic@yahoo.com
44..... Colorado - Will Dykstra: 303-263-3783 // willdykstratlo@gmail.com
46..... Bemidji/Cass Lake - Chris Thury: 612-590-9785 // cthury@midco.net
47..... Michigan Muskie Alliance - Will Schultz: 616-447-1688 // w.schultz@comcast.net
49..... Webster Lake Musky Club - Bill Kopp: 219-230-6075 // wkkopp@gmail.com
50..... Penn-Jersey - Tom Sabia: 610-585-1038 // bushwacker542@comcast.net
52..... Daniel Boone - Chris Haley: 606-759-7610 // chaley1@windstream.net
53..... Huskerland Muskie Hunters - Matt Tesarek: 402-676-1019 // mtesarek@gmail.com 
54..... Southern Crossroads - __________ : 507-455-1644
56..... SW Ohio Muskie Assoc. - Scott Shampton: 937-833-1833 // kbd.jarrod@gmail.com
57..... NW TIGER PAC - Michael Floyd: 253-833-1318 // rainbowjigs@aol.com
58..... Lake St. Clair Muskies, Inc. - Charles legarski: 586-873-9154 // cklegarski@comcast.net
59..... New Mexico Muskies, Inc. - Allen Witt: 505-264-2999 // wittallen89@gmail.com
60..... Mountain Muskies - Douglas Wood: 509-263-7235 // douglaswood@comcast.net
61..... Northwoods Chapter - Pete Stoltman: 715-356-9758 // pstoltman@northwoodsmuskies.com
62..... Wausau Area Chapter - __________ : 715-297-7573
63..... South Central West Virginia - Jake Flint : 304-364-8878 // muskymessiahlures@yahoo.com
64..... Nittany Valley Musky Alliance - Patrick Krumenacker: 814-421-6502 // nvmainc@gmail.com
65..... Mountain West Muskie - Kim Wagner: 801-540-5602 // K2muskie@gmail.com
69..... New York Muskies - James Reynolds: 585-670-0422 
90..... Prairieland Muskies -__________ : 507-381-5439

Regional News
New year, new staff, new objectives, and a 

bright new future. This section will provide our 
readers with things that happen within Muskies, 
Inc., particularly the often-overlooked Region-
al pursuits. From now on I will provide brief-
ings that affect activities in our four Regions. 
Our Regional Representatives are an essential 
part of our organization; they are the mid-level 
personnel who communicate between the chap-
ters and the national board. 
Our structure is defined as a typical manage-

rial pyramid: we have the membership bodies, 
which are the Chapters, then each Chapter has 
its own Board of Officers along with a Chap-
ter Representative. The Chapter Representative 
communicates with the Regional Representa-
tive (three Regional Representatives in each 
Region) and the Regional Representative re-
ports to and is part of the corporate Board. This 
is an effective way of communicating and dis-
seminating information both up and down. 
I am appealing to our membership to consider 

volunteering for opportunities with the organi-
zation. You will be reviewed for your skill and 
interest and then placed on a list to be contacted 
for various positions that may become open. 
The positions are volunteer-only, but are very 
rewarding. If you are a willing, productive per-
son with a positive attitude we are looking for a 
few good men and women to create a potential 
candidate list for Regional Representative and 
perhaps other Board positions. 
*If you have an interest or want to find out 

more about opportunities contact Fred E.sox 
Brogle at: VP-InternalAffarirs@muskiesinc.
org.
Good Luck & Good Fish’n

- Fred E.sox Brogle
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From winter to summer and back to winter within a week can only 
mean one thing - you live in Minnesota. The cure to the crazy weather 
was attending the George’s Minnesota Muskie Expo from March 10th 
through March 12th. There were record attendances with great speakers, 
sale prices from retailers and custom colors, and the newest baits from 
lure manufacturers. The chapter also had a booth at the Northwest Sports 
Show from March 23rd through March 26th. Welcome to all new mem-
bers who joined our chapter at these events.

At the March meeting, Vermilion and Mille Lacs Lake guides Luke 
Ronnestrand and Matt Seifert presented their ideas on why the finest 
muskie fishery in the country is declining. Diminished stocking, invasive 
species, delayed mortality, and other factors are damaging our fisheries. 
They also shared when different baits are most productive.

The place to be on May 6th was the Vet’s Home Fishing Opener. The 
residents spent the morning fishing for big trout in a pond that was set up 
in the yard at the home. Our members and other volunteers helped bait 
hooks, net, and clean fish. In the mess tent, a “shore lunch” of fresh-caught 
trout, potatoes, and beans were prepared. The serving crew added buns, 
cookies, and a drink to complete the meal. What a great way to honor our 
veterans.

The Capable Partners Outing on Lake Minnetonka is on June 11th. 
Chapter members and physically challenged members of Capable Part-
ners will spend the morning pursuing the mighty muskies, while other 
volunteers prepare a “shore lunch.” I am sure some will continue looking 
for those 50 inchers in the afternoon.

Chapter members will also assist volunteers from Fishing for Life with 
the Armed Forces Family Fishing Celebration on June 16th. This event 
is headquartered at Lord Fletcher’s on Lake Minnetonka. Military adults 
and kids are invited to enjoy a morning fishing from boats, the shoreline, 
and docks and attending an awards ceremony later in the day. What a great 
way to show our appreciation to the military and their families.

New this year is the Minnesota Muskies, Inc. Tournament Trail. This 
is open to all Muskies, Inc. members who compete in at least three of the 
five qualifying Muskies, Inc. chapter tournaments: June Jam, Bemidji-
Cass Lake Muskie Tournament, Frank Schneider Memorial Muskie Tour-
nament, George Wahl Memorial Muskie Tournament, and the Brainerd 
Lakes Muskie Shootout. There is no entry fee other than the regular tour-
nament registration fee. The first place prize is $500, second place is $300, 
and third place prize is $200 and will be awarded at the end of the year. To 
learn more or to register, visit muskiesinctournamenttrail.com

Stay safe on the water.
- Elaine Randolph

We held our 18th Annual Indoor Fishing Flea Market (IFFM) on March 
4th. The IFFM is our Chapter’s biggest fundraiser, and, by all accounts, 
it was a very successful event. Attendance was up from last year, with 
almost 550 attendees. The on-site raffle, run by Al Weinblatt, was the 
highlight of the event. Al always does a top notch job running the raffle. 
Thank you to Al and Zach Arnold and to all our Chapter members who 
volunteered so much of their time and energy to setup and run the event.

We drew the winners of our Annual Fundraiser Raffle at the conclusion 
of the IFFM. Congratulations to the big winners: Jim Cejna won a $500 
Cabela’s Gift Card, Kurt Kuhlman won a Yeti Tundra 65 cooler, and Bill 
Davis won a Weber propane camp grill.

On the topic of big winners, we’ll be honoring the winners of our 2016 
Members Only Fishing Contest at our May meeting.

The award winners are: Pat Elza, Masters Division; Mike Davis, Sep-
tember and November Lunkers; Mike Vodicka, 1st Place Men’s Release 
and October Lunker; Chris Otto, 2nd Place Men’s Release; Paul Horten-
stine, 3rd Place Men’s Release and Illinois Big Fish; Frank Loye, Longest 
Release and August Lunker; Mike Farmer, February Lunker; Kevin Butts, 
April Lunker; David Pflum, May Lunker; Ryan Baratta, June Lunker; Jor-
dan Kane, July Lunker; Bob Bronke, Ice-out Challunge Outing; and, of 
course, all our Juniors from the Vermilion Outing: Alan Otto, Sam Becker, 
Olivia Peters, Lindsey Valkner, Jacob Lenzini, Max Becker, Max Valkner, 
and Richie Hoff.

Our 2017 Members Only Fishing Contest was officially kicked off 
when Kevin Butts bagged the first two fish of the year in late February.

Our Chapter participated in the Busse Woods Volunteer Day on March 
11th (picture below). Busse Woods is one of the local forest preserves near 
Chicago. Our volunteers cleared out piles of buckthorn and cleaned up a 

whole lot of trash. Our Fisheries’ Director, 
Kevin Butts, did a great job coordinating 
this effort. We hope to do a lot more “field 
work” in the future to help improve our 
local fishery.

You can keep up with all our Chapter’s 
catches and activities by following us on 
facebook/chicagolandmuskiehunters.

Keep on chuckin’.
- Frank Loye

Congratulations Jim Ashton on election as the new president of 
Muskies, Inc. As a longtime member of Chapters 5 and 28, we know his 
efforts and ideas will make all Muskies, Inc. chapters proud of him. Good 
luck, Jim!

The No Ice tournament on March 18th saw eight teams fishing, all from 
Chapter 5. Sadly, no members from other chapters came down to fish. 
The surface temperature was fifty degrees, give or take a degree. Denis 
Ledgerwood caught the only muskie on the 18th: a 35 inch fish that won 
him the embroidered jacket commemorating the event. Two of the teams 
were all new members who we thank for getting involved in these events.

The weather looks good for the annual fyke netting this spring. Water 
levels and surface temperatures favor a truly telling sample. The nets will 
be in place for the Pomme de Terre sampling beginning Monday, April 
3rd, and will continue through Thursday. Results will be in the next issue. 
Missouri’s other muskie lakes will follow.

As usual, habitat improvement is a top priority on Missouri lakes. Ad-
ditions to existing brush piles made use of discarded Christmas trees on 
Busch Wildlife CA Lake 35. On Pomme de Terre, old brush piles were 
refreshed, and new brush piles were established on both arms of the lake. 
Old and new, each pile is easily found with exact GPS coordinates on the 
MDC website. There are well over 100 on Pomme de Terre for the health 
of all species.

Habitat on Henry Sever got a boost from the hinge cutting of nine ad-
ditional trees. Thanks to Jerry Griffen, Ron Smoot, and Tim Dunaway for 
doing the hard work. Thanks to Darlene Bryant and Ross Dames of the 
Missouri Department of Conservation for getting the needed paperwork 
done and obtaining permission for this project.

The upcoming events and activities include a fishing day and meeting 
at Pomme de Terre on April 22nd. 

May 20th will host the annual Musky Mayhem with new members 
guided by long-term members familiar with Pomme de Terre. This is al-
ways an important day to welcome the newest members. A fine meal and 

www.muskiesinc.org
(Continued on page 30)
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Twin Cities
President: Shawn Kellett

615-353-3769 // 
www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org       

Meets  2nd Tuesday  7:00 PM, Knights of Columbus,  114 W79th St Bloomington, MN,  
near the SE corner of the intersection of I-494 and I-35W.
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Chicagoland Muskie Hunters
President – Greg Denny

www.facebook.com/chicagolandmuskiehunters
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM, 

Giuseppe’s la Cantina Pizzeria @ 1062 lee Street in Des Plaines
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Pomme de Terre
President - George Donner

816-678-1623 // george@missourimuskies.org
www.missourimuskies.org 

Meets: Various days-Call for schedule
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meeting will end the day. The following day, May 21st, will see Part I of 
the new tournament series: King of the Lake. Parts II and III will follow 
this fall when one angler will win the title “King of the Lake” for Pomme 
de Terre.

June 3rd and 4th will see the road trip continue on the Northern Mis-
souri Musky Trail. Anglers will fish Hazel Creek on the 3rd and nearby 
Henry Sever on the 4th. This is a very important outing! The stocking 
of Missouri lakes is based on usage, and the program already lost three 
lakes. It is vital to fish theses smaller lakes to keep them in the program. 
We invite anglers in Illinois and Iowa to also fish these two lakes and send 
in Show-Me Muskie log sheets. We need to keep these two lakes in the 
program, and fishing them is the only way we can keep them. A very good 
source of information on these lakes is the Facebook page for the North-
eastern Missouri Muskie Alliance, the brainchild of Chapter five member 
Tim Dunaway.

The annual Lake St. Clair Outing will be on the 14th and 15th of July. 
See the website, www.missourimuskies.org, for details and contacts. July 
22nd will see us doing the Pomme de Tour. July will tour the Lindley 
creek arm, the Pomme arm tour follows in mid-August if enough people 
make reservations for these tour outings.

- Todd Hardin

Our Annual Dinner and Business Meeting was held on March 11th, 2017 
at the gym of the former Harrisville, WV High School. John Kaltenecker, 
our Chapter Secretary, summarized the minutes of the 2016 meeting. A 
synopsis of these minutes was included in a Chapter Report in MUSKIE. 
Treasurer Darlene Kelley gave the Financial Report. Jim Moore reviewed 
the 2017 budget, which was approved at the fall Membership Meeting. 
This budget is similar to years past. We try to keep enough in reserve to 
operate for one year.

President Jim Moore reports that two chapters from Michigan have 
joined Region 3. The region holds monthly teleconferences in addition 
to our yearly meeting in Columbus. The National Organization met with 
consultants specializing in non-profits during the National Annual Board 
Meeting held in Cranberry, PA in early March. A plan for growth and im-
proved operation will develop from this in the coming years.

Jim went over the personnel changes within the WVDNR. Jim Hed-
rick is now responsible for both Cold and Warmwater Hatcheries. Chris 
O’Bara is working with Federal Grants and Human Resources at the State 
Office. Katy Zipfel is the Big Rivers Biologist. The District VI Biologist 
will be retiring this year. Stephen McDaniel replaced Bob Fala as Direc-
tor. President Moore praised the DNR and our relationship with them. He 
encouraged members to attend DNR Public Meetings and express their 
opinions.

2017 Tournament Schedule:
Spring Mail-In: April 8th and 9th (All open waters)
Odie Cutlip Memorial, Stonewall Jackson Reservoir: May 6th and 7th
Ohio Lakes Salt Fork: Saturday, June 17th
Piedmont: Sunday, June 18th
Woodrum Lake: Saturday, September 23rd
Fall Mail-In: October 21st and 22nd (All open waters)
The Wayne National Forest Play Outdoors Fishing Derby is scheduled 

at Leith Run on June 17th, the first day of our Ohio Lakes Tournament. 
Please consider helping there in the morning then going to Salt Fork in 
the afternoon.

Nick Gibson was elected to a two year term on the Executive Com-
mittee. Dave Wilcox and Danny Haddox were elected to one year terms.

Our dinner consisted of smoked Tavern Ham prepared by Jake Flint, 
meatballs by Ron Ingram, scallop potatoes, baked beans, green beans, 
salad, and other side dishes. Many thanks to Jake, Ron, and Sharon Crane, 
with special thanks to Glenna and David Kaltenecker for bringing it to-
gether.

After dinner, Biologist Katy Zipfel gave the DNR report. Winners of 
major Chapter Awards were presented plaques, after which our Lure Auc-
tion, Raffles and Drawings were conducted.

Major Award Winners: Chase Gibson, Junior Release Division; 
Tamara Neville, Women’s Release Division; Shelia McCord, Women’s 
Masters; Chris Burnette, Men’s Release Division; Derek Wenzel, Men’s 
Masters; John Cade, American Waters; Jay Dotson and Chris Burnette, 
Longest Release (53 inches); Jay Dotson, Longest WV Release (53 inch-
es).

Lunkers of the Month in 2016: January, Scott Smith (48 inches on 
James River, VA); February, John Fouty (42 inches on New River, VA); 
March, Chris Burnette (47 inches on Monongahela River, WV); April, 
Jay Dotson (53.4 inches on Stonewall Jackson, WV); May, Paul Amick 
(50.3 inches on Cave Run Lake, KY); June, Chris Burnette (53 inches 
on French River, ONT); July, Dave Wenzel (52 inches on Lake St. Clair, 
ONT); August, Stephen Howell (47 inches on Monongahela River, WV); 
September, Steve Koreski (48 inches on Stork Lake, ONT); October, Bob 
Hoce (45 inches on Salt Fork Lake, OH); November, William A. Hall 
(49.5 inches on Lake St. Clair, ONT); December, Stephen Howell (49 
inches on Mason Lake, WV).

- John Kaltenecker, Chapter Secretary 

Our annual Mississippi Valley Chapter banquet was held on Sunday, 
February 26th at the Quad Cities Conservation Alliance (QCCA) in Rock 
Island, Illinois. Approximately 40 members were in attendance. Awards 
were given out to the members who caught fish throughout the past year. 
The winner for the most fish caught again was Randy Huizenga with 19, 
second went to Cole Jackson with seven fish, third went to Mark Welsh 
with five (including a very nice 53.75 inch fish), fourth place went to Russ 
Schneider with four fish, and rounding out the top five was Al Clemons 
with four fish. Congratulations to all that caught fish last year. Our guest 
speaker for the night was Pete Rich of Pete Rich Guide Service for Hay-
ward, Wisconsin. He gave a great talk on his techniques and pointers on 
catching Muskies in the Hayward area. Thank you, Pete!

Speaking of Hayward, the chapter will be having its semi-annual trip 
to Moose Lake on May 26th, 2017. Anyone interested in joining us for 
the opening weekend should contact chapter President Sonny Stephens at 
(309)797-1803. We need to know a number as soon as possible so we can 
plan for the number of cabins. We will be staying at Virgin Timber Lodge 
on Moose Lake.

Again, this year in February, we could have a booth at the QCCA Out-
door Show. Members manned the booth and signed up two new members. 
Welcome Bill Smutz of Moline, Illinois, and Martin Coe of East Moline, 
Illinois. We were also able to raffle off chances on a St. Croix Legend 
Tournament rod valued at $320. The winner, member Randy Huizenga of 
East Moline. was drawn at the banquet. Thanks to all those who purchased 
a ticket to help us raise funds!

One of the area’s fish biologists, Ken Russell, is very ill. He has been 
a State of Illinois biologist for over 53 years. A dedication in his honor is 
being planned for May 21st, 2017 at approximately 8:30 am at Lake So-
rey, located in Galesburg, Illinois. Anyone wishing to donate can send it 
to the Ken Russell conservation fund c/o F&M Bank, 21 East Main Street, 
Galesburg, Illinois 61240.

Our chapter is planning to have a fishing day at Lake Storey to coincide 
with the dedication on May 21st. Lunch will be at noon. Anyone inter-
ested in going can contact Sonny Stephens.

- John Claeys
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President: Jim Moore
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Greetings from the beautiful Northwoods of Wisconsin! Well, that was 
a long winter, but not so bad by Northwoods standards. Now that the 
warmer weather is starting to arrive, the Muskie fishing is really beginning 
to heat up! The Chapter has been very busy, as all our attention is focused 
on the 37th Annual Spring Classic Muskie Tournament taking place June 
10th and 11th on the beautiful Eagle River Chain of Lakes. We had over 
130 two-person teams in the Classic last year, and may very well see a 
full field of 150 this June. Registrations are already starting to come in at 
a pace well ahead of last year. There is so much to be done to prepare for 
the Classic, but we’re lucky to have Chapter members willing to give their 
time to help put on a great Classic. If you haven’t registered for the Clas-
sic yet, we can mail you an application or you can print it off our website: 
www.headwatersmuskies.com/pages/tournaments.php.

Speaking of Headwaters Chapter events, our Spring Banquet recently 
took place and it was a big success! Congrats to Joe and his crew as we 
went to a new venue this year: Whitetail Inn and they were terrific hosts. 
So much goes into putting this banquet together: contacting local busi-
nesses for raffle donations and promoting the event through the local 
media. All the volunteers during the banquet made it all come together. 
Everyone had a great time!

- Scott Samuels

On March 4th and 5th, we had a booth set up at the 2017 Muskie Max. 
The show was a great success for us. We signed up over 35 new members 
and renewed a few memberships from last year. A big thanks to Tony 
Grant and Gregg Thomas for all the help the past two years with recruiting 
new members. We will continue to stay in touch with new members and 
try to get them involved in club activities.

The May tournament at Pymatuning Lake has been cut to just one day, 
Saturday, May 13th. This is due to Mother’s Day being on Sunday. A 
number of people expressed concern, so our tournament director decided 
to cut to it a single day. All information on signups and times have been 
posted on our Facebook page and chapter website.

We are starting to fill some of the vacant positions on the board, but are 
still looking for a few positions to be filled. Even if you can’t make the 
meetings, we still have positions that would possibly work for you. Please 
contact myself at jlmo422@hotmail.com.

We are working on starting a monthly newsletter that will be delivered 
by email. It will contain all the information for what the club has going on 
with meetings, tournaments, speakers, and schedule of events. If you are 
not receiving emails and would like to be added to the list, please contact 
myself at jlmo422@hotmail.com. We have a handful of emails that are 
incorrect and bounce back, if you feel that you are one of the people af-
fected, please contact us.

We would also like to thank our sponsors and lure makers of the club. 
Next time you’re out, don’t forget to take a look at their lures and servic-
es: Wiley Lures, Legend Lures, Leo Lures, Mtailz lures, Newman Lures, 
Grandma lures, Muddy Creek Guide Service, Hammer Lures, Allegheny 
Guide Service, Boss Shad, Red October Baits, and Baker Baits.

- Good Fishing, Joel Morrow

The winner of $620 in this year’s 50/50 drawing was Carl Kucera of 
Wheeling, WV. Jim Patterson was this year’s top salesman, selling 40 
books and earning a year’s paid dues. Every ticket that was distributed 
was sold, which is just great. This raffle is the chapter’s main fundraiser 
and of top importance.

The wild game feed was held before the March meeting. I must say, 
having attended well over two dozen of these chapter feeds, this one was 
one of the best. There was quite a variety of delicious dishes.

The annual lure auction will be held after the June meeting. We will sell 
any type of donated merchandise, not just lures.

The May tournament will be on May 20th at Piedmont with a mandato-
ry 1:00 pm shore lunch in Marina Bay. June’s tournament will be an open 
lake event starting at 8:00 am June 17th and ending at 5:00 pm June 18th. 
There are co-tournament directors this year. Dave White, (304)639-3520, 
and Jim Petrozzi, (740)266-6570. Tournament catches must be reported 
as soon as possible.

- Kevin Singhaus

The Muskie Maniacs are ready to start our new fishing season. On 
March 11th we had our Annual Awards Banquet.  We all had a great time 
and would like to thank everyone that helped organize the banquet. We 
would also like to thank our guest speaker Mike Hulbert for coming to 
speak about casting for big muskies at Lake St. Clair or Cave Run.  Con-
gratulations to all of our award winners that took some hardware home 
and to all that won a bunch of prizes at the banquet.

Our first tournament of the season will be at Piedmont Lake on April 
22nd and 23rd.  Everyone is excited to get out on the water after a long 
winter.  It seems like a long way off, but with the warm weather approach-
ing there are some big early season muskies to catch.  A few anglers have 
already been out fishing as soon as the ice has thawed.  A few more fish 
would have been caught by now if some of our lake water levels would 
have been up so we can launch our boats safely.

On May 20th and 21st, we are going to have our second tournament of 
the season at Leesville Lake.  Over the winter they drew the lake down to 
install a new boat ramp at the south end of the lake. They just finished the 
ramp and a few guys have already tried it out.

I will have the results of our Piedmont tournament in our next article 
and can’t wait to get the boat in to catch my first fish of the season!  Get 
out and catch some nice heavy, early spring muskies!

- Kevin Proffitt

The BTL Chapter 20 had a busy winter, starting with our December 
Christmas party and the election of officers. Mark Mancl is our new presi-
dent, Damian Nevers is vice president, Rob Howe is secretary, Ted Scharl 
is treasurer, and Luke Mancl and Bentley Kammerer are co-youth coor-
dinators. We thank all the past officers for serving and the new ones for 
stepping up.

Hopedale
President: Jerry Pruneski

PO Box 118, 
Smithfield, OH 43948
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Three Rivers
President (Vacant) - VP: Joseph K Houck  

724-667-8254 // muskyjoe@iwon.com
www.muskiesinc.org/chapter16 

www.facebook.com/threeriversmuskiesincorg
Meets 2nd Monday 7:30 PM, Northside Sportsmans 

Club, Wexford, PA.

16CHAPTER

Headwaters
President - Bill Jacobs

715-891-5574 // promusky@live.com
www.headwatersmuskies.com

Meets first Wednesday of every month.  7:00 p.m.   Eagle River Inn. 
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Akron-Canton
President - Bob McCloud

Meets 3rd Tuesday of every month @ 7 p.m. at 
McCall’s Restaurant and Banquet Hall - 130 Faircrest St. SW Canton, OH 44706

FACEBOOK: Muskies Inc. - Chapter 19 Akron/Canton Muskie Maniacs
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Between the lakes
President - Greg Wells 

www.betweenthelakes20.com
Meets 3rd Thursday 7:00 pm at BUMMY’s Haus in Howards Grove, WI
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In January, our club lost two of its more active members to Cancer. 
Sara Lammers, who was an excellent fisherperson, tournament and big 
fish winner, active with all the clubs fundraisers, a Hockey Mom and 
Grandmother. One week later, Rich Kammerer passed. Rich was also very 
active, and the person that started and ran our Muskie league. Rich came 
up with a really fun plan and handled all the records and pairings. He 
helped a few other clubs with setting up their own league. Rich was also 
active in many club functions. These two members will be greatly missed.

At our February meeting, we had a fine speaker, Kevin Pischke of Lay 
in a Line Guide Service. Kevin guides on the Bay of Green Bay and put 
on a very informative seminar on trolling, which included baits to use and 
how to get them to the right depth.

At our March meeting, we had guide and TV host, Larry Smith. Larry’s 
Seminar was on multispecies fishing on Wisconsin’s premier lakes. He 
covered fishing Green Bay and the rivers that feed the Bay, along with 
Winnebago and Big Green Lake. We had a terrific crowd for his seminar.

On April 11th, we will be holding our largest fundraiser. This will be 
our 31st annual Banquet, which funds our club for the whole year. Hope-
fully, it will be as successful as the previous ones. 

As of this writing, the ice is off the local lakes, the birds are migrating, 
and I am watching an eagle out fishing. It won’t be long now. Everyone is 
waiting to try out all the new lures that were bought at the shows or made 
in our basements.

Here’s hoping everyone has a successful and safe open season.
- Mike Scholler

We have had our banquet and it was a great success. Thanks to all our 
sponsors and all the hard working volunteers that made this organization/
banquet such a success.

The June Jam Tournament in western Wisconsin will be held on June 
17th and 18th. North Metro members who fish this tournament will have 
extra points added to their league totals. This is a fun family type tour-
nament that many have been fishing for years. Go to our website, nm-
muskies.com, and click on tournaments for more information. The June 
Jam is also part of the Muskies, Inc. Tournament Trail (MITT). This is a 
new concept for Muskies, Inc. members to fish in at least three Muskies, 
Inc. tournaments in Minnesota and win cash prizes.

The 2017 George’s Minnesota Muskie Expo is in the history books now. 
Thanks to Paul Hartman for putting on a great show. Thanks to the North 
Metro Staff that worked the booth. Special thanks to Gregg Thomas and 
Tony Grant for helping get new members and renewing members signed 
up for Muskies, Inc.. The Twin Cities, North Metro, Lake Superior, and 
Bemidji Chapters at the show worked well together to get new members 
in the right spot. Hope to have more guides and retailers that cater to 
muskie anglers help support Muskies, Inc. with membership ideas.

Please check out the tournament tab on nmmuskies.com for informa-
tion on the Minnesota High School Muskie Tournament. It is coming up 
fast.

Matt Seifert, Luke Ronnestrand, and possibly Bob Benson will be pre-
senting stocking information in Minnesota lakes at our March meeting. 
Hopefully, we will also get a few hot tips on how to land a big fish on 
Vermilion.

Dan Altman will bring his expertise to the April meeting. New baits, 
new techniques, and an exciting presentation is in our future.

We in Minnesota are again fighting legislation that is trying to limit 
public waters. A few in our state have the ear of a few legislators and are 
pushing regulations for their own benefit, not for the public in general. It 
is too bad that we have to expend so much time, money, and effort to battle 

those who think of only themselves. All it takes for the triumph of evil is 
for good fishermen and fisherwomen to do nothing. Get involved and help 
your chapter and national organization fight the good fight.

- Mike Riha

Greetings fellow muskie enthusiasts. It has been a while since my last 
contribution to the magazine, Chapter 22 has had a lot going on. Our 
membership level is increasing, as is our participation in events. It is en-
couraging to get new blood into the club. A big thanks to all the mem-
bers for their participation in club 
events. A big welcome to the new 
members, as well.

To beat the winter doldrums, 
we set up booths at various fishing 
shows, and all of our shows were a 
smash hit, as usual. Muskies, Inc. 
Chapter 22 sold all of our seats to 
muskie school, which will be held 
on May 20th, 2017.

A few weeks ago, we had the 
pleasure of being invited to the 
New Jersey Fish and Wildlife 
Management compound in Hack-
ettstown, New Jersey. We got 
to see all of the little yearling 
Muskies that are earmarked for 
stocking this year. Boy, were 
they cute! I just hope none of 
them got a good look at my face 
and don’t remember me when 
they are 50 inches! Craig Lemon 
(AKA Fishmaker), the director, 
has done and continues to do a 
stellar job with NJ’s fisheries.

While we were there, we were 
given a lecture on New Jersey 
muskies and how they came 
to be by Fisheries’ biologist Bruce Ruppel. Muskies, Inc. has come a 
long way over the course of the last 25 years or so. At the beginning, we 
stocked a paltry 700 fish in a couple of lakes. The numbers today see more 
than that being stocked in one lake over the course of a year. Bruce’s lec-
ture was an eye opener for some of the newer members as to the diligence 
and dedication that he had in getting Muskies into some of our lakes. He 
is truly the godfather of Chapter 22. What Bruce did not know was that 
the reason for our being there was bifurcated. He was being inducted into 
the Muskies, Inc. Hall of Fame! Humility is Bruce’s middle name as he 
tried to downplay his role in creating the fishery in NJ. Truth is, none of 
us could target Muskies today if it weren’t for his work. Thank you again, 
Bruce Ruppel.

Chapter 22 will be planning summer outings and events over the next 
few months. We will keep you posted on dates, times, and locations.

That’s all I have for now. The next article will be in the midst of fishing 
season. Get those hooks changed and sharpened!

Tight lines and beasts in the net.
- Dave Christinzio
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Advanced fingerlings gorging on 
minnows until they are stocked in the 

spring.

Steve Scornavacca presents Rippel with 
his Muskies, Inc. Hall of Fame plaque. 



With the warmer weather our members are looking forward to another 
eventful season. The following is a list of events for 2017:

Tom Bishop Sr. Memorial Tournament, West Branch: May 20th and 
21st

Chapter Challenge, Salt Fork: June 3rd and 4th
Cindy Dean Memorial Kids Fishing Derby, Lake Milton: June 3rd
Lake Milton Tournament: June 24th and 25th
Summer Tournament, West Branch: July 15th and 16th
Lake Milton Outing and Lunch: August 19th
Ed Garland Memorial Tournament, Pymatuning: September 16th and 

17th
- John Savu

Fisheries, research, youth: the principal areas of focus which we as an 
organization align with as we conduct our business on the local chapter 
level. In my day job, I deal with the creation and application of mission, 
vision, and purpose statements. That is an important process, but is also 
the easiest part. The difficulty comes in sustaining activities after the ini-
tial implementation in a manner that keeps everyone focused on the goal. 
As time passes, the message can be forgotten; complacency and distrac-
tions can begin to erode a once robust process and previous results.

If you have not reviewed the Purpose Statement for Muskies, Inc. in 
some time and perhaps cannot recall the eight bullet points that should 
drive how we conduct ourselves, take a moment to do so. I did not see 
them listed in the magazine, so you will have to go to the website as I 
have limited space to list them here. I will, however, list some key words 
from the statement: promote, support, and disseminate. These are action 
words that are intended to, well, drive action from our members to take 
our purpose into the community. That is the mission of our organization, 
and we, as chapters, need to be in submission to that purpose (think under 
the same mission). As I reflect on our chapter and its activities, I can say 
that we are in alignment with many of the stated purposes.

We recently wrapped up our annual banquet and netted over $10,000 
to use to support our many programs for the year. These programs indeed 
support youth activities and allow us to promote our message to the com-
munity. As for camaraderie and fellowship, this is evidenced every time 
our group gets together, and especially so at the banquet. Every year, more 
and more guests stay after and help to clean up the banquet facility by 
stacking chairs and tables, sweeping the floor, taking out garbage, etc. We 
were done in record time! We have never asked for their help, it has just 
happened, which is pretty cool.

A few other action words that are not in the Purpose Statement are at-
tend, defend, and contact. The past few years have witnessed the use of 
these words quite frequently in our chapter communications as we find 
ourselves on the front line in defense of the sport we love. We have been 
forced into defending our purpose through contact with local and state 
elected officials and attending public forums to insure our voice is heard. 
This year looks to be a continuation of the same as the anti-muskie groups 
are again driving the introduction of legislation to halt the stocking of 
muskies.

Ignorance allows the uniformed to be swayed by the anti-muskie 
groups. It is up to us to be knowledgeable with our facts and be passionate 
about our message. Fake news is all the buzz today, but it is nothing new. 
Perhaps now that it is an affliction of our mainstream media, it can actu-
ally be a benefit and drive people to look past what is presented to them 
initially and do a little research or listen to another opinion. For those 
familiar with the courtroom comedy movie My Cousin Vinny, there is a 

scene that I think of when I know I am confident in my facts. Vinny holds 
up a playing card and states that although the prosecution’s case looks and 
sounds solid when positioned in a certain way (he holds the card straight 
on), the argument is really as thin as the card (he turns the card on edge). 
It is fabricated, he continues; it has to be fabricated if his client is telling 
the truth. He then goes on to disprove all of the evidence against his client 
and, well, I don’t want to be a spoiler if you haven’t seen it. The takeaway 
is that we have to be able to listen to the “facts” presented by the opposi-
tion and be able to cross-examine those items and disprove them. Call it 
what it is: fake news.

I look forward to the coming year with optimism, as I always do. I plan 
to fish more, worry less, and spend as much time as possible with good 
friends. Getting muskie management solely back in the hands of the DNR 
will help with this goal.

See you on the water.
- Brett Sande

Here it is May and fishing in our area is really heating up. Water tem-
peratures are near the 70’s and by mid-June we will be over the 80-degree 
mark. Our season will be ending in the southern zone as fishing starts up 
in the northern zone. 

At this writing, I do not have the IDNR results of the spring netting sur-
vey, but from the size and number of fish caught, I think our fish are doing 
very well. We have had very high concentrations of shad the last couple of 
years that has made fishing tough, but the muskie and other species have 
done quite well with high growth and fat fish.

In the next two months, our activities will be slowing down for the sum-
mer. The remaining activities for May and June are as follows:

Shawnee Muskie Hunters Guide for the Day: May 6th and 7th
Shawnee Muskie Hunters Kid’s Fishing Day at Lake Murphysboro: 
June 3rd
Shawnee Outing at Banner Marsh Conservation Area: June 10th and 
11th
I think that is it for this month, and I hope to see you on the lake at one 

of our events or just enjoying the day fishing. If you see me on the lake, 
don’t be afraid to come over and chat. 

I’m in the other blue Lund.
- Walt Krause 

Monthly Meetings are the fourth Tuesday of the month at the American 
Legion Post 52 located at 711 6th St. South in La Crosse, WI. Our Chapter 
voted to discontinue our website and elected to create a Facebook page. 
You can follow us at God’s Country Muskies, Inc. on Facebook, which is 
now up and running. If anyone is interested in more information or possi-
bly joining Muskies, Inc., you are welcome to come to the meetings, meet 
the members, and see what our chapter is all about.

Another successful Fundraiser/Banquet occurred on March 11th. Many 
thanks to those who volunteered their time working the tables, raffles, as 
well as setting and cleaning up. A big thanks to all those members who 
made the contacts to obtain donations and transport the items. None of 
this would be possible without the Donors and Sponsors to whom we are 
grateful. 

Awards are as follows: Corey Pettis had 59 releases with 708 points, 
first place Men’s Chapter Master; Jon Rude had 39 releases with 538 
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points, second place Men’s Chapter Master; John DeGeorge had 17 re-
leases with 234 points, third place Men’s Chapter Master. Trina LaPointe 
had three releases with 35 points, Women’s Chapter Master. Blake Eric-
son had nine releases with 130 points, first place Men’s Division, which 
moves Blake up to the Chapter Masters; Kyle Debell had seven releases 
with 98 points, second place Men’s Division; Rob Hart had four releases 
with 51 points, third place Men’s Division. Sara Weeks had four  releases 
with 46 points, first place Women’s Division. Travis Pettis had 16 releas-
es with 204 points, Juniors, which placed eighth overall in the National 
Muskies, Inc. Category.

Those who made the drawing for a replica are as follows: Jon Rude’s 
Club largest release at 52.25 inches; Scott Rice at 50.50 inches; Blake 
Ericson at 50.25 inches; Reid Erickson at 50 inches; Kyle Debell at 49.5 
inches; Shane Collins at 46 inches. Winner: Reid Erickson.

Last year’s replica was presented to Corey Pettis and photos can be seen 
on our Facebook page.

The Steve Wiltinger Memorial Outing will take place on June 16th 
through the 18th. The Outing Chair will be Leif Tolloken on Lake Hol-
combe with headquarters at Big Swede’s. Camping Sites will be available 
at the Chippewa County Pine Point Campground on Lake Holcombe. Our 
July Outing will be on July 14th through the 16th at M.K.’s Rustic Inn 
Resort/Campground. It will be Chaired by our new Chapter President, 
Bob Nontelle, and campsites will be made available. 

As of this writing, the August Outing is in the planning stage and may 
take place on Lake Vermillion in Minnesota. Information will be posted 
when and if the Outing is finalized. 

We’re looking forward to a productive and, more importantly, enjoy-
able 2017 Muskie season. It’s our hope to meet new members who will 
make their mark and have fun getting to know them. Enjoy the spring 
fishing and we’ll see you at the Chapter Meetings, Outings and out on 
the Water!

- Prairie Bob

The Flatlanders have some changes 
in the 2017 season. The chapter voted 
to change the meeting night and times 
going forward into the New Year. Our 
general meetings have moved to the 
third Tuesday of the month, starting at 
7:00 p.m., and our Executive Commit-
tee Meetings have moved to the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, still at 6:30 
p.m. Both meetings will remain at the 
VFW Hall in Loves Park.

The winter season brought us to-
gether in January for our annual 
breakfast and road trip to the Chicago 

Muskie Expo. We saw a lot of new baits 
and a few even found their way into our 
vehicles for the trip back home. The Feb-
ruary meeting was our traditional presen-
tation of the “Flatlanders Year in Review 
2016.” The presentation included many 
photos of members with big fish, data of 
what worked last year, and specifically 
what worked on Lake of the Woods: our 
big outing of the year. The data showed 
some real changes in our favorite lakes.

We just wrapped up the awards and 
fundraising banquet on March 18th. It 
was the largest banquet in recent years 

for a fun evening out with members and their 
spouses. Highlighting the awards were three 
Flatlanders who made national recognition and 
won their chapter divisions. Charles Carlson 
won the junior division and August Lunker 
of the Month with a 56.5 inch fish. This was 
an outstanding accomplishment considering 
the fish was five inches longer than Charles’ 
height. Again, our women did well with Becky 
Oestreich taking sixth place in the Women’s 
Division with 14 fish and 160 points. Mary Ho-
ernecke placed 13th in the Women’s Masters 
Division with eight fish and 77 points. Other anglers recognized for their 
accomplishments were: Brian Hansas, Longest Illinois Fish at 47 inches; 
Kevin Stenzel, Men’s Division, first place; Jeremy Venhuizen, Men’s 
Master Division, first place; Mark Carlson, Men’s Master 400 Division, 
first place; Dick Estes, Chapter Outings and Greg Lehmann winning the 
Jerry Lewis Memorial Trophy for the largest fish at Lake of the Woods 
outing. We would like to thank everyone who made this a wonderful eve-
ning.

Looking forward, we have Duane Landmeier speaking at our April 
meeting on Illinois muskie lakes. In May, we welcome Adam Walton 
speaking on marine electronics including sonar, down imaging, side im-
aging, and mega scan. We have 22 anglers looking forward to the Lake of 
the Woods outing in July. Teams are also being organized for the Muskies, 
Inc. Chapter Challenge in August.

With this full schedule of events for 2017, the Flatlanders should have 
a fun year and many big fish brought to the net. As always, we welcome 
new members and hope anyone interested in the Flatlanders Chapter will 
join us for some of these great events.

Get on the water and get on the board.
- Dick Cholke

The Milwaukee Chapter of Muskies, Inc. has been working hard at 
fundraising this winter, with the idea of producing great stocking efforts 
throughout the year. Our club fundraised at the Waukesha Musky Expo 
from January 27th to January 29th, selling tickets for our Guide Raffle 
which is one of our larger fundraisers for the year. We did the same at 
the Milwaukee Muskie Expo from February 10th-12th. A huge thank you 
goes out to anyone who participated in volunteering for these events, es-
pecially those who set up at the shows, and who spent a great amount of 
their time helping the club raise money to put fish in our lakes.

Depending on when this magazine arrives at your home, the chapter 
may have already participated in the Quad County Outing on opening 
weekend. The Pewaukee Classic is slated for the following weekend (May 
13th), so here’s for a successful tournament with great fishing on both 
weekends!

Monthly member outings will begin on May 9th, on Pewaukee Lake, 
and the second one will be May 22nd, on Okauchee Lake. If you haven’t 
taken part in these before, it is well worth your time. Events like these 
remind us why we are members of our chapter, and remind us about what 
the fun in fishing really is. The length of these events is usually from 
about 4 p.m., lasting until about sunset. Generally, everybody will infor-
mally meet up afterwards, but details regarding that come as the event 
gets closer. For any information, please contact Brian Mirek at brimirek@
gmail.com or (414) 807-4122.

The Waubesa Member Outing will take place Saturday, June 3rd. This 
event is designed to get members to explore great, nearby muskie waters; 
in this case the Madison Chain. Members will meet up a few days before 
the event to go over lake maps, launches, and details for the day of the 

34 MUSKIE..... May / June 2017

Milwaukee
President - Craig Ader

www.milwaukeemuskiesinc.com
www.facebook.com/milwaukeemuskiesinc

Meets 4th Tuesday January-May, September-November @ 6 p.m. Board meeting; 
7:30 p.m. General Meeting - Machine Shed Restaurant Pewaukee N14 W24145 

Tower Place (I-94 & WIS 164 Exit 294), Pewaukee, WI 53072

35CHAPTERFlatlanders
President - Dick Cholke

www.flatlanderschapter.com
Meets the 4th Thursday of every month, 7:30 PM, 

loves Park VFW Hall 2018 Windsor Rd., love Park, Il
32CHAPTER

Becky Oestreich won sixth place in 
the Women’s Division.

 Mary Hoernecke placed 
13th in Womens Masters.
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try. Lots of planning and organization happening as our club is getting 
ready for our annual Fish Fry Fundraiser on April 28th. May 6th is our 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters Fishing Outing at Rock Island Park. Followed 
by June 11th when Muskies, Inc. sponsors the Waite Park Family Fun Fest 
Annual Kids Fishing Contest also at Rock Island Park. Ryan Hoffman, our 
Outings Chairman is planning our 2nd Annual Big Mantrap Outing for 
September 21-24th. There is so much to look forward to.

Enjoy your season by being safe, take a kid fishing and stay involved 
in your local Muskies, Inc. functions. God Bless and we’ll see you on the 
water.

- Eric Poissant

Fox River Valley is having a great 2017 so far. Before we look ahead, I 
wanted to look back at a couple highlights. 

On March 4th, FRV participated in the Rolling Meadows Fishing Flea 
Market (sponsored by the Chicagoland Chapter) held at Rolling Meadows 
High School. Selling used fishing gear donated to the club, the FRV booth 
netted $600 after expenses, which was $300 more than we’d brought 
in the year prior. We attribute the success to a big donation, including a 
muskie net, from past board member Jimmy Ziebka. We also saw sub-
stantial donations from Steve Kroll, Todd Minor, Tim Crews, John Ryan, 
Mike Mark, Frank Lucido, and Dave Klop. FRV donated the proceeds to 
the Rolling Meadows High School Booster Club. Thanks again to every-
one who came through for us!

On Saturday, March 11th, FRV held another hugely successful annual 
awards banquet and fundraiser. Almost 220 people were in attendance this 
year. With approximately $30,000 worth of merchandise, we were able to 
bring in around $10,000 to keep funding the activities, events, and dona-
tions that support our mission. Many thanks for the magnitude and suc-
cess of this event goes to our president, Steve Kroll. Steve was unable to 
make the banquet as he was recovering from recent open-heart surgery, 
but we couldn’t have done it without him. We look forward to seeing him 
up and running again in the very near future.

May is the last month we’ll have our regular chapter meetings until 
we come back from “summer break” in September. The May meeting is 
Wednesday, May 10th, and we’re going to mix things up a little and bring 
in a multispecies expert. John “Rocky” Mannerino is our featured speaker 
and he specializes in putting clients on walleye, sauger, and striped bass 
on Heidecke Lake and the Mississippi River. The meeting starts at 7:00 
pm, and we ask for $5 at the door. We hope to see you there! Don’t forget 
our other big event in May: the Spring Challunge on the Chain Tourna-
ment on Saturday, May 20th. Information and registration forms for the 
tournament will be available at all chapter meetings, or you can go to our 
website to register your team. Who doesn’t want a shot at catching some 
super fat, shad-fed muskies and winning some cash?

Just a few more points to mention. On Saturday, June 10th, FRV is 
holding a One Hope United Youth Fishing Outing on Deep Lake in Lake 
Villa. We’re always looking for volunteers and guides to help out and 
we’d appreciate your time. If you’re interested in volunteering at a great 
event that allows us to give back to our community, contact anyone on the 
Board or drop us a line on our website.

Another component of what FRV is about are contests for all members, 
for all species. Muskie catches naturally get a lot of attention, but we also 
have a multispecies category for everyone. Our entries were way down 
in 2016, so we’re trying to revitalize the contest in 2017. If you, your 
significant other, or your kids catch any kind of freshwater fish, submit 
the information for the contest! You could be a big winner for the month 
or even the year. 

One last thing before concluding. We’re always looking to motivate 

event. There will be a meet up around midday/afternoon of the event to 
discuss fish activity and current bites. If you’re interested in fishing this, 
or if you have any questions, reach out to Geoff Verges at vegas492@
yahoo.com or (262) 442-8496. 

The Milwaukee Chapter’s Big Brother’s Big Sister’s Outing will take 
place June 10th, at Smokey’s Muskie Shop on Pewaukee Lake. Members 
will take “littles” and “bigs” out on pontoons for some panfishing. More 
details will come as the event approaches, and volunteers are welcome. If 
you have any questions, please contact Geoff Verges at vegas492@yahoo.
com or (262) 442-8496.

Last year, we had a very successful fundraising effort of selling tick-
ets for the Alliance Ranger Boat Raffle at Germanfest on the Summer-
fest Grounds in late July. It was such a great success, that we’re going 
to do it again this year. I know that all the volunteers last year had very 
positive feedback on volunteering for the event, and the three hour shifts 
absolutely flew by for everyone. So, mark your calendar for this event, 
from July 28th - July 30th, as it’s a great way to give your volunteer time 
towards raising money for our stocking efforts. If you’d like to help out 
with the Alliance Boat Raffle, contact Brian Mirek at brimirek@gmail.
com or (414) 807-4122.

On August 18th - 20th, The 2017 Eagle River National Championship 
Open takes place in Eagle River, WI. This is the Musky Clubs Alliance of 
Wisconsin big fundraising/trophy tournament; we are a member of the Al-
liance. The drawing for the Ranger Boat Raffle is held at this event, as well 
as a drawing for all registered tournament contestants for another Ranger 
boat. This is a great event for anglers of all skill level.

Upcoming events include:
General Meetings:
May 6 – 7: Quad County Challenge 
May 13: Pewaukee Classic
June 3: Waubesa Outing
June 10: Big Brother’s Big Sister’s Outing 
July 28 – 30: Ranger Boat Raffle at Germanfest
August 26: Veteran’s Outing

- Ben Sieren

It’s muskie time! I mean, it’s always muskie time, but Saturday, June 
3rd marks Minnesota’s official muskie fishing opener and we can finally 
get reunited with our toothy slimy friends again and the muskies too. 

In February, we all had the privilege of meeting the infamous Pete 
Maina as our annual premier speaker. Pete is hilarious! His topic for the 
evening was on “sound” which translated to him talking about his Sound 
Science Bucktails most of the evening, but he made sure to keep a large 
room of happy anglers quite entertained. It was awesome to see him take 
time to personally meet everyone that he could and also to hear some of 
his old stories.

Our chapter would like to extend a huge thank you to Nate Rose, our 
Membership Director and Contest Chairman. March is our awards month 
and Nate always does a great job keeping our contest well organized and 
up to date. He made sure everyone received their certificate and plaque at 
the membership meeting and each recipient had an opportunity to share a 
story. The club provided dinner and beverages for the entire group. Con-
gratulations to Bryan Thompson and Eric Poissant, the top placers in the 
Men’s Masters division; Alex Lauer, Brad St. George and Chris Paye in 
the Men’s Division; Stephanie Amberg in the Women’s Division; and 
Lauren Amberg and Elysa Amberg in the Juniors Division. Thank you 
to everyone who participated, caught and released fish in our St. Cloud 
Chapter Contest!

I would say that the vast majority of our members made it down to 
the always amazing Minnesota Muskie Expo. What a great way to get 
pumped for the 2017 season and network with the best folks in the indus-
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new folks to sign up to be part of Chapter 39. This year we’ll offer some-
thing new. If you or someone you know has never been a member of 
Muskies, Inc. and you’re considering joining, FRV will cover your cost to 
attend next year’s Muskie Road Rules. This is a six hour seminar held lo-
cally, and it’s conducted by two of the foremost experts in the “industry:” 
Tony Grant and Gregg Thomas. If you’re on the fence about being part 
of our great chapter, hopefully this will tip the scales and you’ll give us 
a shot!

As always, the best way for you to stay current with all FRV activities 
and plans for 2017 is to check our Facebook page, follow us on Twitter or 
Instagram, or visit our website at www.frvmuskie.com.

- Mark Lamont

As I sit here on St. Patrick’s Day watching NCAA basketball games, 
muskies are still on my mind. I’m sure the same is for many of you as 
well. So let’s get to it! The 2017 Indiana Muskie Classic is quickly ap-
proaching. The tournament will be held May 19th through the 21st. It 
will once again be headquartered at the Oakwood Resort in Syracuse, IN. 
This year’s guest speaker will be Spencer Berman. There are close to 40 
teams entered as of this writing. This event is a great way to kick off your 
Muskie season. Entry forms may be found at the Indiana Muskie Classic 
and Hoosier Musky Hunters sites on Facebook. The field is limited to 90 
entries, so don’t delay to be part of this great event!

Brian Schoenung of the Indiana DNR gave a presentation on muskie 

stocking efforts for 2016. A total of 53,586 muskie fingerlings were 
stocked in 16 Indiana lakes. Sandpiper Lake had the smallest number at 
80 fingerlings. Brookville Reservoir had the most at 38,058. Webster Lake 
was stocked with overwintered fingerlings in an attempt to see if the larger 
fingerlings have a higher survival rate. Hoosier Musky Hunters purchased 
additional PIT tags for the DNR to assist with this project. The lakes that 
were stocked by the DNR are: Bass Lake, Big Barbee, Blue Grass Pit, 
Brookville Reservoir, Bruce Lake, Duck Lake, Eagle Creek, Everett Lake, 
Loon Lake, Loon Pit, Plover Lake, Sandpiper Lake, Skinner Lake, Tippe-
canoe Lake, Upper Long Lake, and Webster Lake.

The sports show season is winding down, and we are looking to get 
back on the water. If you haven’t already! The mild weather this winter 
has provided opportunities to catch an early season Muskie. If you haven’t 
been out yet, take the time ahead of your outing to make sure your rods, 
reels, baits, boats, and, especially, yourself, are ready for the rigors you’ll 
experience. A little early preparation may save some big headaches in the 
future. As always, leave the area a little cleaner than you found it! Good 
luck, good hunting, and be safe on the water.

- Musky Ed Myshak

It’s that awkward time of year once again. Almost time to start fishing 
after a long, dreary winter, but not quite yet. No fishing reports to write 
about, yet. No hilarious mishaps on the water to relive, yet. They’re com-
ing, though. This, however, is a good time to make sure those trolling 
motor batteries are charged and ready to go. A good time to wind on some 
fresh line and sharpen those hooks for the umpteenth time. Trailer lights to 
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check, bearings to grease, shoot the neighbor’s cat for dragging a dead rat 
under the boat cover to liquefy all winter, wait, skip that one.

There’s plenty to do and, anyway, by the time you read this, most of 
you will have gotten out at least a time or two to shake the dust off and 
hopefully catch a tiger or two. This should coincide with this season’s 
tournament kick-off at beautiful Mayfield Lake on Saturday, May 13th. 
Just think of all those hungry, giant tiger muskies just waking up from 
their winter hibernation, waiting to pounce on a bucktail like a grizzly on 
a fawn. Yikes! I can’t wait. Oh, and absolutely do not forget, the next day 
is Mother’s day. See ya’ at the ramp.

- Miles McDonald

It’s getting close to the season opener on Lake St. Clair (LSC), and I 
don’t know about you, but I am really starting to get excited. I love the an-
ticipation and build up to a new season. If you are like me, you have prob-
ably been to a couple of fishing shows and bought a few new baits that you 
are just dying to try out. While I got you thinking about getting out there, I 
would like to share our flyer with you which provides all the dates for this 
season’s tournaments. I would also like to encourage members from other 
chapters to come check us out. If LSC isn’t your home lake and you have 
always wanted to see what it is like, now is the time. If you have never 
fished in a tournament before, I would also encourage you to try one out 
this year. It is a great way to meet new folks and have a lot of fun.

If you contact us on Facebook at www.facebook/lscmi58.com, we 
would be happy to try and answer any questions you may have as far as 
places to stay and where to launch your boat. Enjoy the start of the season, 
and I hope everyone has a safe and successful year!

- Adam Penzenstadler

We held our annual 
banquet in February at 
the Big Otter Community 
Center, in Big Otter, WV. 
The weather was unusu-
ally warm, so attendance 
was low compared to pre-
vious years. We held our 
elections, discussed fund-
raising events, set the tour-
nament schedule, and pre-
sented awards to the 2016 
winners.

Officers include Jake 
Flint as President, Randy 
Allen as Vice President, Richard Henline as Treasurer, and Richard Hen-
line as Interim Secretary. 

Our 2016 tournament winners are as follows: Richard Henline, Spring 
Mail-in with his first ever muskie and the only fish caught at 43.75 inches. 
No fish were caught in the other four tournaments. Matthew Ross, Men’s 
Division; Billy Wehrle, Master Division; Charlie Griffin, Longest Re-
lease, with a 51.50 inch.

2017 Tournament schedule:
Spring Mail-in: April 8th and 9th
Open Water: May 20th and 21st
Open Water: June 24th and 25th
Jack Cobb Memorial Elk River Only: September 23rd and 24th
Fall Mail-in: October 7th and 8th

- Chapter 63 Secretary/Treasurer , Richard Henline 

We just wrapped up our booth at the Muskie Max show in Pittsburgh. 
It was a great event, and we were able to pick up a few new members. We 
also ran a raffle where we gave away a Stowmaster net, Lynchpin lure by 
Lynch ‘Um Lures, and 40% of any St. Croix rod. In the end, the chapter 
brought in some money for our future conservation efforts and spread the 
word of our good work to the public.

On the Sunday of the show, we had a board meeting to restructure our 
operations. What we have decided is we will hold a meeting in August and 
January of each year. This meeting will be mandatory for board members 
to attend and open to the membership. As soon as we get a date and place 
for the first one this August, we’ll announce it on our Facebook page. The 
board feels this is the best way to keep the chapter on solid ground as we 
move forward.

Our next event is the Glendale Shootout on June 3rd and 4th. Hope to 
see you all there on our home lake!

If you have any ideas for or questions about the chapter, please reach 
out to us at nvmainc@gmail.com.

- Patrick Krumenacker

Greetings from Mountain West Muskie. Congratulations to 2017 in-
coming Muskies, Inc. President and EC members. To departing Muskies, 
Inc. President and EC members, thank you for your Muskies, Inc. service. 
In addition, this chapter especially and sincerely wants to thank Mrs. Ellen 
Wells for all her help. Chapter 65 wishes her the best in retirement from 
the Muskies, Inc. secretary 
position; have a great time 
on the water Ellen with loved 
ones. Ellen will be missed!

Chapter 65 gives a very 
hearty welcome to new-
est 2017 members: David 
Combe, Ben Hymas, Maria 
Krause, Sage Lundell, Robin 
Spicer and Austin Stockle, 
and Chris and Emily Crock-
ett; welcome to the Chapter 
65 family.

Now, during the off sea-
son, members frequented 
Idaho for ice fishing and giving back to 
the town of Cascade. The chapter col-
lected and donated clothing to Western 
Idaho Community Action Partnership 
in Cascade with warmest and sincer-
est thank you and appreciation for this 
small community. Changing pace, 65 
received a 2016 Muskies, Inc. Fishery 
and Research Committee grant to pur-
chase equipment to work with the DNR 
on an upcoming tiger muskie pelvic fin 
ray clipping/tagging program beginning 
in May. Interested members will receive 
training from DNR Chris Penne on clip-
ping and tagging. Chris was instrumen-
tal in helping the chapter receive this 
grant. The study will allow the DNR 
to determine the age of tigers and tag-
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Charlie Griffin with his longest release 
muskie, a 51.5 incher, caught on a 

foggy morning on Burnsville Lake in 
West Virginia.
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Chapter 65 with the DNR during 
the Willard Sterile Walleye 

Program

Catching Northern Pike at the 
Yuba reservoir. 
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ging will allow for determin-
ing where the tiger has roamed 
since tag placement. This is the 
first ever tiger muskie study 
done in Utah and the DNR and 
chapter members are excited.

In addition, a portion of grant 
funds will be used to purchase 
signs to be placed at bodies of 
water containing tiger muskies 
stressing conservation and 
proper handling. Additionally, 

members volunteered to assist DNR officials Mike Slater and Chris Crock-
ett net 100 Northern Pike (NP) at Yuba reservoir. NP captured were trans-
ported to Lee Kay Hatchery for disease certification and egg harvestthen 
they were placedinto dedicated ponds located at the hatchery. This reduces 

the state’s de-
pendence on 
getting tiger 
muskie fry 
from other 
sources. Fur-
thermore, the 
state, with 
chapter in-
volvement, is 
also looking 
at a poten-
tially sterile 
NP program 
and popula-
tion.

Chapter members also assisted the DNR in a Sterile Walleye program by 
netting Walleye from Willard Bay. Walleye captured were used (released) 
to get eggs and milt for hatchery folks to collect and cultivate, producing 
sterile Walleye for eventual planting in designated waters. Chapter mem-
bers were also asked to help with a tiger muskie seminar hosted by the 
U t a h Blue Ribbon Fishery Advisory Council. This 

seminar will be in April and chapter mem-
bers, along with the DNR, will be providing 
information on the tiger muskie program, 
tiger muskie waters, and angler education. 
Recently, the chapter was asked by a local 
outdoor television host to do a show on 
chapter 65 and what we’re about, includ-
ing how we’ve given back. The chapter 
was also contacted by the International 
Sportsman Expo to host a seminar in 
2018 regarding tiger muskies.

Our Chapter held its first 2017 all call members meeting on March 3rd 
to discuss member events. Our Chapter will host the following events: 
Chapter League, Big Fish Men and Women, Top Water Challunge, Lunker 
of the Month along with Pre-teen, Young adult and fly fishing big fish 
Men and Women events. The Chapter will also be hosting its 2nd Annual 
October Open Tournament. Exciting times indeed for this chapter with the 
involvement with the state DNR and fishery biologists and all its events 
for members. Bottom line, it’s not the quantity of members a chapter has, 
it’s the “quality” of members. Sustaining members and working to help 
educate potential new members, along with keeping current members in-
volved, is this chapter’s vision. Finally, the chapter developed a history 
video of its first six months as Muskies, Inc. Chapter 65, Mountain West 
Muskie. Video can be viewed by going to www.muskiesinc.org/chapter65 
and selecting the tab “About Us.”

- Kim Wagner

The season is creeping up on us, so it’s time to start getting your stuff 
together. There’s one last show to attend on April 29th and that would be 
Muskie Canada’s Muskie Odyssey in St. Catharines at the Holiday Inn 
and Suites at 327 Ontario St. It’s always a great show, if you haven’t been, 
it’s worth the short trip across the border from Buffalo (be sure to pick up 
some CA currency on your way). This year, Bill Barber of Trophy Hunter 
Charters on the St. Lawrence will be speaking, as well as Johnny Dadson 
and some others. This is a great time to get those hose baits that keep elud-
ing you! There are plenty of great bait makers there.

June 10th is the Chautauqua Tournament. Zach has already made plans 
to have Mike Sperry help us out, which is wonderful. It’s nice to have the 
local support we need and there’s no better person (in my opinion) to help 
us as for years he has supported us! After the tournament, we will have our 
get-together at Chautauqua Reel Outdoors with food being served.

We will have an informal get-together Friday night before the actual 
event at Chautauqua Reel Outdoors in Lakewood to chat about fishing 
and if we are able to get a decent turnout. Guide Mike Sperry is willing 
to give a presentation on what’s working currently and the best ways to 
approach the fishery, which is awesome because of his outstanding local 
knowledge. This is more than we could ever ask for.

Entry forms will be available at his shop before the tournament, so 
please stop in if you’re able to. We will purchase a button for tournament 
day and those will be given out the night before the tournament or in the 
morning before the event starts Saturday.

Don’t forget the Tiger Tournament at Otisco Lake out of Otisco Lake 
Campground on May 20th. I hope to see you all at the tournaments.

Thanks Zach for helping me write this and for stepping up to take over 
running our tournaments. For more information on club news, visit www.
lakeontariounited.com and go to the muskie/pike forum.

- Bob Solley and Zach Baker

Chapter donations with help from Kim Wagner, Kay 
Moore John and Lois Grim, WICAP President Beth 

Ritch and Taylor Weisenbender

Chapter 65 having a meeting 
with the DNR about the Pelvic 

Fin Ray and Tagging.
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